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No. 150 oF 1879. 


From 
Cotonen W. C. ANDERSON, 
Survey anp Serriemenr Commissioner, S. D.; 


To 
Tue CHIEF SECRETARY tro GOVERNMENT, 
Revenve Department, 


Survey Commissioner's Office, 
Poona, 14th February 1879. 
Sir, 


IT have the honour to forward the following proposals for the 
revision of assessment of two hundred and forty-seven (247) 
villages comprising the old Kod Taluka of the Dhirwdr Col- 
lectorate, the original settlement of which was reported upon by 
Captain Wingate’s letter No. 235 of 21st December 1848, and 
was sanctioned by Governmentletter No. 1908, dated 19th March 
1849. A map of this old télukais.appended, and also a general 
map, which will show the position of this tract in reference to the 
surrounding country and the coast. An extract from a report by 
Mr. R. Wingate, Assistant Superintendent, Southern Mardtha 
Country Revenue Survey, on this taluka, in which he conducted 
the revision classification, is also appended. 


9. ‘The old Kod Taluka is now distributed as follows :— 


178 villages now in the Kod Taluka, 
23 villayes transferred to the Ranchennur Taluka, 
28 villages transferred to the Karajgi Taluka, 
18 villages transferred to the Hangal Téluka, 


247 
8. The revision survey has been conducted in precisely the 
same mode as was reported in reference to the old Rénebennur 
Taéluka and other tdélukas of Dhdrwir previously revised, as ex- 
plained in my letters No. 75 of the 21st January 1878, paras. 3 to 
8, and No. 7 of the 4th January 1876, para. 3 and the following 
paras. 


4, The total area of the tdluka by the old survey was 
332,957 acres, according to the present survey it is 334,267 acres, 
a difference of 1,310 acres or °39 per cent., in round numbers two- 
fifths of an acre on every hundred ; considering that in the south 
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of the taluka there is a good deal of hilly and broken grownd, and 
that at the time of the first survey most of this land was 
measared with the cross-staff and chain, the correspondence mn 
area of the two surveys, Which were quite independent ol) one 
another, is very close. 


5. But though the gross area of the two surveys corre- 
sponded so Closely, some considerable ditferences oceurred in details 
arising from different causes; the Tunebhadra forms the castern 
boundary for a distance of some twelve miles. This river is Very 
large and subject to great floods, which often remove the boundary 
marks, and both add to and bikes away land from the areas of 
ficlds; the very numerous tanks iu this. téluka are also a cause of 
considerable changes in the areas of fields above them, At the 
time of the first survey little more than one-fourth of the land of 
this tiluka was in occupation, As was noticed in refercnee to the 
Rianebennur TAluka where the propor 
tion_oftmocenpied waste Jand is very 
great, chuimecs in the sites of boundary 
“uate mitist be expected to occur une 
detected toa greater extent than in a country where most of the 
Jand is occupied. The following statement shows the ditterences 
in areas of survey fields accor ding to past and present surveys for 
the whole 247 villages — 


Pars. 8 of Survey Com- 
nussioner’s No 7h of 21st 
fianuary Ls7s. 


























DIFFER NCE BETWEEN ATEAS BY PoRMER AND PRESENT SURVEY, 
“Total Survey) 0 . 
Number of | Numbers i 
mate ' a cap GS 
Villages. a ad Within |. Overs] Over To | Over 1 Gear 
Survey. Pets hand underly and under 15 and ander 20) , 
A per center i 20 per cont. 
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Se Sar Sten ae — — I tug So = e 
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6. The total number of survey ficlds according to the old 
survey Was 22,606; according to the present survey from the sub- 
divison of field of large size and from making separate oveu- 
pancics ae separate survey ficlds, the total uber has increased 
to 32,68 

ry ae re-classifieation of soils was conducted generally -in 
the same manner as hitherto adopted in previously revised tilukas 
in Dharwar; the old Classification being changed no more than 
was absolutely necessary in order to obtain a lace of assessment 
in accordance with the present standard. As a general rule 15 per 
cent. of the better class of dry-crop soils were re-classed, and 25 
per cent. of the poorer soils more being done when the réaiilis 
this much rendered farther examination or entire Se earner 


necessary. As regards the irrigated lands, when the area of! the 
rice lands in a surve y field diffred more than one-third or 50 per 
vent. from the former area, re-classification of soil was resorted to, 
when less than the above proportion, the old soil classification 
was confirmed with whatever adjustment the general examination 
of the soil classification of the village showed to be hecessary. 
The classification of water-supply was entirely re-done ; the changes 
in water-supply which have occurred during the lapse of thirty 
years must render this everywhere necessary. The extent to 
which soil classification was resorted to wax somewhat less than 
has been the ease in any previously revised taluka, but I have no 
doubt that the extent that was done was filly sufficient to enable 
us to frame a just assessinent thereon, and if this can be arranged, 
the loss re-classifieation done the better, as thereby the introduction 
of an element which must disturb the relative proportions of the 
new and revised assesstnent in individual cases is avoided as. fie 
as is possible. Any re-classitication is an evil, but it is preferable 
to the greater evil of changifg’ and generally increasing assexs- 
monts on the base of a elassitieation regarding the present sult- 
ability of which any doubt exists. 


8. The old classification was generally well executed, but 
the usual fault of an insufieiené interval between the valuation of 
the better and poorer soils was met with. This fault will always 
be more marked when a large proportion ofthe land had been long 
unoccupied waste at the time of the original classification from 
the difficulty in perceiving the trae quality of Jand, which had 
been for cencrations out of cultivation, and the cortain tendency 
to under- rate such land insthe;anuxiety to avoid over-rating the 
old classifieation has now, when adopted, been adjusted to the 
present standard after comparison of the result of the Ehclnsieaiion 
of the portion of the village now re-done for ascertainment of 
standard. As regards all entirely re-classed lands in all cases 
where the now classification valuation greatly execeded the old, a 
reduction of an amount not exceeding one class or two annas 
classification valuation has been made, which will effec ‘tually secure 
the new assessment of any individual field from being affected by 
any possible excess in its new classification valuation. As usual 
in all Dhdrwdr revisions detailed statements are made out for each 
village, showing the old classification of every field, and the com- 
parative result of the new classification so far as it has gone ; on 
this the Classification Officer records his opinion of the old and 
the new classification, and his recommendations regarding the 
general adjustment called for. These statements are considered 
hy me in detail, and orders given regarding the general adjust- 
mont of valuations to be applied to the village, and also all cases 
of special adjustiients of individual fields are filled in by me, 
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This review of the details of the old and new assessment is, of 
eourse, rather a tedious business, but it enables me to see exactly 
where the shoe may pinch and to prevent it pinching wherever any 
approach to a tight fit appears possible. 


9. The following statement shows the area of each kind of 
land according to the past and present survey :-— 

















Former Survey. | Present Survey, 
Acres. Acres, 

Arable Dry-crop oe hae st 237,495 244,650 

Rice Land ois ve 24a 36,650 82,553 

Garden Land or bee site 1,290 1,963 
Unarablo Unassessed Hills, Tanks, Village- 

sites, &e. iad ae fos 57,022 55,0Y6' 

Total 9... 332,957 334,267 








10. The increase in the total arable area and decrease in 
the unarable is due to the removal of land from the latter to the 
former head in consequence of its being of a quality which can 
now be cultivated with profit. . The decrease in the irrigated land 
jointly under the heads of rice and garden amounts to 3,419 acres, 
which entirely falls on the rice, partly from the transfer of a por- 
tion to the garden head, but mainly to a transfer from the rice 
head to that of dry-crop, the cause of which will be again re- 
ferred to. 

1l. The old Kod Téluka is the most southern of the Pre- 
sidency above ghits, and forms a projection into the Mysore 
territory, by which it is bounded both on the cast, south and 
west, and by which it is separated from North Kanara and the 
coast. In the north and east of the téluka there is some black. 
cotton land, but the soil generally is of a gravelly sandy nature. 
The surface is generally of an undulating nature broken by small 
hills. In the south a well defined chain or ridge of hills of no 
great height, probably not exceeding 300 or 400 fect, runs across 
the téluka from west to east, commencing on the Mysore border 
and ending ahittle short of the Tungbhadra River. A similar 
and nearly parallel chain to the south forms in general the south- 
ern boundary, separating this tdluka from Mysore; the valley 
between these two chains of hills is from four to ten miles wide. 


_. 12. There is a considerable difference in the climate of 
different parts of the téluka. In the east the rain-fall is in general 
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not so heavy as to be unfavourable for the best dry-crop cultiva- 
tion, it becomes heavier on proceeding to the westward, and the 
villages of the western border may be considered to be pure rice 
villages, that is, villages in which rice is the staple cultivation, and 
dry-crops owing to the heaviness of the rain-fall are of an inferior 
nature. The whole téluka in fact, more or less, partakes of the 
nature of a mixed rice and dry-crop country, the former quality 
predominating in the west and the latter in the east. 


13. From its southerly as well as westerly position the 
tdluka partakes of both monsoons, the south-west and the north- 
east or Madras monsoon, but the former is that principally relied 
upon, and very rarely fails in timely arrival. In common also 
with the rest of the Dhirwér Collectorate, at the end of April 
and during the month of May heavy thunder storms commonly 
occur, often for several days in succession, which put water into 
the tanks, and thoroughly saturating the ground allow ploughing 
and other agricultural operations to be proceeded with in antici- 
pation of the regular setting in of the south-west monsoon in the 
beginning of June. Hence about nine-tenths of the whole culti- 
vation is early or kharif. 

14. Entire failure of crops from drought may be con- 
sidered to be quite unknown, though it often happens that the 
monsoon is more favourable for one kind of cultivation than for 
another. No rain-fall can well be too heavy for rice when once it 
is well above the ground, while too much rain is detrimental to 
dry-crop cultivation. On the other hand, the rain-fall most suit- 
able for dry-crop cultivation would not be all that could be desired 
for rice. Taking all together, however, the people of this tract of 
country are excecdingly fortunately circumstanced as regards cli- 
mate. They have a double chance in the two monsoons, and they 
have a double chance in the prevalence of two descriptions of cul- 
tivation, dry and irrigated, and have a soil which is generally ex- 
cecdingly suitable for irrigated cultivation. 

15. The climate is in gencral singularly temperate even for 
the customary temperate climate of the western parts of the 
Southern Maratha Country. In the months of March and April, 
beyond a very few hours in the middle of the day, there is no real 
heat, the nights are always cool and pleasantly moist, This and 
the steady and certain monsoon rain-fall is certainly due to the 
nature of the country to the west; though the ghdts are in a 
direct linc some 50 miles distant, the intervening country, com- 
mencing a very short distance from the Mysore border on the 
west, is well wooded, forest greatly predominating over clearing, 

16. In the cast of the taluka ordinary dry-crop cultivation, 
jowidri, cotton, oil-seeds, &c., predominates; in the west, rice, and 
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for dry-crop, ragi, there commences to take the place of jowdri as 
the main crop ; a good deal of sugarcane is grown in the lower rice 
lands watered by tanks; in 1876 1,262 aeres were under this crop. 
Cocoanut and arecanut cultivation is also met with in the wardens. 
The speciality of this tiluka is however the cultivation of the red- 
chilly, or capsicum, which is grown as a dry-crop, and of which 
ficlds of several acres extent may be seen. 


17. There are a great number of tanks, small and Jaree, in 
the téluka; no less than 1,217 appear from the returns of Mr. 
Wingate, the Survey Officer, who conducted the elassification, to 
be now used for irrigation. Wery few, however, are in good re- 
par, and itis probable that a large proportion would be found to 
be so silted up by natural processes as not to worth any large ex- 
penditure in repairs. Not more than ten of these tanks can be 
considered to hold a perennial, or nearly perennial, supply of water 
in ordinary years. Buta tauk falling infinitely short of this is 
exceedingly useful ; if only holding water till the end of November 
it will be most serviceable for riee cultivation, affording a watering 
should the rain hold off 


18. The tank above the village of Masur, called the Madag 
Tank, was in the past the most important work in the téluka, or 
indeed in this part of the country, “The following account. of it is 
given in Captain Wingate’s report on the original settlement of 
this taluka :— 


“8. [have not succeeded in obtaining much information regarding 
tho state of Kod in former times, Few of the villagers possess auy tradi- 
tions which reach higher than a ceutury back, and little is known of the 
time when, aud the parties by whom, the numerous tanks of this district, 
wero constructed, If seems probable, however, that most of them date 
from the time of the Aunagundt State, so famous for its works of irrigation. 
And one tank belonging to this period deserves particular wention. Tt is 
ealled the ‘Madag’? ‘Tank, and the embankment of it forms the boundary 
between this Collectorate and Mysore. It is situated abont two miles south 
of the towu of Masur, and though the bed of the tank is within the Mysore 
Territory, its waters were intended for the irrigation of tho Kod Taluka, 
Tho intention of its designers was to form a lake on the south side of a 
range of hills dividing the Masur Valley from Mysoro by closing up a gap 
iu the hills through which tho Kumadwatti River passed from tho latter 
into Kod. This was accomplished by throwing up a vast ombankment, 
which, at this day, is about 100 feet in height aud from 450 to 600 fect 
in thickness, faced towards the tauk with masoury formed of huge blocks 
of stone, descending in regular steps from the summit of the ombankment 
tu the wator’s edge. Two similar embankments were also thrown across two 
other gaps in the hills to the right and left of the Kumadwatti Valley to 
prevont the pent-up waters escaping by them, and a channel was cut along 
the hills for the overflow of the luke, when it had risen to the intended 
height; cach of the three embankments was ptereed by an aqueduet, built of 
cuormous slips of hewn stones, for the inrigation of the plan below, and 
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two of these remain almost perfect after the Japse of four centuries. The 
lako so formed must have been from ten to fifteen miles in length when full, 
aud would have supplied water for the irrigation of a great oxtent of land, 


“9, According to tradition the completion of this stupendous under- 
taking was cclebrated by a human sacrifice, and the present patel of Masur 
related to me with pride that a virgin danghter of his honso still re- 
membered, as the beautiful ‘Kenchowa’ devotedly gave herself up to 
death upon this occasion, and was immolated on the sunimit of the embank- 
ment. If so, her noble devotion proved unavailing ; for it would appear that 
the swelliug waters of the lake shortly afterwards burst through the most 
westerly of the three embankments, which was not however that thrown 
across the original channel of the Kumadwatti. No attempt seems ever to 
have been made to repair this breach, through which the Kumadwatti still 
tukes its course, but, notwithstanding, there must for many years subsequent, 
have been a very considerablo lake to the south of the hills, as, even after 
four centuries, the river has not yet worn through the hill to the depth of 
its original channel, and the ‘Maday’ ‘lank is still the largest in the neigh- 
bourhood, though no use has beeu made for many years past, if ever, of its 
water for purposes of irrigation. 

“10. The failure of the original project probably occurred through 
the channel for the escape of the: strplas waters of the lake having been 
mado of inadequate size ; but, however this may be, Iam satisfied that the 
project was in itself perfectly feasible, and that tho lake might again bo 
restored to its original dimensions without much difficulty. Butas this would 
submerge a largo tract of valuable land in the Mysore, Jam more doubtful of 
its advantage in an economical point af view. A more feasible and simple 
project would be to throw a dam of masonry of 10 or 12 fect in height 
across the rocky channel of the Kamadwatti where it now issues from the 
tunk, by which tho latter would) become a small Jako of about 2 miles in 
longth by 1 or 14 milo in breadth, and provide the means of irrigating a 
cousiderablo portion of the fine valley of Masur.” 

19. Some attempt has since been made to utilize what re- 
mained of this tank below the level of the breach in the original 
work. T must note, however, that the present breach, or natural 
escape of the tank, bears every appearance of being not through 
an artificial embankment, but through the solid natural hill, It 
may be that the hill was lower here than elsewhere, and that some 
embankment was necessary to keep up the level; this becoming 
breached the water gradually cut its way down and back through 
the natural hill till the present level was attained which must be 
some 80 or 90 feet below the original high level of the tank. 
Some twenty years ago Captain Playfair, R.E., Exceutive En- 
ginecr at Dhdrwar, made a tunnel through the old gigantic embank- 
ment, with a sluice, and thus enabled the tank at its present low 
level to be turned to account, and a proper waste weir was 
constructed at the head of the gorge formed by the ancient breach. 
About Rs. 1,20,000 has, I believe, been expended on this work 
from first to last, and another Rs. 1,00,000 tor establishment and 
tools, since Captain Playfair commenced on it, but it has not 
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proved in any way a success ; the revenue raised has varied greatly, 
and has averaged Rs. 1,236 for the 10 years, 1867-68 to 1876-77, 
Hats sai palates Meh inclusive. The irrigated area, which has 
nistration Renoet for 1877.78 mereased somewhat during the latter 
istration Report for 1877-78 ; ; : ; 
years, averaged 302 acres during the 
same period. In 1877-78 the irrigated area was 550 acres. The 
revenue realized at present docs not in facteover the expense 
of the establishment employed in connection with it. In para, 27 
of his appended report Mr. Wingate states that the Overseer in 
charge informed him that the revenue was only Rs. 1,400 yearly, 
and the cost of establishment Rs. 1,860. This statement the 
Overscer repeated in my presence. 


20. The irrigation from this tank is mostly during the cold 
season only; the supply of water available is sufficient for but little 
irrigation in the hot weather. Mr. Wingate states that he was 
informed in March 1876 that only 30 acres were under irrigation 
from the tank at that time, the monsoon having been unfavorable, 
and that 50 acres were under irrigationin March of the preceding 
year, 


21. The tank might be eusily made to hold a great deal 
more water; a provision exists fur raising the waste weir with 
boards, whieh would allow of much more water being stored. 
But the difficulty is that the bed of the tank is in Mysore, the 
crest of the bund being the boundary, aud every foot that the 
level of the tank is raised swamps a considerable area in Mysore, 
and therefore any artificial raisme of the tank level will not be 
permitted. An attempt was mudedn 1872 to arrange for this and 
to give compensation to the Mysore villagers for all swamped 
land, under Government Resolution, Irrigation Department, No. 
1208, dated 5th July 1871, and I spent some days at the tank 
in company with the Collector of Dharwar, and Saporinienlonk 
Mysore Revenue Survey, endeavouring as Survey Commissioner, 
both in Dhdrwdr and Mysore, to make some practicable arrange- 
ment; owing, however, to the difficulties raised by the Mysore 
authorities, this did not prove feasible, aud eventually under Gov- 
ernnent Resolution No, 15 W. I. —25 of 16th January 1874, in 
the Irrigation Department, the plan of raising the waste weir was 
abandoned. 


22. Ido not think that the present work on this tank is 
capable of being made much more of ; the supply of water is deficient 
except in the months of November and December, and the rain-fall 
is so fairly certain in these parts that cold weather irrigation is 
naturally in no very great demand. Verennial irrigation is, T 
beliove, in demand a good deal above the means of supplying it, 
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as by means of that alone can the superior crops, sugarcane, cocoa- 
uuts, &e., be raised. Even, if the Mysore Government would 
allow the waste weir to be raised, the expense of compensation for 
submerged land would be great, and the bencfit still uncertain. 


23. On the whole, the best course would be, I believe, to 
put up with the Joss which has occurred and to spend no more 
money on this work, but to construct another dam at about the 
site referred to in Captain Wingate’s 10th para. above quoted. 
This would be free from all complications with Mysore, and would 
open up a fresh ficld and draw on a fresh population to support 
irrigation, in a tract of country, too, where it would be more 
useful. 

24. As regards communications, an immense change has 
taken place in this part of the country during the thirty years 
which have elapsed since the last settlement, at the time of which 
there was not a single mile of made-road in the tdéluka or vicinity. 
Communication with Hubli and Dharwdr and Belgaum to the 
uorth, and with the Mysore Jistriets-to the south, is secured hy 
the old Bombay and Madras mail road which passes through the 
north-eastern villages. With the coast there is communication by 
two separate lines, one by Kod, Hawasbhawi and Tilwalli aid 
Sirsi to Kumta ; and another from Hirckertir vid Sirdlkop, a large 
entrepdét of trade about ten miles within the Mysore frontier, wid 
Sidddpur in North Kanara, whence one road goes to Sirsi and 
Kumta and another goes down the Gairsupsa Ghat to the port 
of Tlonivar. There are besides numerous cross roads. Some 
improvements in respect of roads are however still required, which 
will be adverted to hereafter, 


25. Of good markets there is no want both within the 
boundaries of the téluka and also at no great distance beyond 
them. Tuminkatti, Mdsur, Chik Basur, Hirekerir, Chikkertr,and 
Rattihalli and other minor market towns are within the tdluka, 
and Byddgi, [[éngal, Héveri, Sirdlkop, and Réanebennur are all 
first-class places of trade at no great distance over the boundary. 

26. The manufactures are of small consequence, being con- 
fined to the usual cotton and woollen looms, met with in greater 
or less numbers all over the Southern Mardtha Country. There 
is a total number of 437 looms in the villages under report at the 
present time, of which 394 are used for making cotton cloth, and 
43 for making woollen kdmblis, or the common black or gray 
blankets used by all the lower classes; no record of the number 
of looms existing thirty years ago is available. 


27. Statistical Statements Nos. IV, and VI. appended show 
the figures under the most important heads of comparison for the 
B370—2 
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present time and thirty years ago, from which the following ab- 
stract is compiled :— 











30 years | 1876, at 
REO cA time| time of pe ee 
of First | Revision | Increase. | Decrease. an 
Settle- Classifi- Decraase 
ment. cation. ee : 
Population sue dy dae oe 71,693 92,675 20,982 a +29'2 
H Flat-roofed and tiled ... 3,416 5,381 1,965 ws +573 
OuseS ++.) Phatched ef 15,080 14,353 rs 727 48 
Agricultural Cattle —... ike wae 29,332 36,287 6,955 vee + 23°7 
Cows, Bulfalows, and their Young ... 80,107 54,6062 es 25,445 —317 
Sheep and Goats és 17,972 14,275 ies 3,697 --20'5 
Carts isa wee aad ses ss 1,626 4,503 2,877 Se +177 
Horses and Ponies ie ws ss 823 648 ae 275 ~~ 33°4 
Irrigation ies as 3,195 1,217 22 ae +19 
Tonks =.) Drinking 2... 183 175]. 8 —43 





28. The old Kod Taluka contains 522} square miles ; the 
present population, as ascertained, in 1876, is 92,675 or 177:4 to 
the square mile. But thisis, in fact,;.an under-statement of the 
truc population, It was taken in the famine year, and though 
the taluka was hardly, if at all, touched by the famine by failure 
of crops, the population was affected by high prices, both in a 
genoral movement among the peorer classes to obtain work and 
mm the numbers of people, much greater than ordinary, constantly 
absent on employment connected with the grain trade. What 
the number of temporary absentees might amount to it is impos- 
sible to estimate, but they~could hardly exceed 2,000 to 3,000 
souls. Taking, however, the number actually counted, an average 
of 177°4 to the square mile is obtained. This is by no means « 
dense population for a tract with so much irrigated land. The 
rate of percentage increased during the last thirty years is in no 
way remarkable. Cholera will in this part of the country tend to 
check any very rapid increase of the population ; five years rarcly 
pass without a severe outbreak. 


29. The increase in houses of the better class and in agri- 
cultural cattle all point to a very considcrable accumulation of 
agricultural capital. The decrease in cows and buffaloes and sheep 
and goats is caused by the great extension of cultivation; nearly 
three-fourths of the Government land being unoccupied waste at 
the time of the first settlement, thirty years ago, and now at least 
five-sixths is under actual cultivation. Considering that grazing 
land has so greatly decreased, it is somewhat remarkable that so 
large an increase in the actual numbers of agricultural cattle should 
have occurred, seeing that much grazing land involves to a certainty 
the kecping large numbers of useless cattle, while little grazing land 
involves the keeping those cattle only which will repay their keep. 


il 


30. The great increase in carts is some indication of the 
great extension of trade which has occurred ; though these carts 
may be used for agricultural operations, their principal purpose is 
the transport of produce to markets. In no part of the Dhidrwdr 
Collectorate has the spirit of trade more strongly developed itself 
than in the tract under report. : 


31. Regarding wells and burkis, the information has been 
so recorded by the classing officer as to convey little comparative 
information ; there are, it appears, a total of 2,859 wells in the 
taluka, of which 653 were constructed during the past thirty years, 
but the proportion of the whole now and formerly in good repair 
or not, or for what purpose used at each period, drinking or irri- 
gation, cannot be elicited from the classing ofticer’s return. The 
total number of tanks shows an increase from 1,378 to 1,392, of 
which 1,217 are used for irrigation ; many of these are of very In- 
significant dimensions, often of a fraction of an acre, only supply- 
ing one or two ficldy and holding water enough for one or two 
waterings. The small increase in-the number of tanks is due 
rather to the repair and bringing into use of old works than to 
the construction of entirely new ones, From the visible remains 
of old embankments every available site in this tract appears to 
have been turned to account at some former time when a far 
denser population prevailed in these parts. 


32. Statistical Statement No. V. shows the recorded distri- 
bution of the population between agricultural and non-agricultural, 
showing 65:4 per cent. as purely agricultural, 13°5 per cent. as 
partly agricultural, and 21-1 per cent. as non-agricultural, I ex- 
ceedingly doubt of the proportions of this return can be looked 
upon as more than approximate. 


33. Appendix I., drawn up by Mr, Fletcher, Deputy Sup. 
crintendent, shows the number of schools, both Government and 
private, and the daily attendance. Government schools are record- 
ed as 17, with a daily attendance of 540°2 ; and the private schools 
50, with a daily attendance of 492. Girls’ schools there are none. 


34. Statistical Table No, TV. shows the number who now 
return themselves as able to read in comparison with the returns 
of thirty years ago. It is stated that thirty years ago 3,491 males 
could read, while now, notwithstanding the increase of population 
by 29°2 per cent., but 3,586 can read. I doubt the correctness of 
these figures exceedingly as giving any comparative view of the 
progress of cducation. Just the same results have been observed 
in the returns for other télukas previously revised in Dharwar. 
Tt is a matter of every-day notoriety that the ability to read and 
write ts much more common than formerly, and that while former- 
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ly it was confined almosi entirely to the Brdhmans, now it is to 
be found among all, even down to the very lowest classes. The 
explanation, I think, may be found in the following probabilities ; 
formerly there was little going to and fro, little trade, and small 
eall for people to leave their own homes ; bare food was execedingly 
cheap and casily obtained, and there was rarely any call from inside 
or from outside to leave the native village. Now circumstances 
are widely different ; the well educated among the Bréhmins as 
well as the moderately educated among the other classes seek their 
fortune away from their native country in large numbers, some 
leaving their homes permanently and others during the busy time 
of the year for trade, the fair scason, which is just the time when 
the cnumeration of the people by the survey is taken. The 
numbers shown as able to read and write at the present time— 
3,491—is quite incompatible with a daily school attendance of 
1,032, which is as nearly as possible 5 per cent. of the total male 
population under [5 years of age and probably fully 20 per cent. 
of those of the age at which school, would be attended, 


35, Statements A and Bare appended, showing the cases of 
sale and mortgage of land reeerded in the Registration Office 
between 1878 and 1876. The cases of sale are less numerous than 
usual ; the prices recorded are much on the usual range, running 
from five or six years up to twenty times the assessment. These 
prices however, as in all such registered transactions, cannot be 
taken as representing all that was paid, that much was certainly 
paid as a final transaction, but of the probable series of transactions 
leading up to this final one we have no knowledge. It is some- 
what remarkable that the recorded sale price ofindm land averages 
a lower number of years’ purchase than Government land. Indm 
land showing about 9 years’ purchase and Government land 12 
years. This ease only shows that subjection to or cxemption 
from assessment has little to do with the sale-value of the ees 
The same point was noticed in regard to Ranebennur in para. 28 
of my report on the revision of assessment of that taluka, No. 75, 
dated 2ist January 1878. 


36. Statement B recording mortgages of land during the 
same years exhibits more numerous cases, which are sufficient to 
show that land is here considered to be good security for money 
in considerable sums. 


37. More transactions in land might have been recorded, 
but it was necessary to exclude all those which not relating to 
land alone, included houses, cattle, trees, &c., of uncertain value. 

38. From the returns made out at the time of the classi- 
fication there were 17,018 Government survey fields in occuption 
in this tdluka ; of these 13,053, or 46 per cent., were cultivated 
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by the “occupant,” or person holding directly under Government. 
436 fields, or 1-54 per cent., were cultivated by the occupant and 
persons in partnership with him, and 3,529 fields, or 12°43 per 
cent., were sub-let, of which 2,411 were held on money rents, 
and 1,118 on rents payable in kind. Of course, these statements 
regarding rents can only be taken as approximate since it is 
exceedingly difficult to obtain exact or trustworthy information 
on these points, and rents asserted to be paid in money are 
commonly accompanied by stipulations about payments of some 
quota of produce. In regard to produce rents we know generally 
that from one-half to one-third of the gross produce, according to 
circumstances, is the common rate of sub-letting. The proportion 
of Government fields sub-let does not differ materially from that 
hitherto met with in the Southern Mardtha Country, which ordi- 
narily is about 25 per cent. of the whole. It may be readily 
understood that in many cases it may be more convenient to a 
holder of land to sub-lct for a terin than to cultivate himself, and 
T do not sce anything in the above, proportion to excite astonish- 
ment or alarm regarding land passing, out of the hands of the 
cultivating classes. In Kod, at any rate, there was still in 1877-78 
an area of 35,121 acres of Government unoccupicd arable waste 
land available for any one who chose to take it up, if he wished 
to add to his existing holding or to enter on the business of a 
cultivator and preferred to break up fresh land and hold on his 
own account instead of holding as a sub-tenant under another. 


39. Regarding past aud present prices I have obtained 
detailed returns from the Mémlatdars, through the Collector, for 
three markets among the principalan the téluka—Kod, Rattihalli, 
and Hirekertir—showing prices for covery year since 1818. These 
returns are placed in detail in the Appendix A. The following state- 
ment framed by taking the joint average of the three separate sets 
of returns for periods of ten years will, T think, give a fair idea of 
the course of prices in this tdéluka during the last (59) fifty-nine 
years :— 












Sers or 80 Tonas rer RUPEE. 























ae ° Cocoanuts 

Rico in : egal 2871 OF | Supéri or} PEF 100. 
Year, Tlusk. Jowari, Nachni, nl . |Arecannts, 

Re a p. 
1818 to 1827... 20 0 
1828 to 1837 22) 
1838 to 1847 220 
1848 to 1857... 2 111 
1858 to 1867... 3 410 
1868 to 1876 315 2 
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40. As might be expected the prices of the most valuable 
and least bulky articles show comparatively the smallest inercasc 
in price. Cocoanuts and arecanuts were always in high demand 
and casy of pied ai ; even in these articles the increase in average 
price during the last ten years compared with the decade preced- 
ing the last settlement 1838 to 1847 is not less than 90 per cent. 
In sugar and the difterent kinds of grain grown in the tdluka the 
increase in price appears as between 200 and 300 per cent., and even 
allowing that the prices of the last decade were in the earlier years 
not entirely uninfluenced by the recently closed American War, it 
is clear that the present range of prices is fully150 per cent. more 
than those of thirty or thirty-five years ago. 


41. Asregards cotton I have considered it unnecessary to 
search out local prices, which are always governed by the price in 
Bombay ; cotton is an ordinary article of produce in the eastern 
and north-castern villages only, where it appears that a total area 
of 7,489 acres was cultivated in-1876, of which a little less than 
half was of the American variety. At the moderate average rate 
of Rs. 18 of produce per acre this small area will give a gross pro- 
duce of the value of Rs. 1,34,802. As compared with the prices 
of thirty years ago the present price of cotton must be fully 150 
per cent. higher. 


42. In para. 5 of the report.on the first scttlement, Captain 
Wingate describes this téluka in its then state as follows :— 


“5, That Kod was once a populous and flourishing district, wo havo 
abundant evidonco in its thickly crowdly villages, the number and sizo of its 
tanks for irrigation, the frequently occurring fruit trees marking the sites 
of former gardens, and in its enormous land assessment, which could not 
have been borne except by a very prosperous agriculture. Now unfortu- 
nately all is changed. Its fine plains for the most part lio untilled, yiolding 
nothing but a rank herbage, and some of its richest bottoms, suited to the 
culture of rice and sugarcane, ure overgrown with date jungle. Its tanks 
are choked up with mud, its once populous villagos have dwindled away to 
a few miserable huts, and its active and flourishing agricnlturists to the most 
ey ee and spiritless peasantry to bo met within the Collectorate. 

ut evon in ruin, it is fair to look upon, and an oye accustomed to the bare 
and menotonous aspect of the Southern Mardtha Country in gencral, is 
delighted with the view from any little eminence ovor its grassy glades, 
fringed with the varied foliage of the mangoe, the tamarind, the cocoanut, 
and date palms, among which tanks are seen at intervals glistening in the 
sunshine, while thin canopies of the smoke hang lazily but gracofully over 
the tops of the trees which conccal the ruinous villages from viow.” 


43, There is no doubt that this téluka was at the time of 
the last settlement in a most extraordinary condition of depression, 
a condition even considerably worse than that of the adjacent td- 
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lukas of the Dhirwér Collectorate. This may, I think, be ascribed 
to its isolated position ; it was cut off from all the lines of trade and 
communication for the export of ordinary produce. On the western 
edge it was bounded by Mysore Territory, and cut off by it from 
the coast, and through this territory no roads whatever to the coast 
existed. It appcars, in fact, that till comparatively recent times 
the importance to both sides of opening roads into the adjacent 
British Districts from this extreme north-west corner of Mysore, 
which intervenes between British Territory, both on the west and 
cast, was not apprehended in Mysore; for, only within the last six 
or seven years and only since the survey settlement of the adjacent 
Mysore Tilukas—Sorab and Shikdrpur—have the roads in those 
talukas been connected with the roads in Kod by the road leading 
from Hirekerur to Sirdlkop, and on into North Kanara. In former 
times, that is, previous to the first settlement, Kod was entirely cut 
off from the coast, the great line of export for any but the most 
valuable and least bulky kinds of peodaes. which could then from 
the absence of made-roads be-only transported by means of track 
bullocks. 


44, Jt was only about 1848 that the ports on the coast, 
Hondvar and Kumta, commenced to be opened by roads down the 
Kanara Ghats, and it was not for some years later that these roads 
gradually were extended inland, ILence in former times there was 
no inducement to grow any produce of ordinary kinds beyond the 
local demand, The more valuable produce in proportion to bulk, 
cotton and pepper, cocoanuts and arecanuts, were grown in quanti- 
ties sufficient to supply cash to meet the Government demand, and 
were principally conveyed away by pack bullocks. To the general 
opening up of communications with the western coast, which oceur- 
red between 1850 and 1860, the renewed prosperity of this téluka 
owes its origin. Before that time the large area of indm land en- 
tirely or partially free from the levy of land revenue more than 
half sufficed to meet the demands of the people of this taluka with- 
out the aid of three-fourths of the Government land which re- 
mained uncultivated and unproductive. 


45. Appended to this letter is a statement, Appendix B, 
which exhibits the revenue history of this téluka fur ten years be- 
fore the last settlement and for cach of the thirty years during 
which it has been in operation. From this statement the following 
abstract fur one decade before the settlement and for each decade 
during which it was in operation has been drawn up. I must note 
that this statement refers to 245 villages only, excluding two vil- 
lages which having lapsed to Government, had the survey settle- 
ment introduced in 1861-62. A second statement, Appendix C, 
shows the revenue history of the two villages referred to since their 


16 


settlement with, at the foot of it, a combined revenue statement 
for the whole 247 villages for the last six years of the expired set- 
tlement, that is, from 1872-73 to 1877-78, inclusive :— 

















(Govern: Out- 
Govern- ment Collections standing 
Year ment Arable on Gov: ; Remis- , Balance 
: Uccupied | Assessed | ernment , sions. | at the 
Land. !Unoceupi-| Land. end of 
ed Land. the year. 
Acres, Acres, Rs. Ras. Rs, 
Before Settlement .../1838 to 1847 ...| 48,899 | 150,215 72,563 | 5,027 | 1,529 
After Settlement . [1848 to 1857... 87,865 115,460 86,461 441 2,693 
1858 to 1867... 162,108 | 44,978 | 1,42,826] ... - 
1868 to 1877) «..| 170,897 35,946 1,49,991 2 26 
{ 








46. Thus, for the ten years before the last settlement, the 
average occupied area of Government land was but 48,899 acres, 
aud the area of unoccupied wastewas more than treble that area 
or 150,215 acres, The average realized revenue for these ten years 
was Rs. 72,563, with average aunual remissions of Rs. 5,027, and 
average outstandings at the end of the year Rs. 1,529. In the year 
preceding the settlement, 1847-48, the occupicd area was but 38,447 
acres and the unoccupied waste 159,278 acres. After the intro- 
duction of the settlement the advance of cultivation and increase of 
revenue from the occupation of waste was steady and without 
check, as will be seen by an examination of Statement B of Appen- 
dix. The following figures showing the occupied area and revenue 
for each fifth year will show this concisely :-—~ 

















Year. | Oecd ares Revenue collectod, 
| me ne = sas 
Acres. Rs. 
Year before Settlement ... | 1847 to 1848 a0 38,447 61,544, 
Year of Settlement .. | 1848 to 1849 “| 50,535 53,676 
Year aftor Settlement ... | 1858 to 1854 wl 89,404, 88,026 
1858 t0 1859 ...| 126,498 1,16,471 
1863 to 1864 ae 174,768 1,53,058 
1868 to 1869 ...| 176,010 1,583,683 
1873 to 1874 ae 167,100 ],47,867 
1877 to 1878 ahs 171,873 1,50,427 








47, Between 1863-64 and 1868-69 an increase of the occu- 
pied area occurred which was not maintained. In 1866-67 the 
occupied area amounted to 183,298 acres, the highest point yet 
touched, This was duc to the great rise in prices, consequent on 
the American War, especially in the price of cotton. Though the 
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climate of much of this taluka is very suitable for the growth of 
American cotton, the area of fit soil available is very limited, ex- 
cept in the extreme north-eastern part, still prices were so high in 
1863-65, close on one rupee per pound, that a very small crop in- 
deed was highly remunerative. I saw in those years in this tdluka 
many cases of cotton sown in land so poor as to be utterly unfit to 
grow it remuneratively on any ordinary range of prices, the plants 
were not more than six or eight inches high, when in boll, and by 
no possibility could the produce amount to more than 10 Ibs. per 
acre, still at these prices such a crop would pay well, especially as 
the cultivator had not risked too much in the way of good cultiva- 
tion. When prices gencrally fell towards their former level, which 
began about 1868, some of the poor land taken up under the stimu- 
Jus of extraordinary prices was naturally resigned. Still the oc- 
cupied area of the last four years ranges steadily just over 170,000 
acres, which is a much higher point than was attained at any period 
antecedent to the American War, and gives a clear indication of 
the present attainment of'a pointofisteady solid prosperity. There 
is indeed an area of 35,121. aeres, bearing survey assessment Rs. 
21,991, still remaining as Government unoccupied waste according 
to the returns of 1877-78. | Much of this land has been unoccupied 
for many generations, and will require a good deal of labour to 
prepare it for cultivation. Still, as population increases, much of 
this will, [ doubt not, be absorbed into the occupied area. 


48. As regards the total land revenue of the taluka derived 
from every head, Government land assessment, judi on indm Jands, 
auction sule of grazing of waste Jands, &c. The following shows 
the figures of realizations :— 


Total Realized 








Year, 





Revenue. 
Rs. 
Year belore Settloment ... ee ..) 1847 to 1848... 1,09,017 
| 
Yoar after Settlement —... e's .-. 1848 to 1849... 96,284 
| 
Tuast Year ... es a ies Mt 1877 to 1878. 2,06,814 








49. Since 1852-53 remissions have ceased entirely excepting 
Rs. 19 and Rs. 3 in 1875-76 and the following year. Since 1853- 
54, outstanding balances at the end of the year have not occurred 
excepting three sums of Rs. 5, Rs. 23, and Rs. 6, opposite three 
years of tho statement, and the sum of Rs, 237, opposite 1876-77, 
the famine year. 
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50. As regards the price, which is obtained for the Govern- 
ment unoccupied assessed waste lands at the annual grazing auc- 
tion, it appears that in 1877-78 there were 35,134 acres of this de- 
scription of land bearing survey assessment Rs. 21,996, or annas 
10-1 per acre ; this land brought at the grazing auction Rs. 10,979, 
or an average of 5 annas per acre. There were also 57,522 acres 
of unassessed unarable lands, hills and high lying down like lands; 
these lands brought at the annual grazing auction Rs. 1,941, an 
average of 7 pics peracre. In the case of the arable assessed lands 
the grazing auction rates varicd much in different villages ; in some 
it approaches closely to and even slightly exceeds the full survey 
assessment; in others, it is very much less, We cannot expect that 
very high rates would be obtained for grazing lands in this téluka, 
grass patches are common in occupied lands, a good deal of land is, 
in fact, permanently occupied and used for grazing purposes only. 
Also the great area of unarable waste inmany of the villages ad- 
mitted of large allotments of free common lands being given to them 
at the first settlement, which would, of course, have a great influ- 
ence in the villages in question on the grazing sales, 


51. The following statement shows the number of notices 
issued during the last three years for which T have returns, in 
default of timely payment of revenue, and the number of cases in 
which it became necessary to resort to distraint after issue of the 
notice to pay :— 

















Number of 


Number of Cases in which it 


Villages in Number of 
Year, which Notices Notices, brane 
issued naeeNga 
, distraint. 
1874 t0 1875 .., aaa 1 
1875 to 1876... cite v5 10 


1876 to 1877 


The last year was that of the famine which only touched this 
tAluka on the whole so far as to raise prices exceedingly. In some 
of the eastern and north-castern villages, however, the crops were 
inferior. There is nothing remarkable in the number of notices or 
consequent sales when we considcr that on three sides this téluka 
is bounded by foreign territory with, for the most part, a perfectly 
open artificial boundary, and that cultivators to some extent live in 
one jurisdiction and cultivate land in another, and cannot always 
be got at when the day of payment of revenue arrives, 
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52. The success of the past settlement of this tdéluka brings 
prominently forward two points : 


First—The suitability of our system of settlement to 
the case of a district in a depressed and deteriorated condi- 
tion without prospective sacrifice of revenue. Instead of 
the demand being permanently fixed for the whole period of 
settlement on the occupied and unoccupied arca, it is left to 
increase spontaneously, concurrently with the voluntary 
occupation of the waste Jand, and with the derivation of 
profits from it; thus the burden is increased only as the 
strength to bear it is progressively attained. The steady 
and necessarily voluntary incurrence of the increased burden 
in the shape of revenucon waste land brought into occupation 
affords a constant proof of the continued fitness of the scale 
of assessment adopted, 


Secondly—tThis taluka affords a most marked instance 
of—first, the result. of absence of communications with 
markets, and next, of the effect of the creation of such com- 
munications. As good aclnnate as is possessed by any part 
of the whole Presideney, and the ability to produce many 
very valuable articles always in demand, were of no avail 
till ready means of attaining a market were provided. The 
present roads in this téluka or to the coast are none of them 
ofa very expensive nature, but they still provide a fairly 
sufficient outlet where none existed before. 


53. The people of this taluka are now certainly in good well- 
to-do condition ; they have on the whole a very certain climate, 
putting them well above the ordinary risks of drought. They have 
a great variety of products, many of which are always in sure de- 
mand at good prices. They have fair outlay for the export of pro- 
duce to the coast and in other directions, and they have enjoyed 
avery moderate assessment for the last thirty years. The hus- 
bandry leaves a good deal still to be desired especially in. dry-crop 
land ; it isworse in this téluka than is to be geucrally seen in Dhdr- 
wir. The occurrence of waste patches of grass in the middle of 
cultivation is to be not uncommonly seen. This may be accounted 
for by the extraordinarily rapid extension of cultivation in this td- 
luka, an extension, which, in the desire to secure land, has gone 
above the ability of the population to cultivate as well as is usual 
elsewhere, This taking up of land above present wants has been 
certainly favoured by the very low assessments fixed at the time 
of the last settlement in consequence of the then extraordinary do- 
pressed condition of this tract. Iixcept as regards purely natural 
advantages which remain much as they were in former times, the 
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present position and circumstances of this tdéluka and its people 
arc on the whole now as good as they formerly were the opposite: 


54. We have now to deal with the revision of the assessment 
of this tract; it is plain that the assessment of thirty years ago 
was avowedly pitched on a most inoderate standard in consequence 
of the extreme state of depression into which this taluka had fallen, 
and that an Immense change for the better in every respect has 
since occurred. The chanyo is so great that were the present 
assessment more than doubled, the pressure of tt would be less than 
that of the assessment imposed thirty years ago at the time it 
was imposed, and yet under that assessment the téluka has been 
shown to have thriven exceedingly. In the present case, as in that 
of other tdlukas in the Dhérwér Collectorate, the revision settle- 
ment of which has been reported upon, it is not a questior of how 
rauch it would be strictly just to take in the way of assessment, as 
how much out of what it would be just to take is now expedicnt 
to demand, 


55, Captain Wingate, in the original settlement, divided this: 
tdluka into four groups of villages with separate rates of dry-crop 
assessment, ranging from Rs, 1-6-0- for the highest group to annas. 
12-6 for the lowest; these groups divided the tiluka north-west 
and south-east into fonr pretty parallel strips, accerding to the 
variation of the rain-fall from west to cast, I have now thought 
it advisable to make one group more and to divide the tiluka into 
five groups for dry-crop rates of assessment. 


56. The groups now proposed.are as follows :— 


1st—T'wenty-threc villages, forming a projection in the 
extreme north-east of the téluka, having a moderate rain- 
fall and fully favourable for good dry-crop cultivation; for 
these I propose a maximum dry-erop rate of Rs. 2, 


2nd--Highty-nine villages forming the general north- 
eastern portion of the tiluka. The rain-fall here is not toe 
heavy for good dry-crop cultivation, though they are some- 
what inferior in this respect to the group above, and are also 
somewhat inferior in position as regards communications ; 
for these I propose a inaximunt dry-crop rate of Rs. L-12-0, 


3rd—Eighty-seven villages to the south-west of the 
last group, somewhat inferior in dry-crop climate, or in ad- 
vantages of communications, such as those in the tract cut 
off from the rest of the tdluka by the range of hills which 
runs across it in the south ; for these I propose a maximum 
dry-crop rate of Ks, 1-8-0, 
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4th—Forty-four villages forming generally the western 
portion of the taluka, in which the rain-fall is decidedly 
heavy for fair dry-crop cultivation, or villages which though 
well situated as regards rain-fall are at a disadvantage as 
regards communications, such as those in the hilly country 
on the extreme southern frontier; for these I propose « 
waximum dry-crop rate of Rs, 1-4-0. 


5th—Four villages situated farther to the south-west 
than any other part of the taluka, forming two projections 
into Mysore and worse off for dry-crop cultivation than the 
adjacent villages to the east, both in regard to heavy rain- 
fall and communications ; fur these I propose a maximum 
dry-erop rate of Rs, 1-2-0. 


57. In making the above groups, the general idea of the 
original grouping as arranged for the first settlement is preserved, 
but some changes have beeome,neeessary in the details from 
changes in circumstances ; climate has of course remained much 
as it was; the great changes Which have occurred have been in 
communications, general activity of trade, and prices. 


58. For the rice land Captain Wingate at the first settlement 
adopted one uniform maxima rat of Rs. 4-8-0. In the adjacent 
taluka of Ranebennur, which was revised last year, Captain Win- 
gate adopted a maxinun, rice rate of ts, 5. In this tdéluka he 
adopted a lower rate on aceount of its depressed condition, Cap- 
tain Wingate, as stated in para. 57 of 
my report*on the revision of HAngal 
and ‘Tadas, afterwards adupted a higher 
opinion of the value of the rice lands of Dhdrwir, and in the last 
settled tilukas adopted maximum rate as high as Rs, 8, 


* No. 178 of tho 3rd Febru- 
ary 1877, 


59. For the Kod Téluka I now propose to adopt a maxi- 
mum rate for the rice laud of Rs. 8 for the first three dry-crop 
groups, and Its, 7-8-0 for the last two. This is in general assimi- 
lation with the rates already imposed on the rice lands in the re- 
vision of the adjacent télukas of Riinebennur, Hangal, and Bankd- 
pur. [t must be understood that sugar-cane is grown in tricn- 
nial rotation, and in other years a crop of grain or pulse is taken 
after the rice in the better classes of this rice land which alone 
bear an assessment approaching to the maxinum rate. Land 
eapable of hearing a single crop of rice only would not be assessed 
up to even half the maximum rate. 

60. According to the records of the last settlement the 


total area of the rice Jand in this tiluka—Governmient and ingm— 
occupied and unoceupied—was 36,650 acres. Now we find 32,553 
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acres so recorded as rice land, a decrease of upwards of 4,000 acres. 
It might be said that this indicates a change of climate and a de- 
crease in rain-fall ; from my own experience, and I have known this 
part of the Collectorate for nearly thirty years, I do not think that 
any material change in this respect has occurred. But 1 doubt 
not that a good deal of deterioration has occurred in the minor 
tanks, of which there are some hundreds in the téluka, and that in- 
evitable silting up has much decreased their storage power, render- 
ing some of the land under them dependent on the rain-fall alone, 
which, for rice, must always, except in tracts of far heavier rain-fall 
than this, be a precarious resource. Some cause for the decreaso 
in rice land, too, may be found, in the fact, that rice was always in 
the time of very bad communications, far more saleable than dry- 
crop produce from its inferiority of bulk compared to value. “A 
cultivator would, therefore, then think it better to try his luck and 
take what ho could get in the way ofa rice crop, whatever ho did 
get being fairly saleable, than cultivate the same land as dry-crop 
at a reasonable certainty of afair crop, but which would be of small 
value when he get it owing to the small demand and difficulty of 
exporting it. Antecedently to the snrvey settlement he would 
too, in case of failure of his ri¢e crop, expect small difficulty in ob. 
taining some remission of the revenue duo, 


G1. Ido not think, therefore, it is necessary to assume too 
readily a deterioration in ¢limate of late years when other and 
sufficient reasons can be found for the decrease in the lands devoted 
to rice cultivation, all of which decrease must have gone to inercase 
the dry-crop area. This decrease in rice cultivation is not to be 
regretted, as it naturally includes that of the worst description 
with the most uncertain water-supply ; a low class of rice cultivation 
with uncertain supply of water is far from desirable ; the profits are 
very precarious and vary greatly from year to year according to 
the rain-fall. This cultivation is, in fact, a specics of gambling 
with the odds greatly ayvainst the cultivator. 


62. Of the above total area of rice land in this téluka 19,926 
acres are now Government occupied land, the assessment of which 
at the rates proposed gives an average of Rs. 3-3-1, against 
Rs, 2-1-1, the average rate of the rice land under the expired settle- 
mont. 


63. The garden lands of this téluka comprised a total of 1,290 
acres according to the former survey, and of 1,968 acres according 
to the records of the present survey. Of this tutal area 1,307 acres 
are Government occupied land. For these garden lands I propose 
@ maximum rate of Rs, 15, whichis the same rate as was sanction- 


ed for the adjacent Hangal Tdéluka. 
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64, For the garden lands of the Kod Téluka, Captain 


Wingate at the last scttlement also adopted a maximum rate of 
Rs. 15, but this rate was actually imposed in not a single case, and 
in only one village did he impose an actual rate of Rs, 14. 


65. The total area of Government garden land at the time of 
the last settlement was, as above stated, 833 acres, the average 
assessment of which was Rs. 6-7-4. According to the present 
survey the arca of Government garden land is 1,807 acres, the 
average assessment of which, at the proposed rates, will be 
Rs. 6-14-0. As in Rénebennur, as stated in para, 51 of my report on 
that téluka, this low average rate is due to a considerable area of land 
having been brought under irrigation and cultivation with grain 
and vegetables from the surplus water of the tanks after the old 
gardens had been supplicd, which land, of course, can only take a 
comparatively low water-rate, 


66. In the original settlement, in consequence of the exceed- 
ingly deteriorated state of the gardens resulting from previous 
excessive assessment, Captain Wingate was obliged to vary the 
rates considerably even on the same supply of water ; had he not 
done this many gardens would have been resigned at the settle- 
ment. During the expired settlement all the gardens have had 
ample time and opportunity to recover themselves, consequent 
there is no reason for placing different rates of assessment on simic 
lar productive capacities, in accordance with which a general uni« 
formity of rate has been tae inposed, The state of things, past 

; and present, in this respect, is precisel 
ie 178 of Grd Vebraary similar, to-that deported in cate. 50 of 
my letter* on the RA&nebennur T'4luka in 
relation to the gardens of that taluka, and also those of the other 
garden tilukas of this Collectorate—Hdngal and Bankdpur. 


67. Paras, 46 and 47 of Captain Wingate’s original settlement 
report relate to the condition of the gardens of the Kod Taluka 
at the time of the original settlement, and, as this matter is not 
without interest at present, I extract those two paragraphs in full -— 


“46. Tho present condition of these will bo found very fully describ- 
ed in extracts from report by my Assistant Mr. Fanuing and in the 38rd 
and following paras., of one by Mr. Springer, both appended to this report, 
Their descriptions could hardly be moro unfavourable, and the presont de- 
pressed condition of agriculture in Kod is nowhero more strikingly visible 
than in tho management of the garden cultivation. ‘I'his, however, is not so 
much shown by a declension of cultivation and revenue during the period of 
our management, for these, as will be apparont from tho diagram, and as 
already explained in my 30th para., have been subject to less fluctuation than 
in tho caso of the dry-crop and rice husbandry; but is chiefly apparent in 
the neglected state of the gardens thomselves. These, in fact, have been 
gradually deteriorating for many years past in many villages and in some 
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have been nearly destroyed from neglect; and Mr. Fanning in the 4th and 
11th paras, of his report above alluded to, contrasts their miserable condition 
with the flourishing stato of the gardens of neighbouring villagos over the 
border in Mysore. He attributos this difference uot so much to the higher 
assessment of garden in Kod as to the want of a superior class of cultivators, 
possessed of considerablo capital in the latter district, similar to those in 
whose hands the gardens aro generally to bo found in Mysore, though the 
great body of the peasantry may be even poorer there than in Kod.” 


47, Tagree in part with these conclusions. The garden assesamont 
of Kod, while extremely unequal and in many instances excessive, is, upon 
the whole, modorate, the averaye rato per acre for the last five years being 
Rs, 8-9-3. Gardens which had fallen out of cultivation under our manage- 
ment, owing to the heaviness of the former assessment, bave in several in- 
stances been givon out agein at rents so yreatly reduced, that these can bo 
paid from the produce yielded by the cocoanut and other fruit-trees without 
any labour whatever being oxpended on them, and several of these gardens, 
though entered in the accounts as cultivated, are in reality waste. This pro- 
duco is diminishing from year to year in consequence of no care boing taken 
of the trees, and cvven tho reduced assossment at. which they are now rated 
would, under the present system, be found excessive in the course of a few 
years, when the gardens would fall waste find be no more taken into cultiva- 
tion. ‘he holders of gardeus in this course of decay are generally from 
poverty totally incapable of cultivating them properly, and uuder a proper 
aystem of management would soon beander the necessity of giving them up. 
Under the new system the present low assessment of these neglected gar. 
dens will probably be considernbly raised, aud tho holders on failing to pay 
it, ag thoy probably will, would be subject to immediate ejectment, and the 
gardons sold to the highest bidders, should there be more than ono com- 
petitor for their possession, or obherwise given to any who might agree to 
pay the survey ront for them, In this way the gardens would gradually fall 
into the hands of partics able and anxious to cultivate them, and their re- 
storation tu a Hourishing condition. would, spoedily follow. ‘There are other 
gardens which have fallen waste from the supply of water necessary for 
their irrigation having failed, owing to the tanks from which it was obtained 
having fallen into a ruinous condition, and these, of course, cannot be re- 
stored while tho tanks remain unrepaired, upon which subject I have some 
observations to offer in the sequel,” 


68. My impression regarding the cause of the wretched con- 
dition of the gardens in question, thirty years ago, is that it was 
in the main due first to the very high nominal assessment, and the 
system of granting very large remissions in case of deterioration, 
and also to the general want of capital in the tiéluka. There was 
a want of the capital absolutely necessary to thegood garden cultiva- 
tion of the nature practised in its best form in this part of the 
country. The must remuncrative kind of cultivation is that of the 
cocoanut and arecanut, which requires a considerable time, cight 
or ten years certainly before a return is obtained, during all which 
time constant and heavy expenditure must be going on; this ex- 
penditure can be, tu a great extent, met by the returns from the 
annual crops of betel-leaf, plantains and other minor articles, which 
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ean be cultivated together with cocoanuts and arecanut, but for such 
articles as betel-leaf or plantains, now valuable enough ordinarily, 
a market must be available at no great distance, as they will not 
bear many days’ carriage. In recent times, antecedent to the last 
settlement, such markets were rare; the articles in question were 
luxuries in which the general condition of the pcople did not permit 
much participation ; consequently a good demand for them was 
confined to the very few large towns scattered over this tract of 
country. From this cause high garden cultivation was not ree 
munerative cnough to entice to it what little capital there was in the 
country ; it paid better to take the gardens as they were, a legacy 
from past times ; take what crop could be got, put no capital into 
improvement or renewal, and trust to remissions on account of im- 
poverished condition of the gardens to keep down the annual 
Government demand, any pressure in enhancement of which, an 
occurrence always possible, would certainly result in resignation. 


69. The assortion that the more flourishing condition of the 
gardens in the adjacent part.of Mysore was due to the prevalence 
of lower rates of assessment there, stated to be asserted in Lieute- 
nant Fanning’s report quoted by Captain Wingate, is wholly with- 
out foundation, as has been clearly ascertained during the survey 
and settlement of those adjacent parts of Mysore which has been 
conducted under my control during the past eight years. The land 
assessment on gardens there was extraordinarily high; we found 
as much as Rs. 25 an acre not an uncommon rate actually paid 
over the whole gardens ofa village, and in addition to the land 
rate there was a “ hdlat” or excise, levicd on all supdiri on export 
from Mysore Territory ; the actual-realizations from this excise on 
the rate in force a few years back, since reduced by about one- 
fourth, we found amounted to Rs. 20 per acre on the produce of 
every acre under supéri in the tadlukas of Mysore adjacent to Kod, 
which, with the land assessment, would make up the total burden 
on those gardens up to Rs, 45 per acre. The “hdlat” or excise is 
paid by the exporter at the frontier custom-house, and not by the 
cultivator who is rarely, if ever, the exporter ; the liability of the pro- 
duce to this tax of course affected the price paid to the producer 
by so much; he did not however see it in this light. The nominal 
land assessment on garden lands, without reckoning the remissions, 
in Kod before the last settlement, compared with that in Mysore, 
may perhaps have been a little lighter in the latter, in the freedom 
from any excise on supdri, however, Kod had a most marked ad- 
vantage. 


70. Kod in times long past must have had a far denser 
population than at present or in any recent time; the numerous 
tanks bear witness to this; the gradual deterioration of the tanks 
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would, of course, result in the deterioration in productiveness of 
the gardens. The climate in Mysore to the west is also much more 
favourable to supdéri and cocoanut cultivation ; much large jungle is 
intermixed with the cultiyation, and this, added to westerly posi- 
tion, gives a much moister climate, and moisture in the atmosphere 
is as necessary for the best garden cultivation as moisture in the 
soil, This rendered the Mysore gardens less dependent on the 
tanks than the Kod gardens were. Something has been done 
during the past thirty years to improve and rescue from farther 
deterioration some of the better tanks of the Kod Téluka. Ex- 
tremely moderateand systematic assessments for the last thirty years 
have been enjoyed ; the general improvement in the circumstances 
of the people, not only here but in the surrounding tract of country, 
has provided both agricultural capital secking for employment and 
a ready market for all kinds of produce. The condition of the gar- 
den cultivation has therefore much improved, and the area much 
increased. 


71. In addition to the revenue derivable from Government 
garden lands, some additional revenue will be obtainable from indm 
lands which will be found to have been taking water from Govern- 
ment tanks without any right to it and without payment of any 
water-rate. 


72. The well gardens have been treated, as is usual in re- 
vision settlements, in accordance with Government Resolution No. 
1028 of the 25th February 1874. Well gardens existing at the 
time of the expired settlement being assessed within the highest 
dry-crop rates, and such gardens under wells constructed during the 
eurrency of the settlement at'simpledry-crop rates. When the well 
draws its water by percolation from a tank, the land irrigated by it is 
assessed at rates not exceeding double the ordinary dry-crop rate. 


73. The following statement shows the estimated result of 
the imposition of the rates generally above described on each group 
of villages and on the whole jointly :— 





By ForweR 
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Number} Maxi- Government Government Government 
Cuass. of mom Occupied Occupied Unoccupied 
Villuges| Dry- Land. Land. Assessed Waste. 
A A A Aga reat 
S8088- B96888- S8€95- jeaa- r cont. 
ment. Acres. ment. ment. ‘ee ment, i 
Re. Ra. 
Firat 1,670 | 18,084) 21,242 
Second .. 9,340 | 83,689 { 87,43 
Third... 10,862 [ 71,656} 44,971 
Fourth .. 4,300 | 82,954) 40,14 
Fifth 1,028] 8,058/ 3,25. 
Total 86,011 | 27,289 ]2,10,541 | 2,37,16; 39°0 








27 


74. The total increase of revenue thus estimated to occur on 
the land in occupation in 1876-77 is Rs. 58,831, or 39 per cent. 
This is almost identical with the increase in the adjacent téluka, 
Ranebennur, settled in revision last year, and a little less than for 
the tdélukas to the north, Hangal and Bankdpur. In these two 
southern tdélukas, Ranebennur and Kod, greatly as they have im- 
proved under the expired settlement, a somewhat smaller increase 
than in the central and northern tdlukas is justifiable on account 
of their distance from the great centres of trade and great lines of 
traffic between the interior and the coast. 


75. Statement D. appended shows the rate of increase of the 
revenue under the proposed rates in each village. There is, as 
usual, a considerable variation in the rates of increase, caused in 
this téluka as in all talukas where irrigation prevails to a large 
extent, by increase and diminution of irrigated area from extended 
or diminished use of water, or by the improvement of the water- 
supply on the area already under, irrigation at the time of the 
first settlement. There is also another cause of apparent large 
differences in the old and the new assessment, namely, from 
some land having been assumed to be Government occupied land 
which really is indm land or Government unoccupied waste land, 
and recorded as such in the village accounts, from which the 
“ former survey,” part of the Statement Appendix D, is drawn up. 
Errors of this kind, of course, only affect the present or “revision 
survey figures” of the statements which are made out purely on the 
survey data; before the scttlement a field inspection is made by the 
local and village officers, and all lands entered according to their 
proper tenures. Mistakes of this nature in the survey entries are 
not numerous, and in a village of any size would have no appre- 
ciable percentage effect on the assessment, but in very small 
villages, with a revenue of only a few hundred rupees, it is evident 
that the transfer by mistake of even a single survey field from 
the indm to the Government head, or from the unoccupied to the 
occupied head, might give a great apparent percentage increase 
of Government revenue under the revision rates. As the survey 
data were nearly all made out in the field in 1877, and the records 
of past cultivation are taken from the returns of 1877-78, it is 
plain that opportunity occurred for some changes in occupied area, 
and that some land recorded as Government waste by the survey 
has since been taken into occupation and vice versd. 


76, The extension of the irrigated area, or the increase of 
the assessment on irrigated land, as recorded by the past survey, 
under the present survey occurs in the following manner: Tic 
water of a tank has been found sufficient to irrigate land whic: 
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was hitherto recorded as dry-crop land. Never having been 
irrigated within any recent period at the time of the first settle- 
ment, and probably for long before having been unoccupied waste, 
the land had lost all appearance of ever having been irrigated, and 
was classed as dry-crop land. Since the first settlement this land 
has _ been irrigated, a littlo trouble in clearing out or renewing the 
old water channels being all that was requircd. In many cases it 
is found that the former valuation of water-supply is less than it 
should properly have been; this is set right in the present classi- 
fication. his error in the original classification could easily 
occur without blame being due to any one; they had, of course, to 
class upon the state of things then in existence as regards use of 
water, and from the general neglected state of the tanks and 
channels at the time, it was easy to under-rate the capability of a 
tank, or rather difficult to estimate how much further use of it 
could be made at the best than was then made. 


77. The water assessment is fixed according to the state of 
La found in existence at the time of the survey, the water- 
supply being classed or valued according to the month to which it 
will be available. In some cases Government have improved the 
water-supply of some of the more important tanks by repairs, in 

eneral conducted principally at the expense of the State, but to 
which the people benefiting by the repairs have often contributed a 
portion. In other cases the repairs required have been so trifling in 
proportion to the advantage gained that the people have combined 
and executed them themselves. Only in case of new works exe- 
cuted by Government, or repairs bringing into use an entirely 
disused tank, would any addition to the water-ratc have been 
made during the currency of the expired settlement. Land newly 
brought andee irrigation might have been called on to disuse the 
water, or to pay the same water-rate as other similarly irrigated 
land in the vicinity, but this has very commonly not been imposed 
hitherto, and now only on a systematic revision of assessment is 
this increased irrigation brought to account. To the subject of 
the repairs of the tanks in these and the adjacent tdlukas of 
Dhérwér T shall further advert hereafter in this lotter. 


78. I will now, after the above explanation, enter into some 
detailed explanation of a few of the cases in which the largest 
increases of assessment appear under the proposed rates of 
assessment. 


79. Two cases of increases of total assessment of over 100 
er cent. occur ; the firstis number 123 of the statement, Basrihali, 
mereased 103°6 per cent., or from a total of Rs. 444 to a total of 
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Rs, 904. This increase is at once explained by the following 
figures -— 





















By OLp Survey. By Present SURVEY AND ASSESSMENT. 











Garden Land. Rice Land, Garden Land. 
Acres. jAssessment.| Acres. |Assessment. 
Rs, Rs. 
300 


Rice Land. 








Here, there has been no great extension of the irrigated area, 
the rice land formerly was 110-aeres ; now we find the total of the 
rice and garden 117 acres, the latter being irrigated from tanks. 
Here we find assessment on irrigated area alone formerly Rs. 177 
and now Rs. 498, an inerease of nearly 200 per cent. from the 
increased valuation of irrigation. This increased valuation of 
irrigation is purely due to the tank being turncd to better account 
than it was formerly ; it has never been improved during modern 
times, either by the villagers er by Government. At the time of 
the present classification 1¢ was stated by the villagers that during 
the past forty years about Rs. 100 worth of petty repairs might 
have been executed by them. 


80. The second case of very large increase in assessment is 
number 185 of the list, Byathanhal ; here the increase is 140-2 per 
cent. In this case the rice land recorded at the first settlement 
was 90 acres, bearing assessment Rs. 190. Now there are 135 
acres of rice land, assessed at Rs. 562, which, by the additional 
water assessment, fully accounts for the large increase of assess- 
ment on this village. 


81, Two cases of increase of assessment of between 90 and 
100 per cent. occur. The first is Kondpur, No. 166 of the List, 
increase 96°8 per cent.; the total former assessment of this village 
was but Rs. 63, which has now become Rs. 124; in so small a 
village a very trifling sum would evidently much swell the percent- 
age increase. In this village the former area of rice land is 6 
acres, bearing assessment Rs. 14; now the area is 11 acres, bearing 
assessment Rs. 32; this increase wil] partially, and but partially, 
account for the heavy percentage of increase. But itis to be 
noted that, while the total area of the village now is indentical 


30 


with that of the last survey, and there is only a difference of one 
acre in the unarable arca ; the area of Government occupied dry-crop 
land recorded by the present accounts is 105 acres, while the arca 
according to the present survey records is 119, or 14 acres more ; 
in a village of such trifling revenuc the increase of Rs. 18 on the 
rice, and that due to the extra 14 acres, included in the Government 
occupied area, would be quite sufficient to bring the total revenuc 
out of ordinary into extraordinary percentage increase. 


82. The second case of inercase between 90 and 100 per 
cent. is that of Basdpur, No. 180 of the List, the total present 
assessinent of which is Rs. 138, and that under the new survey 
Rs. 273, an increase of 97°8 per cent. In this small village there 
were, by the last survey, rice land 3 acres assessed at Rs. 5, now 
there are 22 acres assessed at Rs. 52; there is also an increase in 
the area of Government occupied land from 284 acres to 315 acres, 
due, as in the case described in the last para., probably to some 
land having been recorded as-oceupied at the time of the survey, 
which has since become waste or was indm land. After allowing 
for the additional rice land and the additional area recorded as 
Government land, the percentage increase in this small village will 
shrink into no extraordinil proportion. 


83. I have gone through all the other increases of assessment 
on individual villages above 60-per cent., which are only eleven in 
number, and find that, without exception, they are every one to 
be accounted for by one or both of the same causes as apply in the 
case of the four villages above referred to in detail, Considering 
the immense change which has taken place in this téluka in the 
last thirty years, the number of cases of abnormal increase of 
assessment is wonderfully small. Where irrigation prevails to a 
great exteut from small works and at the time of the first survey 
the larger proportion of the area was unoccupied waste, great 
changes must be expected when a revised valuation including soil 
and water comes to be made. 


84. In four villages a small decrease of assessment occurs, 
the decrease in irrigated area or an apparent decrease in the 
Government occupied area, owing to the old and new survey 
returns being made out from the accounts of different years, o1 
from wrong entry of some land as indm which should have been 
entered as Government, will, in part, if not wholly, account fox 
this decrease. 


85. In regard to the ro-assessment of rice land I must note 
that every precaution is taken to prevent any possibility of assessing 
unassessable improvements in regard to rice land made since the 
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last settlement. The plan adopted was that adopted in the 
Bank4pur and other télukas of Dhdrwdr and approved by Govern- 
ment Resolution No. 1031 of 16th February 1876, para. 5. 


86. There is still a considerable area of Government unoc- 
cupied assessed waste land in this taluka, the detail of which is as 
follows :-— 


By Oup Survey, By Present Survey. 


Acres, |Assessment. 





Rs. 


Dry-crop 
Rice ... 
Garden 














Total... 35,134 | 21,996 


RT 








The inerease in the total arca of the unoccupied waste land is 
due to lands hitherto included in, unarable and unassessed now 
coming under the arable and assessed head, Much the greater 
part of the large area of waste dry-crop land, appearing in the 
above statement, is very inferior high lying land which for long 
to come will only be used for grazing purposes, and will, therefore, 
not be permanently occupied to any material extent. I should 
expect to find that some or most of the rice and garden waste land 
may be taken up shortly, without an examination of the reasons 
for cach particular field now unoccupied ; being so, it is impossible 
to assign any reason for this arca of vice and garden land remaining 
still unoccupied. 


87. Some additional increase of revenue may be expected 
from the judi infm Jands. Whenever the ancient or “ Mémul” 
judi payable on these lands was more than the survey assessment 
at the last settlement, the survey assessment was, as usual, fixed 
as the judi payable for the thirty years period of the settlement. 
Now on the revision either the ancient or ‘“ Mdmul” judi, or the 
new assessment, whichever may be the lower sum, will be payable 
for the next thirty years. It is impossible to say till the settle- 
ment is introduced what sum will accrue from this cause. 


88. The following statement shows the total area and 
assessment of the villages under report under every head :— 
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By ForMER Survey. By Revision SURVRY. 











Collection of 
Judi on 


Indms. 














Acres. Agsogament. Assessment, 
Rs, Rea. Ra, 
Government Oceupied Land ... «| 1,72,658 | 1,51,033 | 1,74,530 | 2,09,864 
Government Unoocupied Arable 
Waste... “a ar oe ee 35,134 21,996 36,011 27,289 on 
Indms .. as ee ae wis 67,643 75,174 68,630 | 1,03,072 45,706 
Government Unarable Unassessed 
Waste... were Re see ae 57,522 be 55,096 és 
Total ...| 3,32,957 | 2,48,203 | 3,34,267 3,40,225 45,706 


89, On the whole occupied Government land under every 
head—garden, rice, and dry-crop—the assessment of the last 
settlement shows an average rate of annas 14 per acre, and under 


the proposed assessinent the average is Rs. 1-3-2, an increase of 
annas 5-2 per acre. 


90. The re-survey and» revision ‘of assessment now reported 
upon will, I estimate, costa total sum of Rs. 64,898, for which an 


annual increase of revenue amounting to at least Rs. 58,800 will 
be obtained. 


91. It remains to notice the irrigated lands under the Madag 
Tank, which are found in seven villages and amount to 546 acres 
25 gunthas according to our data. Phose Jands havo now all been 
divided up into small survey numbers of from 3 to 6 acres each, 
and are recorded as dry-crop land, and so assessed. The wator- 
rate being annually imposed, according to the crop grown, by the 
Irrigation Department, to facilitate whose arrangements the divi- 
sion into small survey fields, as above described, has been made at 
the time of the present survey. The area irrigated in 1877-78 
was, according to the annual report of the Irrigation Department, 
550 acres; the realizations of water-rate for that year are not 
stated, but, at the average rate of the preceding year, they would 
be Rs. 1,921. Unless any material change in the cost of the 
establishment for managing the irrigation from this tank has 


occurred, it cannot be much less than that stated in para. 19 above, 
namely, Rs. 1,860. 


92. Were the water assessment of this tank managed as 
that of other tanks, the distribution of the water of which is in 
the hands of the people themselves, I feel certain that as much or 
even a larger revenue could be realized and a very much smaller 
expense for irrigation establishment would be entailed, cnough 
merely to control the maintenance of the principal channels would 
suffice. The water-rate instead of being fixed on the crop and 
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on the area irrigated from year to year, would be permanently 
fixed for whatever period might be thought proper on the survey 
field, in combination with the soil rate, and those accepting water 
on these terms could only get rid of the water-rate so long as water 
was supplied by resigning the land also, in the manner usual in the 
case of the old irrigated Jand of the Collectorate. It would only 
be necessary to fix for each survey field the month to which it was 
entitled to receive water each year, and the distribution might 
then be left to be controlled by a Panchdyat under the control of 
the Revenue authorities. 


93. There is an additional reason for some arrangement of 
this kind, which is, that tank in question is in a remote corner of 
the Collectorate and a great distance from any other work, under 
the direct management of the Irrigation Department ; any effective 
supervision of details by superior Irrigation Officers is therefore 
next to impossible. Whatever might be the financial result of the 
change of plan it could notbe-worse than that of the present 
system which results in ac dead annual loss now extending over 
some ten successive years, 


94, Some few years back Colonel Fife, then at the head of 
the Irrigation Department, did entertain the idea of, at an early 
date, fixing permanent assessments irrespective of the crop grown 
and fixed on the average supply of water, in the case of the lands 
below this tank; but he was at last deterred from doing this by the 
supposition that a considerable extension of the channels was pos- 
sible, and that the rate now fixed for lands near the head-works 
might have been fixed on the assumption of a larger supply of 
water being available to them than would be the case when the 
channels were extended. In consequence of the refusal of the 
Mysore Government to allow any raising of the works for retain- 
ing water and thereby increasing storage capacity, no more can be 
made of this tank than at present as a reservoir affording perennial 
irrigation, for which purpose the 40 or 50 acres now said to be 
under this kind of irrigation may be the limit. There is certainly, 
without any increase of the storage capacity, a very great capa- 
bility in this tank, which is filled by a river fed from the Mysore 
jungles towards the ghats, for affording irrigation up till, perhaps, 
the end of October without materially endangering the tank being 
still full in the middle of November. But the ordinary monsoon 
in this valley is most certain, and monsoon irrigation therefore 
would not be in any demand. ‘This therefore hardly appears to 
be a locality where any further expenditure on this irrigation work 
is advisable. 


95. If we had full command of this tank and could, without 
hindrance, execute any works we chose to undertake, a most magni- 
B 370--5 
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ficent reservoir could be constructed, the water from which might 
be conveyed far to the eastward into the country, where uncertain 
rain-fall commences to be the rule. Those tracts would certainly 
derive much advantage, but whether it would ever pay Govern- 
ment or not would remain to be seen. In the very outset one 
possible financial and economical objection would occur, in that if 
the present tank was enlarged to the maximum amount the lands 
of a number of most fertile villages, above it in Mysore territory, 
villages which have an excellent rainfall and hardly know the name 
of drought, would be submerged, involving a heavy expenditure in 
compensation ; this would be a certain loss both of revenue and 
food-supply to set against the somewhat uncertain gains under the 
same head at the other end from the area rendered susceptible of 
irrigation by the construction of the great work, 


96. There is apparently ne want of a remunerative field for 
expenditure on irrigation works of a restricted and comparatively 
inexpensive character in this tdéluka. It is true that the tdluka 
not being a tract liable to be affected-by drought does not in itself 
absolutely feel the want of such works, but it must always be an 
advantage to increase the general produce of the country, and 
the more so when this can be done with a pretty certain prospect 
of a remunerative return. Mr. Wingate, the Survey Officer, who 
was employed on the classification, in para. 25 of the extract of 
his report ee points out. more than one of such works, the 
restoration of which would apparently prove remunerative in every 
sense. 

97. As stated in para. 17 above there are 1,217 tanks used 
for irrigation in the Kod Taluka; when or by whom these were 
constructed, it is impossible to say; they are, ‘as stated by Captain 
Wingate in para. 8 of his report on the original settlement of this 
tdluka, a legacy from the times of the Anagundi or Bijnagar 
Kingdom, which finally fell before the sovereign of Bijépur at the 
battle of Tdlikot in a.p. 1564. These tanks are very few of them 
of any size or hold water beyond a month or so after the monsoon ; 
they are mostly much silted up, very few tanks have been repaired 
or renewed by the British Government. The theory in Dharwdr 
regarding all the small tanks so common there, appears to have 
been that the tank is Government property in charge of the people, 
and it was their business to execute all minor repairs and renewals 
sufficient to keep it fairly effective. In many cases, in the case of 
larger tanks where the repairs required were so extensive as to be 
beyond the means of the villagers, it was the practice for the vil- 
lagers to contribute a part of the expense and the Government the 
remainder, liability to the payment of irrigated assessment conti- 
nuing entirely unaffected both in the case of lands already irrigated 
and those newly brought under irrigation. In such a case of 
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repairs having been jointly executed by the villagers and by Gov- 
ernment, there would, unless specially agreed upon, be no zight 
for Government to increase the rates on land already under irriga- 
tion, though there would be a right to impose an extra assessment 
for water on all lands newly brought under irrigation or to gene- 
rally modify the rates on a general revision of assessment. 


98, In regard to large tanks with irrigated land below them 
paying a large revenue, in self defence Government cannot allow 
them to become so deteriorated as to endanger the revenue, and 
either with or without contributions to the expense by the people, 
occasional heavy repairs must be arranged for. In some cases 
when Government undertake the entire expense and improve 
the supply of water materially, it may be possible to increase the 
water-rate on the lands irrigated, the ability to do which is pro- 
vided for in the survey guarantee. 

99. In the case of tanks of moderate size which have fallen 
into such a deteriorated condition-as to be nearly, if not quite, in- 
efficient and disused, and-are made little or no use of, it is simply 
a financial question whether it is worth the while of Government 
to repair them or not. The sizé and state of these works venerally 
places them quite beyond the unaided means of the people to re- 
pair, and as there is little or no present irrigation below them and 
the want of irrigation is not sensibly felt at present, at any rate, 
in this taluka, the people have no direct interest sufficiently strong 
to induce them to come forward with contributions, as they often 
will when they have land actually under irrigation, the continued 
efficiency of which they see jeopardized by the increasing dete- 
rioration of the tank. Therefore, unless it is found to be worth 
the while of Government to undertake the repairs of such tanks, 
they must remain in their present state either till it is worth the 
while of Government to execute the necessary work, or till capital 
so far increases that the people will come forward with contributions 
to aid in doing so. This will doubtless come in time, and I have 
little doubt that the first energetic Assistant Collector who holds 
charge of this tdluka for a time long cnough to enable him to 
acquire influence with the people, will induce them to come forward 
with contributions for tank restoration, as they did thirty years 
ago when the late Mr. Goldfinch for some six or seven successive 
years held charge of the southern talukas of Dhdrwér. 


100. As regards the small tanks, the smallest of which are 
called “ Katis,” they must be left entirely to the people them- 
selves and to their own feeling of sclf-interest ; it is impossible for 
Government to take in hand or interfere with the repair of such 
petty works, many of which only cover an area of a fraction of an 
acre and water a single field ; the main embankment has come down 
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as a legacy from old times, and it is customary for the persons 
interested to execute such repairs as they please to undertake, 
which are generally effected at the expense of a few days’ labour, if 
very shallow ; from having silted up such tanks often fall into alinost 
entire disuse, their water capacity becoming entirely, or nearly 
entirely, destroyed, and the embankinent very probably breached 
in some part. In time as capital inercases and the pressure of the 
population on the land becomes greater than it is at present, many 
of these small tanks will probably be turned to account again. 


101. In communications what is most required is a road 
branching from the made-road at or near Hawasbhawi to the 
market town, Byadgi, which would bring all the centre of the 
taluka into direct connection with the great main road leading up 
to Hubli and the north. The south-eastern villages near the 
Tungbhadra River and among the hills are at present very badly 
off fur communication with the main lines of trattic. A few miles of 
made-road from about the village of Hallur to the bdzdr town of 
Tuminkatti would be of great use to all the south-eastern villages, 
and if the track to Masur was also cleared of all material obstacles, 
this part of the taluka would be fully provided for. 


102. The present revision will materially add to the Local 
Fund resources of the tiluka, and it may be hoped that means 
may be found tor effecting the Improvements above indicated at 
an carly date. 

103. The re-classification of this tiluka was made under the 
supervision of Mr. R. T. Wingate, Assistant Superintendent, to 
whom my acknowledgments are dué for the manner in which he 
performed the duty entrusted to him. 


104, Of the above 247 villayes the settlement was under 
the sanction of Government Resolution No. 2182 of 25th April 
1878, introduced into fifty-one (51) villages last year, which scttle- 
ment will take effect in the current year; the settlement will, if 
sanctioned, be introduced into the remaining one hundred and 
ninety-six (196) villages in the current season, and will take effect 
in the ensuing revenue year. 


105. It now only remains to request the sanction of Govern- 
ment to the above proposals and to the issue of the usual guarantee. 
Your obedient Servant, 
W. C. ANDERSON, 
Survey and Settlement Commissioner, S. D. 


(Forwarded through the Collector of Dhdrwir and the 
Commissioner, 5. D.) 
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APPENDIX A. 


Statement showing the yearly price of certain kinds of produce in the Hire Kerur, 
Raitihali and Kod Markets of the old Kod Taluka for the last 59 years made out 
from the returns received from the Collector of Dhdrwir. The measure is reduced 
to Indiun seer of 80 Tolus per rupee. 
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1958... «| 68 | 120 | 116 | 113] 42] 212 of 60 | 120 sale 44] 2 8 of oa | 121/115 | Le] 4g 
1859.. .., 50 | 108 | 312/11, 44] 212 | 60 | 100 | 100 164 43) 2 0 of 48 | 106,114 | 11 | 44 
1860... .f 48 | 102 ( 108/12] 44) 212 Of 34 | 9G | 100 |\143) 43 | 2 46 | 104.309 | 1 4g 
wer... ..| 46 | 62 | oo] axle fone a | 64] | By] 4 
wea... =| 42 | 88 ] «65; 7; Be] 214 do | 88) 6 | 7 | 58 
yses.. ..| 82 | 18 | a a 80 BO 1B} 2 | 7 5 
1864. 1 | 1 | 2] 6/6 | 8 0 7 19; 2 | er] 5 
1865. ..{ 20 | 22 $2; 6/34 /¢ 0 82 19 23° 32! 8 | 4 
1866, . 20 | 17 | sai siay}4 8 2 | ot | 40] 5] 8 18 Wj) 38 | Se: 5 
1867... ez | za | az! bia |¢ o of 2 | 80 |_| 725 0 of 2% | mw! | 6 4 
iia dig a ent Cay eS, 
1868... 60 si 33] 4 8 Of 26 | 32 «| 5) 2%/]6 0 22 ) 49) 80 4} | 8 
1869, 5 0 O 2% | 2 | 46: 44] 2h:4 0 Of 34) 7B, 85 44] 4 
1870... 40 @ 82 | $2 | 48] 748 [4 0 Of 20; 38. 42 Gi} 4 
1871 40 43! 718 [4 0 of 2 | 36] a2 5 | 4 
1872 40 48/ 7413 | 4 0 of 20 | 36) 41 5 | 4 
1878..00.. 40 4 s2 | s2 |] 48] 78 ]4 0 20 | B86] a1 5 | 6 
1874... 4817 | 50 | s2]101s3;4 0 of 14 | 40] 48 | ova] 4 
1875... we 40 64; 8}, 8 4 | 30; 6&4 | 10 | 4 
1876... 8 8 @ 17 | 26 | 40; 83 2%] 3 8 Of 16 | 284 S90 | Bt] 8B 
——H_| | — | _ _} —-. SS | 

Average a 24 | 3.11 10) 20 4081 408 63 4 
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APPENDIX A—continued. 
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Survey and Settlement Commissioner, 8. D. 
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APPENDIX B. 
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APPEN 


Revenue Slatement for 245 villages situated in the old Kod Taluka of the Dharwar 
above the upper horizontal line are those antecedent to the Survey Settlement which 


Yauans. 


ee 





1838-39 
1839-40 
1840-41 
1841.42 
1842-43 
1843-44 
1844-45... 
1815-46... 
1846-47. 
1847-48 


1848-49... 
1849-50... 
1850-51... 
1851-52 
1852-53 
1853-54 
1854-55... 
1855-56... 
1856-57... 
1857-58 
1858-59 
1859-60 
1860-61 
1861-62 
1862-63 
1863-64 
1861-65 
1865-66 
1866-67... 
1867-68 .., 
1868-69... 
1869-70 
1870-71 
1871-72 
1872-73 
1873-74 
1874-75 
1876-76 
1876-77 
1877-78 


1878*-79 ... 
1879-80 

1880-81... 
1881 82__... 








" This year only 61 villagos have the revision survey ratea introduced into thein, 





OccUP1ED LAND PAYING ASSESSMENT TO GOVERNMENT. 


Occupled 
acTes. 


58,253 
57,300 
65,696 
55,312 
52,225 
45,212 
39,874 
37,719 
48,949 
38,447 


50,535 

67,835 

71,919 

81,714 

86,478 

89,404 

93,737 
100,997 
115,362 
120,671 
126,493 
135, 948 
151,588 
147 ,063 
156,665 
174,763 
181,593 
181,420 
183,298 
182,249 
176,010 
172,949 
172,750 
169,611 
165,743 
167, 100 
170,323 
171,648 
170,967 
171,873 
169,672 
167,206 
165,771 








164,850 





Full standard 
agsossment. 


3 


Ra. 


94,397 
89,096 
89,853 
90, 383 
86,709 
74,777 
64,659 
60,594 
62,993 
62,445 
53,877 
72,199 
74,169 
82,114 
85,870 
88,026 
91,921 
97,151 
1,07,411 
12,315 
6,471 
3,828 
4,933 
32,468 
3,058 
5, 847 
5,951 


wepht 


2 


won 


ot 


at 


pee] 
~ 
w 
os 


7,125 
3, 683 
1,334 
51,490 
9,126 
6,571 


Tap Ob pe tn Gr Oo en 


oo 
“Ic 
No 
mew 


0,183 
9,534 
(0,427 


1,61 ,380 
2,02,088 
2,00,367 
1,99,381 


1 
1 
I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
] 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
] 
1 
1 
1 
1 


seu ew 


Ste 



































Remiesions. 

ptlerig Casual. | Total. 
4 | 5 | 66 
Rs. Rs, 
21,094 | 21,094 
4,982 | 4,982 
3,673 3,673 
3,248 j 3,248 
5,641 | 6,641 
971 971 
1,029 1,029 
7,730 7,730 
1,006 1,006 
9OL 901 
‘Ts 201 201 
pak 40 40 
tte 67 67 
i. 67 67 
\ 68 68 
Ce io} 19 
os 3 3 


a “96 | 968 
| 34,044 | 34,044 





Balance for 
Collection, 


53,676 
72,159 
74, 102 
82,017 
85,802 
88,026 
91,921 
97,151 
1,07,411 
1,12,315 
1,16,471 
1,23, 828 
1,34,933 
1,32,468 





2, 00,271 
1,865,137 


result of which is shown below 


UNoccUrteD ASSESSED 


ae a 


Acres. 


137,981 
139,690 
140,693 
141,107 
145,237 
153, 182 
162,269 
164,260 
158,452 
159,278 


139,276 
133,623 
131,054 
121,763 
117,891 
114,985 
112,656 
105,745 
91,445 
86,164 
80,432 
71,000 
55,138 
60,257 
60,672 
$2,531 
25,571 
25,627 
23,749 
24,798 
31,036 
34,109 
34,308 
37,465 
41,325 
39,838 
36,202 
34,888 
35,170 
35,121 


37,386 
41,062 
43,322 
44,421 








GOVERNMENT 













Full 
assessmont, 


60,654 
61,933 
62,197 
62,120 
65,454 
72,872 
78,727 
79,786 
81,657 
82,708 


97,288 
93,181 
953,084 
85,573 
82,816 
80,648 
79,118 
74,319 
64,136 
59,249 
55,170 
47,875 
36,045 
30,897 
32,489 
20,610 
16,452 
16,140 
14,755 
14, 962 
18,504 
20,747 
20,889 
22,993 
25,586 
24,198 
22,109 
21,676 
20247 
21,991 
24,143 
32,508 
35,234 
36,453 





Vide Government Resolnti . 
congequence of the famine, and compriyes portions of the Revenue due according tu oolumis nie aad He 


DIX B, 


Collectorate in which the Survey Settlement was introduced in 1848-49, 


Ai 


The years 


was for 30 years, at the expiration of which «. revision of assessment took place, the 
tha lower horizontal line. 


ARAULE 
LAND, 





Realizations 
from auction 
salo of 
Bracing. 


216 
1,737 
Boul 

754 

595 

126 

293 
7,231 
8,458 
8,380 


8,308 
12,976 
12,419 
11,774 
12,256 
14,524 
15,123 
14,967 
13,803 
12,645 
11,596 
11,239 

9,462 
11,486 
10,086 

8,548 
12,996 
11,446 
13,183 
12,365 
12,191 
11,474 
11,583 

9,705 
10,758 
10,652 
10,122 

9,989 

9,757 
10,977 


8,713 
5,629 
5,129 
4,137 


LAND THE REVENCUS OF WHICH IB ALIBNATRD 


ENTIRELY OK PARTIALLY (1N4‘M), 


Avtres. 


ul 


88,767 
88 183 
$8,592 
88,585 
87,670 
87,326 
83,274 
82,638 
TT AGA 
81,596 


EE 063 





73,720 
22,205 


68,284 
68,216 
68,211 
68,189 
68,166 
67,835 
67,818 
87,861 
67,985 
68,102 
68,088 
68,088 
68,089 
68,083 
68,083 
63,037 
67,935 
67,907 
67,903 
67,892 
67,860 
67,009 


66,946 
67,079 
66,944 
66,764 





of 25th April 18238, 


3% 370—6 


Full standard 


agsegsrucnt, 


12 


Ra. 


75,700 
75,842 
75,610 
75,527 
74,955 
74,209 
69,999 
67, 955 
68515 
68,422 


92,507 
92,229 
80,342 
79,933 
78,952 
78,964 
76,522 
76,105 
76,023 
76, 006 
75,933 
76,871 
76,008 
75,354 
75,327 
78, 359 
75,511 
75,609 
75,500 
75,601 
75,458 
75,49 
75,469 
75,556 
75,452 
75,422 
75,416 
75887 
75,332 
74,596 


80,990 
1,063,059 





1,02, 552 
1,02,316 











Collections, 
quit-rent, &c. 


13 


Ra, 


438,601 
59,460 
50,339 
50,685 
48,489 
47,291 
41,600 
36,857 
39,063 
39,093 


34,300 
30,002 
28,308 
28,011 
27,186 
33,049 
31,550 
31,476 
31,830 
32, 124 
82,176 
36,100 
35,040 
42,218 
42,136 
42,185 
42,275 
42,187 
42,186 
42,067 
42,046 
42,011 
42,006 
41,912 
41,838 
41,828 
41,824 
4,781 
41,753 
45,410 


42,399 
44,625 
45,168 
43,504 











Tora LAND GOVERNMENT, OCCUPIED AND UNOCCLTIED, 


Total 
of Columns 
2-8 and 11, 


14 


285,001 
285,973 
284,981 
285,004 
285, 132 
285,720 
285,417 
284,617 
284,466 
279,321 
— 
274,874 
275,178 
275,178 
275,178 
275,178 
275,178 
275,096 
275,091 
276,091 
275,091 
275,136 
Ra he 
275, 142 
2755155 
275,155 
275,155 
275,149 
275,149 
275,135 
275,135 
275,135 
275, 141 
275,141 
275,113 
275,003 
274,845 
274,428 
274,428 
273,997 
274,003 


274,004 
275,347 
276,038 
276,085 





{ 





AND INa’x. 


Full usgesainent, 
Total of Columns 
9-12. 











15 16 
Ra, 
2,30,651 1,71,120 
2,26, 871 1,465,311 
2,27,660 1,38,080 
2,28,030 1,38, 44 
2,27, 118 1,30,152 
2,21,858 1,21, 223 
2,13,385 1,05 ,523 
2,08,335 96 052 
2,13, 165 1,09,508 
2,148,575 1,09,017 
—————— 
2,453,672 96,284 
2,47,609 1,15, 187 
2,47 505 1,14, 829 
2,47,620 1,21,832 
2,47 ,638 1,25 ,224 
2,47, 638 1,35,599 
2,47, 561 1,38, 594 
2,47,57 1,438,594 
2,47,570 1,53, 044 
2,47,57 1,57, 084 
2,47, 574 1,60,248 
247,574 1,71, 167 
2,47, 588 1,79,435 
2,47,719 1,86, 172 
2,48, 966 1,093,372 
2,49,027 2,03,791 
2,47,810 2,11,118 
2,47, 700 2,09, 584 
2,47,688 2,12,802 
2,47 ,688 2,11,587 
2,47,645 2,07,920 
2,47 ,550 2,04,819 
2,47,848 2,05,079 
2,47,675 2,00,743 
2,47, 609 1,99, 167 
247,487 2,00,347 
247,246 2,01 ,667 
2,47 ,246 2,01,934 
2,47,113 2,01,041 
2,47, 114 2,06, 814 
2,66,513 2,12,492 
3,37, 640 2,52,342 
3,38, 153 2,50,630 
3,38, 150 2,12,778 


; 2 The outstauding Revenue appearin 
vf the amount of the outstandings shown in column 17 eventually collected, no record is available at hand. 


W. C, ANDERSON, 
Survey and Settlement Commissioner, 8, D. 





of Columns 
7-10 and 13, 









Oollections, Totalz| 





Balance 
outatandin: 
at cloge o! 
year. 


1,611 
2,103 
2/240 
2,146 
1141 
4,422 

456 

1G 

571 

87 
ee 


265 

3 
25,706 
I 


“287 
1,008 
B52 
410 
2,709 


in column 17 subsequent to 1876-77 is 


APPEN 


Revenue Statement for 2 villages situated in the old Kod Taluka of the Dharwir 


YEAR. 


1861-62, 
1862-03 0... 
1863-64... 
1864-65 

1865-665... 
1866-67... 
1867-68... 
1863-69... 
1869-70... 
1870-7b 
1871-72 

1872-73... 
1873-74 a. 
1874-75... 
1875-76 

1876-77... 
1877-78 


1872-73 
1873-74 
1874-75 
1875-76 
1876-77... 
1877-78... 


1878-79 ow, 
1879-80, 
1880-8! 
1881-82... 











Occupted 


Acres, 


745 
764 
764 
764 
7957 
776 
7173 
726 
Th3 


713 
Ts 
T04 
735 
785 


780 


166,456 
167,804 
171,108 
172,433 
171,752 
172,658 


170,457 
168,342 
166,577 
165,657 





Fall standard 
negessnient, 


577 
atid | 
SOL 
5Ob 
587 
599 
5 
558 
545 
545 
546 
545 
541 
606 
GOK 
GOG 
GUO 


1,61, 986 
2,03, 258 
2.01, 108 
2,00, 120 














eee 


OCCUPIED LAND PAYING ABSESSMENT TO GOVERN MENT. 


| 
| 


Renilssions, 
Cusnel + Total. 
5 6 
| 
AR 21 











Balance tor 
collection, 


556 
591 
5Y] 
591 
ii87 
599 
596 
558 
Hdd 
545 
645 
545 
541 
606 
606 


606 
606 | 


UNoccurreb ASSRABED 
GOVERNMENT 


t 
Acres. ceumie. 
8 9 
Ra. 
68 33 
53 23 
53 23 
$3 | 23 
wg! 10 
26 | 12 
29; 15 
76 5d 
89 67 
89 67 
89 67 
89 67 
98 7\ 
17 6 
{7 6 
bly ey 6 
13 5) 








General Statement for the total 247 villages 





“06 “OG 
34,368) 34,368 





| eT 





1,47,116 
1,48,-108 
1,50,327 
1,50,770 
1,50, 137 
1,51,033 











1,61, 986 
2 03,258 
2,01, 010 
1,65, 752 
























41,414 | 25,658 
39,986 | 24,269 
30,219 | 22,115 
34,905 | B1,G82 
35,187 22,253 
35,134 | 21,996 
37,402 | 24,149 
41,076 | 32,507 
45,322 5 35,284 
AA AZL | BU458 





43 
DIX C. 


Collectorate, in which the Survey Settlement was introduced in 1861-62. 



















































































ARARLE LAND TH REVESVE OF WIC IR ALIEMATED | TOTAL LAND GOVERNMENT, OCCUTIED AND TRKOCCUSIBD, 
LAND. ENTIRELY O8 PARTIALLY (TNa‘n). Aanp INA™. 
vend 
Reatizations Full standard Ful) arsessmient, Collections, Lteienapts 
ti : sallections, Total Total of Total of at close of 
Hanh niet ion] Acres. | assessiuent, ie of annie Columns Columns 7-10, year, 
grazing. &e, 28and 11. 3-09-12, 13, 
10 lt 15 16 17 
Rs, Rs, 
9 1,437 1,090 79 Po, 
6 1,437 1,090 904 Fo... 
7 1,487 1,090 905 Fo... 
8 1,437 1,090 906 |... 
4 1,437 1,090 897 Pow. 
6 1,437 1,090 909 Joo... 
6 1,437 1,020 906 eeetee 
26 1,437 1,090 888 sanene 
30 1,437 1,090 888 adeies 
39 1,437 1,090 887 Jo... 
35 1,437 3,090 883 Perrey) 
29 1,437 1,090 877 Po aes 
29 1,437 1,090 873 oe nen 
2 1,437 1,090 911 J ow, 
2 1,437 1,090 911 site 
” 1,437 1,090 912. Pa. 
2 1,432 1,089 04 Fo wu. 
of the Old Kod Taluka for ten years. 
10,787 68,570 74,930 42,141 276,440 248,699 , 2,00,044 6 
10,681 68,542 75,900 42,131 276,282 2,48 577 2,01,220 [  ..... 
10, 124 68,538 75,894 42,127 275,805 2,48, 386 2,02,578 [wee 
9.991 68,527 | 75,865 42,084 275,865 2 45,336 202,845 [oe 
9,759 68,495 75,810 42,057 275,434 2,48 203 2,01 9353 237 
10,979 67,643 75,174 45,706 275,435 2,48 ,203 2,07 ,718 donees 
i 
8,715 67,581 81,468 42,695 275,440 2 2,13, 396 1,008 
5,631 67,739 103,683 44,916 277 157 3,39,448 2,58, 805 512 
5,191 67,591 108,107 45 462 277,491 3,309,447 2,51,663 410 
4,137 67,411 102,871 43,820 277,489 3,39,444 2,13,709 2,709 












W. C. ANDERSON, 
Survey and Settlement Commissioner, 8. D. 


Onn Kor. 






Ranibennur, 


Karajgi. 


Prevent Taluka, 





Number. 


24 
25 


27 


43 
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APPENDIX 


Statement referred to in paragraph 75 of the Survey 



















































By FORMER SURVEY. 















































3 

x 3 Governnent Occupied Land. 

a| 

eek 

NaMB OP Vittacy, 5 5 3 Garden. Total. 

ft bal 2 ———— 

co] 2 § + 

g £ a 

FE a 5 . 

2 {3 E E 

a B wm < 

4 | 5 | it 12 13 14 
Ist Clase 
Re. Rs. Res. 
Ra, a. 
Taredhallf .. . \ 1,341 58 797 762 S . i oe 797 
LingSpar aa asl 1,404 bi) 663 652 2 37 m 3 674 
Nilloyal o oo al 1,056 Tex 750 708 ris aie a o. Th 
Kodihalli Budrukh .. o. 648 228 261 I84 39 | 1u2 92 | 205 342 
Lomardi on wal 3,617 707 2,40 2,147 5 801 ae ant 2,504 
Virdpir Budrukh a Ax 730 63, 382 3al a 33 a . Rez 
Shiddedowapar a ee yar U4 470 484 1a 38 1 2 484 
Ijarelakhmaépér .- 1470 63 736 655]... a “a . 786 
Shiwapur ex o a O46 | 21 461 31s 21 82 ‘2 . 482 
Kankaipur ry . 667 Ig}. 630 409 6 8 8 8 538 
Mullur .. . oy oe 1,426 412 1,250 1,282 e 22 oe . 1,250 
Kodiballi Khurd ., ol D2 Of 403 15 202 231] .. a ve we 202 
Kotanhalli.. “ ; 1,616 | 940 Ol 79 a , 5 16 66 
Jundenhalli .. . a 3,200 Ne T42 6u8 |. " oe , 742 
Haramgatth .. o o 586 57 #4 278 | .. Sc os B42 
Suranhalli —., . . 240 i) 434 19] .. a ae ee 234 
Kadamanhallf se .. 1,010 32 661 4781. or as 661 
Jen ng nop is - . 499 812i, 16a wR]... oe ie on 169 
Yattonhalll ae 1402] eo}. Ba ogg] ly : a4 
Molépur a : vs 1,083 lait Tho 439 . ae 5 
Cumanhalli .. . wa 583 63 877 263 
Alalgeri oe . “ 1,849 1,068} 1,153 648 
Agsanballl on : wef 663 475 *3a4 215 
Total of the lst Clagw..' 24,686% 4,542 | 15,657 | 12,591 13,397 
2nd Claas 
Ra. a. 

Bad& M4gnur.. . 700 56 42H 890 800 
Billhalli aE. eter os (ia 1,936 80] 1,427. 1,046 1,040 
Kupelur of . aa 8,368 / 242 | 1,Mo1 1,780 1.784 
Yalabadg! ., me a tot uy "371 BB 363 
Dandgihalli .. os a Ve1e 128 | 710 520 560 
Monshinhal .. a 4vi2 $3 744 86 016 
Kuegattl . oh ~ 880 56 zou 167 187 
Phatepur . v « 843 tu 9 68 68 
Timmenhalll .. ee . 499 67 1n7 12K 198 
Malnaikanhallj on e 983 30 $87 237 297 
BadAbasapur .. o " Gat 21 170 108 109 
SansangApur .. ae a GTR 26 203 122 142 
Konantalll .. " eepel IZ 1,404 ' 184 983 575 6aT 
Kuli .. wk wet 671 Ba 553 40?. 
Bevinhalli a. oe . B88 74 203 126 
Harogopp se, ie a | 877 a6 452 B34 
Nitapalll ae is es 459 7 304 148 
Kottihal os . z 2,280 863 | 1,647 1,210 
LingadhalH .. Af 1,065 145 1.061 1,028 
Nandthalll .. as 1,012 84 659 538 
Kurabyomli .. 1,122 ey 88 BOO 
Lingadhall Budrukh’ 1,880 130 1,281 1,261 
Benkanhalli ., nA oe 691 138 427 319 
Kabur .. o . 2,988 494] 1,806 1,819 
Najiklakmapur ee vel 82k 170 404 B2¢ 














D. 
Commissioner's Report No. 150 of 1879. 


peat as 



















































































i] 
By Revision BURVEY. 3 a 4 
8 3 3 
‘ & 3 
BI Government Occupied Land. a 3 
S d Unoceupled e 3 = 
5 ¢ Waste. 2 3 a 
g a2 | Dry-crop, Rice. | Seeton Garden, Total. og qf 
é ae Bs 
“= os = g zg a 
2, fu Pe 3 my be s = 
aq a 5 a § “6 s o 
fe] 5 8 gn 2 
“=| 43 z | é ¢ | § ge i d 
de | 3 gi 5 5 | & 28 5 
pe | a/2}4 < < aA 5 
16 Ww 18 19 20] 2 ae | 22 23 26 | 27 28 20 BO 
Ra. Rs. Re. Rg, a p. 
5a 777 1,062 3 ie oe ae! 1 6 10 40'9 
68 618 G42 26 6 293 826 18 8 B68 
138 itty 1,018 1 2 vw 6 1411 440 
oss) BTM ous | gr 273 2d wf 22 41 4399 
6o4 2.454 3,078 114 34 15% 108 165 4h-4 
87 Ertl ABR 2 2 3k 12 1 310 40:0 
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(Signed) W. C. ANDERSON, 
Survey and Scitlement Commissioner, 8. D. 
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Extract from letter No, 7, dated 16th February 1878, from Mr, R. 
T. Wingate, Assistant Superintendent, Revenue Survey, Southern 
Mardtha Country, to the address of Mr. Fletcher, Deputy Super- 
intendent, Revenue Survey, Southern Martha Country. 


The district under report is bounded on the west by the Warda 
River, on the south by arange of hills separating it from the torri- 
tory of Mysore, on the east by the Tungbhadra River, and on the 
north by the télukas of Rénebennur and Kardjgi. The Kumadvati 
River traverses the south-castern portion of the tdluka, and is 
well adapted for irrigational purposes, The banks are low, so that 
water could casily be lifted, and as the surrounding lands are for 
the most part flat, a considerable area might be watered; but the 
people appear too apathetic to make use of their advantages, and 
even in the past year of drought, few attempts were made to make 
use of the water so close at hand. Vegetables grow luxuriantly 
on the banks of the Warda, which is also suitable for irrigation, 
but these are chiefly watered by hand, no attempt being made to 
irrigate on any larger scale. The waters of the Tungbhadra are 
too inaccessible to be of much use in this way. 


3. The district under report is well intersected by roads open- 
ing up free communication with several large towns in Madras, 
Mysore, Kanara, and the coast, as well as those of Dhdrwér itself. 
Chicf amongst these is the Harihar und Samasgi made-road, passing 
through or near the market towns of Kod, Chin Mulgund, Haw- 
asbhavi and Tilwalli, connecting this district with Madras on the 
east ; and on the west, with Sandan! Sirsi, and the coast. It 
carries a deal of traffic, but aigreat obstruction is the want of a 
bridge across the Warda at or near Tilwalli where carts are 
often detained for days during the rains. 


4, The most important road traversing the district from north 
to south is that from Haveri to Shikérpur, passing through or 
near the market villages of Kagnelli, Chick-Basur, Hawasbhavi, 
and Hirekertr; close to the latter place a connecting made-branch 
govs off to the large market of Chikkerur. 


5. The main road from Wawasbhvai to Hirckertr is made 
and in good order, as it also is for a short distance south of Hire- 
kertr, but beyond that to Warda it is a mere track; the pass, 
however, at Warda is now open to carts. The portion of road 
from Hawasbhavi to Kagnclli and beyond that in the Haveri direc- 
tion seems to have had little done to put it in order, and is noth- 
ing more than a cross country track. This is a most important 
portion of the road for opening up the old Kagnelli Mahal, which 
is very inaccessible owing to the numcrous rocky and broken 
ranges of hills intersecting it, and has no good road whatever, 
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excepting in the extreme north, where it is crossed by that from 
Poona to Harihar. 

6. The Masur and Mundargi road begins at Masur and passes 
through Ratihalli, where it crosses the made-road between Hire- 
kertr and Tuminkatti, one of the largest markets in the district. 
This opens up communication with Mysore on the south, and with 
Haveri and Raénebennur on the north ; but the communication with 
Mysore to be complete would require extensions to be made to 
Sutkoti in the direction of Shikdérpur, and to Warda to meet the 
Siralkop road ; at present the produce of the Masur valley watered 
by the Madag tank and such goods as are brought from Mysore 
on bullocks have a free outlet north. 

7. There is also a fair made-road between Masur and Hire- 
kertir, and from Ilirekerir there is an extension as far as Holbi- 
kond meeting the Sirdlkop road in Mysore; this carries a good 
trafic and is the best road connecting this district with Mysore. 

8. Besides the above there are.no other made-roads in the 
tdluka ; there are, however, several fuir.cross country tracks, such 
as that from Hirekertr to Byddgi, passing through Tawargi and 
Kod, and that from Motibennur to Chikkertir passing through 
Byadygi, Sidenur, and Hawasbhavi. 

9. The castern part of the Masti valley is badly off as re« 
gards some line of communication, there being hardly any thin 
that can be termed a road,east of the village of Mydur. <A roa 
connecting Hdlur on the Tungbhadra with Tuminkatti and Masur 
would do much towards improving this portion of the valley. 


18. A considerable trade is carried on in and passes through 
the Kod Taluka, chiefly in agricultural produce; native apparel, 
kdmlis, &c., also forma portion. The Harihar and Samasgi road 
having direct communication with the coast is the chief line of 
trade, but the Masur and Mundargi, Tuminkatti and Holbikond 
roads carry also considerable traffic between Mysore, Mundargi 
Ranebennur, and Haveri. 

14. The chicf products of the district are:—rice, sugar-canc, 
chillies, kulthi, and oil seeds of all kinds in the western portion ; and 
cotton, jowdri, tur in the eastern or dry-crop villages ; out of these 
rice, sugar, chillies, oil, cotton, and kulthi form the principal articles 
of export; sugar, oil, and cotton being sent to the coast for the 
Bombay market ; while rice, chillies, kulthi, &c, are sent to those 
inland such as Haveri Rdénebennur, Mundargi, Lakshmeshvar, 
and Dawangeri. 

15. The imports consist of salt, salt-fish, cocoanut-oil, and 
fibre for making ropes, supdri and apices of all kinds from 
Mysore and Kédnara; and from the inland markets wheat, jowé4ri, 
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tur, and tobacco are returned. From enquiry I found that 
about half the rice and 3 of the sugar crop of the district was 
exported, and of chillies a much larger proportion than this. The 
soil of this district appears peculiarly slioicd for the cultivation of 
this plant, especially the portion termed the old Kagnelli Mahl 
where the crops are something wonderful. 

16. Kod has few manufactures worth mentioning; the fol- 
lowing table shows the villages where anything of the kind is 
carried on :-— 














Looma, 
Villages, Shops. |---| Saw Gins. nels 
Cloth. Woollen, 

Tadkanhalli .,. “ee 2 15 nae 
Kusnur wei ae v7 88 1 
Malnaikanhalli i ers 90 * si 
Kupelur ‘ ini oo] ade 3 aes 
Hirekerur... i vas] i 1 
Sudambi_... oes sot) aed 14 = 
Rattihalli ... ‘ wl 8 8 1 4 
Masur eee ae | 1G 60 ae 3 
Kadur <i 3 3) 2 a 
Hire Lingadhalli ‘ vo ENS? at 8 
Katenhalli... ons -» MED re 
Bulapur wee ees soil eae ane 7 
Anur ... aes sai ooo] SG 7 bee 
Sirgumbi __... ioe oes eee 10 





The articles manufactured consist of native apparel of all 
kinds, dhotars, sddis, lugdis, cholis, &c; but everything is of a 
common description. A few kdmlis are made and sold in the 
district ;a number of kémlis are also imported from Dawangeri, 
together with padam, for making bullock packs. 


There is still a great deal of uncultivated land in the Tilwalli 
direction, of good quality and depth, but which would require 
moncy and labour to bring it under cultivation, and more especially 
draining ; a number of the ficlds of this description are, however, not 
without occupants who sublet the grazing on an average of from 
twice to three times the Government rent. Hill lands are let 
out for grazing on an averago of from 8 pies to 1 anna an acre. 

20. Statements marked E. and F. give in detail the past 
and present prices in the three principal bdzdrs in the tdluka, 
namely, Hirekertir, Ckickkerir, and Rattihalli, The old price list 
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gives the rates at which grains of different kinds were sold from 
the year 1841 up to the present time with the addition now of 
the rates for jagri and supdri-nut for three villages, (Ratihalli, 
Chickkertr, Hirckerir). 

21, This list was prepared from statements obtained for the 
different markets through the Mimlatddr who says that he ob- 
tained the information from merchants, sdvkirs, or traders who had 
kept private records. On comparing the different lists, in many 
cases much variation was found to cxist, especially in the first 10 
years ; this I could only account for by supposing that different 
weights and measures had been used, and I found that by dividing 
by 4 or 2 in numerous instances of very high entries, the rates of 
such were brought downto the normal ones in the surrounding 
markets, As corrections had to be made in this way I could only 
enter the prices returned as approximate, In all cases where 
figures have been changed the deduced result has been compared 
with the rates prevailing in the surrounding markets, andl if it 
agrecd, entered accordingly. 

22, Itis, however, a most difficult thing to arrive at any 
satisfactory result as I have had up for inspection mysclf four or 
five weights and measures which had been used during the last 
30 years, varying very considerably each from the other. The 
price list for the current year is prepared from statements obtained 
from the village officers weekly fur the market towns, and may 
be relied upon as fairly correct. 


23, The Kod tdéluka is particularly well offas regards tanks, 
almost every rice or garden ficld having a sufficiency of stored 
water to prevent a failure of the crop. The minor tanks, however, 
are for the most part very much out of repair and silted up, and 
the people themselves, without assistance from Government, scem 
rarcly to take any trouble with regard to their preservation. 


24. The following are almost the only cascs where I have 
found any attempt made at repair by the people themselves inde- 
pendently :—Ingalgundi tank repaired some five yearsago by 
Rudrapa_ bin Sidlingapa, in consideration that he gets half the 
crop of all numbers watered from it for 5 years—money laid out 
by him said to be about Rs. 800. Dudihalli tank repaired by the 
villagers themselves at a cost of Rs. 200—supply much improved. 
Basapur tank repaired by Gonnapa Talwar of Basapur at a cost of 
Rs. 600, people using the water to repay him at the rate of Rs. 4 
for every pdyali of rice raised, until the sum expended is re- 
covered—the supply of water is greatly improved. 


25. The following tanks are well worthy of repair and 
would give a good return for money expended :— 
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Lingedewarkop Tadas, Tank No. 123, and Chiklingadhalli 
Gudadmatihalli has a fine tank repaired since last assessment, at @ 
cost of Rs. 2,300, but is now leaking through the waste weir; a 
little money laid out now would save much in future. The Bara- 
gubi, Sirgumbi, Jogihalli, Ablur, Hoskatti, and Hedial tanks are 
all sadly in want of repair; the cultivation of sugar-cano, rice, &c, 
under several of them having been given up of late years owing 
to their neglected condition. In the village of Jokaunhalli, there 
is the site of a magnificent old tank which was formed by running a 
dam across a small pass in the hills; this gave way many years 
ago and has not since been repaired. In former days I am told 
that the lands of 6 villages were watered from this tank, and I 
should certainly say, were it repaired, the water-supply would be 
quite equal to that of Madag in its present condition, although the 
tank would not beso large. The villagers say that an expenditure 
of Rs, 3,000 would put every thing to right. There isa fine spring 
issuing from the bed of the tank now forming a stream which 
flows all the year round. 


26. The Madag tank, situated in the Mysore territory, 
irrigates a considerable tract of country ; but under present circum~- 
stances it seems to give little return to the Irrigation Depart- 
ment for money expended. The Overseer in charge of the work 
then informed me that on the 20th of March last year there 
were only 30 acres irrigated by the Madag Canal, and that at the 
same time the year before. there were only 50 acres irrigated, and 
that more than that could not have been watered at the time. 


27. The establishment maintaincd on the canal costs 
Rs. 1,860 yearly; and the revenue derived amounts only to 
Rs. 1400.* Should the Overscer’s statements prove true, it 
would surcly be better to have a fixed watcer-rate which would 
dispense with a great part of the establishment kept up. 


( True Extract.”) 
(Signed) W. C. ANDERSON, 


Survey and Settlement Commissioner. 


* Note—Tho irrigated crops are chiefly kharif and cold woather crops. 
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APPENDIX 


D. 


Statement showing the villages in which weekly Bauirs are held in 
the old Kod Taluka of the Dhdérwiér Collectorate. 





Chief Articles brought and sold, 





Reported 
No, Names of Villages, Bazar days, pela 
Sales, 

Rs, 

1 | Mustr .| Sunday ... 1,500 
2)]Kod .., ..| Tuesday 400 
3 | Chikkerur  ... «| Wednesday 3,200 
4 | Rattihalli ..| Friday, 1,000 
5 | Ohikbasur ... .} Saturday Ls 925 
6 | Hawasbhavi ... w| Friday .. 4. 550 
7 | Chin Mulgund -| Sunday ... 550 
& | Hirekerur .| Monday... 60 
9 | Kagnelli .| Wednesday 250 
10 | Tilwalli ..| Thursday 500 
11 | Haltibyle ...| Saturday 300 
42 | Kisntr .| Sunday ... 200 
Tndm village, Tiamin-) Wednesday About 
katti. 3,000 








Jowari, Rice, Wheat, Gram, Nachni, 
Chillies, Tobacco, Cotton, Cloth Yarn, 
Oil, Spices of all kinds, and Rew Sugar. 


Jowéri, Rice, Wheat, Gram, N&chni, Raw 
Sugar, Cotton, Cloth, Saris, Cholis, 
Kaémblis and Spices. 


Jow4ri, Rice, Gram, Wheat, Ndelini, Raw 
Sugar, Native Clothing of all kinds in- 
cluding Shoes, Supéri, Cocoanuts, Tobacco, 
Spices, Salt, &. 

Jowdri, Rice, Tur, Yarn, Supdri, Tobacco, 
Spices, &e. 


Jowari, Rice, Kulthi, Gram and Miscellane- 
ous. ‘Toddy and Native Clothing of all 
kinds, 

Jowédri, Rice, Nachni, Kulthi, Gram and 
Miscellaneous, Native Clothing and Toddy. 


A small Bazdr for convenience of surround- 
ing villages, Nichni and Miscellaneous 
Articles, Vegetables, &c. 

Native Clothing of all kinds, Jowéari, Rice, 
Gram, Kulthi, Mug, Udid, Wheat, Néchni, 
and Miscellaneous, Spices, Sugar, &c. 
Rice, Jowdri, Wheat and Miscellaneous 
Articles. Badzdr kept up for convenience 
of surrounding villages. 


Rice, Jowdri, Nachni and Miscellaneous. 
Do. do. do. 
Do. do, do. 
Ranks with, or ig next in importance to, 
Chikkerur, having a large trade in all 
articles of wearing apparel, good apices, 


salt, &c. Its grain trade, however, may be 
rather less than that of Chikkerur, 





(Signed) R. T. WINGATE, 
Assistant Superintendent, Reyenuc Survey, 8. M. C. 
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No. 235 or 1848. 


From 
G. WINGATE, Esquirz, 
Superintendent, Revenue Survey & Assessment, 
Southern Mardtha Country. 
To 
W. W. BELL, Esgquirg, 
Collector Dharwar. 


Superintendent's Office, Belgaum Districts, 
Jamp Baba Nagar, 21st December 1848. 


Sir, 


The only parts of your ;Collectorate, to which the present 
survey assessment remains to be extended, are the Tdlukas of 
Kod, Dhérwér, and the Misrikot division of Hubli*, and having 
made arrangements for introducing the new settlements into all of 
these districts at the ensuing jamdbandi, I now do myself the 
honor to submit, for your approval, and the sanction of Government, 
the usual preliminary proposals in regard to the rates of assessment 
T have to recommend for adoption, 


2. The Téluka of Kod,.as will be seen from the map pre- 
facing this report, forms the southern border of the Dhdrwér 
Collectorate, from the Vardha River to the Tungabhadra, Its 
general shape is that of an irregular four-sided oblong figure, with 
an average length of 30 miles and an average breadth of about 16 
miles. It is bounded on the east by the Tungabhadra River ; on the 
south by villages of Mysore; on the west by the Vardha River 
and Hangal Tiluka ; and on the north by the Bankdépur and Rane- 
bennur Télukas. The villages of Kod are numerous and thickly 
set, especially towards the south-west, but are now very thinly 
inhabited, and in some instances wholly deserted. The tdluka is 
managed by a Mdmlatdér stationed at Rattehalli, and one subor- 
dinate Mahdlkari at Kagnelli, The number of Government and 
alienated villages under the charge of these officers, and also the 
ancient mahdls to which they belong, are shown in the following 
Table. Of the 21 alienated villages 6 are held on the “Judi” 
tenure, 1 is “ Jaghir” and the remaining 14 are “ Sarva Indm.” 





* This remark does not apply to the recently lapsed district of Mulgund, of 
which the survey has not yet been commenced, 


8.L 


i 


NUMBER AND PRESENT DISTRIBUTION OF VILLAGES. 





: Rattuhalli MAmlitdar’ 
Name of Mahal or old Divigion " Dis igion, rea 


to which the villages belong. 


Kagnelli Mahflkart’s senate 
- Division. Whole Taluka. 












































Government.| Alicnated. | Government.| Alienated. |Government.! Alienated. 

1 Kod Sei eee Sass 34 ] I 4 35 5 
2 Hirekorir See oor 15 1 15 1 
3 Chikkerftr aise ots 14 1 14 ! 
4 Rattehalli _ ee 34 6 34 6 
5 Masur... “a eee 14 1 14 1 
6 Kupetur... ra er 40 2 Bn ves 40 2 
7 Kagnelli... = Lee 6 # G1 1 67 1 
8 Tilwalli ... ote sed ae woe 25 4 25 4 
9 Adur a fer ees ane ste 1 Bes 1 A 

Total... 157 2 8s 9 245 2) 








3. The climate of this téluka varices considerably in different 

arts. That of the villages in the south-west corner which chiefly 
selong to the Tilwalli Mahal, is rainy during the monsoon months, 
and the cultivation there is ma Breat measure confined to rice and 
other irrigated crops. A belt of villages immediately adjoining 
these, but situated farther inland has a somewhat drier climate, 
and in this division dry and irmgatced crops are both commonly 
grown, and not unfrequently in the same fields, in order that ifthe 
season prove too dry for rice, a crop of jowdri may be obtained 
instead. The remainder of the taluka situated to the nerth and 
east of the last mentioned group of villages, obtains less rain still, 
and is unsuited for rice when nu means of irrigation can be com- 
manded ; but it is the best adapted of all to the dry-crop hushand- 
ry, for which the climate is very favourable. Long continued 
droughts during the monsoon are of rare occurrence, but partial 
failures of the harvest nevertheless occur rather frequently, owing 
to the position of the district and nature of the crops grown; for, 
when the rain is sufficiently abundant for rice, it is generally 
excessive for dry crops and vice versd. This remark however 
applies more particularly to the portion of the distriet in which 
both descriptions of crops are commonly grown, for in the dry- 
crop division any failure of rains would have a prejudicial effect on 
the whole harvest. 


4. The surface of Kod is gencrally level, and consists of fine- 
swellings plains stretching from the Vardha to the Tungabhadra. 
The small valley of Masur in the extreme southern corner of the 
district is enclosed by rather rugged ranges of hills of consider- 
able clevation, and there ts also a small tract of hilly courtry west 
of the Mahdlksri’s station at Kagnelli, as well as to the north of 
Chin-Mulgund, at which latter place occurs an isolated hill of very 
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picturesque form, where small quantities of gold are still found in 
the sand of the ndlas; but with these exceptions the tdluka is 
destitute of hills. Its plains however are well watered, being 
traversed by numerous nélas, which have everywhere been taken 
advantage of for the formation of tanks, of which the district 
possesses many fine specimens, though mostly now in miserable 
disrepair. Besides the large rivers already mentioned skirting the 
téluka on the east and west, the small river Kumadwatti tra- 
verses it fora distance of about twenty miles, from the point where 
it enters the tdiluka from the Mysore territory about two miles 
south of the town of Masur, to where it falls into the Tungabha- 
dra. 


5. That Kod was once a populous and flourishing district we 
have abundant evidence in its thickly-crowded villages, the number 
and size of its tanks for irrigation, the frequently occurring fruit 
trees marking the sites of former gardens, and in its enormous 
land assessment, which could not have been borne except by a very 
prosperous agriculture. Nov, unfortunately, all is changed. Its 
fine plains for the most part lie untilled, yiclding nothing but a 
rank herbage, and some of its’ richest bottoms, suited to the culture 
of rice and sugar-cane, are over-grown with date jungle. Its tanks 
are choked up with mud ; its once populous villages have dwindled 
away to a few miserable huts, and its active and flourishing 
agriculturists to the most poverty-striken and spiritless peasantry 
to be met with in the Collectorate. But even in ruin, it is fair to 
look upon, and an eye zecustomed to the bare and monotonous 
aspect of the Southern Maratha Country in general, is delighted 
with the view from any little jeminence over its grassy glades, 
fringed with the varied foliage of the mangoc, the tamarind, the 
cocoanut, and date paluis, among which tanks are seen at intervals 
glistening in the sunshine, while thin canopies of the smoke hang 
lazily but gracefully over the tops of the trees which conceal the 
ruinous villages from view. 


6. The crops grown in Kod all belong to the carly harvest, 
and are sown during the monsoon months. Manure is applied to 
every description of soil, and the husbandry is similar to that of 
the adjoining tdlukas of Hdngal, Bankdépur and Rdncbennur, 
described in former reports, but performed generally in a more 
slovenly manner, which may be ascribed to the depressing effect of 
the well nigh hopeless struggle of the cultivators to bear up against 
an excessive assessment. To the slovenly character of the ordinary 
husbandry, I must expect however the cultivation of the chilly, 
which is prosecuted with great care and success in a limited number 
of villages situated for the most part to the north ofa line connect- 
ing the villages of Kod and Kagnelli, where the soil and climate 
seem particularly well suited to this crop. The chilly is sown in 
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May or early in June in a small plot of well prepared ground, often 
the backyard of the cultivator’s house, whence the plants when of 
some little height are afterwards removed to the ficld, where they 
are planted in rows at intervals of two feet apart, which are laid 
out with the utmost regularity and precision ; after the field has 
been thus planted out, manure is applied by the hand to the root 
of each plant, and at intervals of eight or ten days the small two- 
bullock plough is carefully passed between the rows of plants, first 
lengthwise and afterwards across, by which the field is kept free of 
weeds and the earth is heaped up round each plant. This opera- 
tion is repeated during three months or so, until the branches of 
adjoining plants begin to touch and the fruit makes its appearance. 
The crop is picked by the hand, and there are generally two 
pickings, of which the first is by far the most important. A good 
crop is said to yield two loads (of 8 maunds each) to the acre, and 
the load occasionally sells as high as 8 rupees, which is a most 
remunerating price to the cultivator. The price however is liable 
to extreme fluctuation, and it notunfrequently happens that a year 
of deficient crops is better for the cultivator than one of unusual 
abundance, in consequence of the great rise of price in the one case 
and its extreme depression in the other. This peculiarity is 
explained by the chilly beg a perishable crop, and used only in 
small quantities for the seasoning of food, while it is at the same 
time regarded as a necessary of life by the consumers. These are 
therefore ready to give almost any price rather than be deprived 
of it in a year of scarcity ; but are unable greatly to increase their 
ordinary consumption in a year of abundance, when the market 
becomes glutted with the article, and the price falls ruinously low. 
The chilly in Kod is a dry crop, and some of the land best suited 
for it is assessed as high as Rs. 5 and upwards per acre. 


7. This district possesses no manufacture of sufficient 
importance to require notice, nearly the entire population deriving 
support from agriculture. Its chief exports are chillies, rice, gur, 
sugar, oil and oil-seeds, and cotton from the black soil villages, 
some of which are sent westwards to the coast, and the rest in a 
northerly direction for the supply of inland markets. Chillies are 
also sent eastwards to the Madras and Mysore districts. These 
exports are not made by the cultivators but by traders who 
purchase from them, either at their own villages or at the different 
bazaars, of which the most important are those of Chikkerur, 
Tilwalli and Byddgi, the last being situated in the adjoining taluka 
of Rdnebennur. The port of Kumta after having been closed for 
sometime, has again been opened for sugar, the produce of this Pre- 
sidency, and this article is now exported thither in considerable 
quantity, chiefly I understand for the Bombay market. This trade 
would admit of very considerable increase under the new assess- 
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ment, were the tanks put into proper repair, as a large additional 
extent of land well suited to the cane might thus be made available 
for its production. The remote position of Kod with reference to 
the markets for its exports, occasions the prices of all kinds of 
agricultural produce to be lower there on the average than in any 
other téluka of the Collectorate, and the bulkier portions of it, 
such as straw, are often not saleable at any pricc. In the Masur 
valley in the extreme southern corner of the district, good Jowari- 
straw may be purchased occasionally at fifteen and sixteen “ Kats” 
for a rupee, which is a quantity that would supply a horse with 
abundant fodder for a month at least. Further details in connec- 
tion with the agriculture and trade of Kod will be found in a letter 
from my Assistant, Mr. Springer, of which a copy is appended to 
this report. 
8 I have not succeeded in obtaining much information 
regarding the state of Kod in former times. Few of the villagers 
ossess any traditions which reach higher than a century back, and 
Fittle is known of the time. when and the partics by whom the 
numerous tanks of this district were constructed. It seems pro- 
bable, however, that most of them date from the time of the 
Annagundi State, so famous for its works of irrigation. And one 
tank belonging to this period deserves particular mention. It is 
called the “Madag” Tank, and the embankment of it forms the 
boundary between this Collectorate and Mysore. It is situated 
about two miles south of the town of Masur, and though the bed 
of the tank is within the Mysore territory, its waters were intended 
for the irrigation of the Kod Taluka. The intention of its designers 
was to form a lake on the south, side of a range of hills dividing 
the Masur valley from Mysore, by closing up a gap in the hills 
through which the Kumadwati River passed from the latter into 
Kod. This was accomplished by throwing up a vast embankment, 
which at this day is about 100 fect in height and from 450 to 600 
feet in thickness, faced towards the tank with masonry formed 
of huge blocks of stone, descending in regular steps from the summit 
of the embankment to the water’s edge. Two similar embank- 
ments were also thrown across to other gaps in the hills to the 
right and left of the Kumadwatti valley, to prevent the pent-up 
waters escaping by them, and a channel was cut along the hills for 
the overflow of the lake when it had risen to the intended height ; 
each of the three embankments was pierced by an aqueduct, built 
of enormous slabs of hewn stones, for the irrigation of the plain 
below, and two of these remain almost perfect after the lapse of 
four centuries. The lake so formed must have been from ten to 
fifteen miles in length when full, and would have supplied water 
for the irrigation of a great extent of land. 


9. According to tradition the completion of this stupendous 
undertaking was celebrated by a human sacrifice,and the present 
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Patil of Masur related to me with pride that a virgin daughter 
of his house, still remembered as the beautiful ‘ Kenchowa” 
devotedly gave herself up to death upon this occasion, and was 
immolated on the summit of the embankment. If so, her noble 
devotion proved unavailing ; for it would appear that the swelling 
waters of the lake shortly afterwards burst through the most 
westerly of the three embankments, which was not howéver that 
thrown across the original channel of the Kumadwatti. No 
attempt seems ever to have been made to repair this breach 
through which the Kumadwatti still takes its course ; but notwith- 
standing there must for many years subsequent have been a very 
considerable lake to the south of the hills, as even after four 
centuries, the river has not yet worn through the hill to the depth 
of its original channel, and the “ Madag” Fane is still the largest 
in the neighbourhood, though no use has been made for many 
years past, if ever, of its water for purposes of irrigation. 


10. The failure of the original project probably occurred 
through the channel for the escape.of the surplus waters of the 
lake having been made of inadequate size; but however this may 
be, I am satisfied that the project. was in itself perfectly feasible, 
and that the lake might again be restored to its original dimensions 
without much difficulty. But as this would submerge a large 
tract of valuable land in the Mysore, I am more doubtful of its 
advantage in an economical point of view. A more feasible and 
simple project would be to throw a dam of masonry of 10 or 12 
feet in height across the roeky channel of the _ Kumadwatti where 
it now issues from the tank by which the latter would become a 
small lake of about 2 miles in length by 1 or 14 mile in breadth, 
and provide the means of irrigating a considerable portion of the 
fine valley of Masur. 

11. Before taking leave of the Kumadwatti I may as well 
notice in this place another project for making its waters avail- 
able for irrigation, for which this stream appears even more favour- 
able than the Dharma, of which so much advantage has been taken 
in Hangal, although no attempt of the kind sccms to have been 
made since the failure of the great tank above Masur. Imme- 
diately below the latter town the Kumadwatti passes through a 
narrow gap in a sccond range of hills, which separates the plain of 
Masur from that of Rattehalli, and in the gorge of this opening 
near the village of Rémtirth is a most favourable position for a 
Bhandéra or dam of masonry, by which the waters of the river 
might be diverted over the plains below to any extent they would 
suffice to irrigate. Subordinate tanks or reservoirs to be filled by 
means of this Bhanddra should be made wherever favourable loca- 
lities can be found, and in this way a very extended and import- 
ant system of irrigation might be constructed, for, the Kumadwatti 
brings down a larger body of water than the Dharma during the 
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rainy season, though now all permitted to run to waste. My pro- 
per avocations have not allowed me leisure for the detailed sur- 
veys and enquiries that would be requisite in order to form an 
estimate of the expense of this undertaking ; but I feel satisfied of 
its feasibility neverthcless, and deem it well worthy of further 
examination. 


12. Subsequent to the fall of the Annagundi State, Kod 
experienced much the same fortune as the other districts of this 
Collectorate (ef which some notice has been taken in previous 
reports), having suffered from misrule throughout this long period 
with the exception of some few and fleeting intervals of prosperity. 
In the latter years of the Poona Government, however, it suffered 
even more than other parts of the Collectorate, from the exactions 
of the revenue farmers and the ravages of the freebooters Dhondia 
Wagh, Uddukhan, and others, which may be ascribed to the 
remote position of the district at the very extremity of the Mardtha 
dominions. The farmers were.numerous and being constantly 
changed, while many of theta had more of the character of free- 
booters than of recognized agents of an organized Government. 
They had gencrally some little fort for their head-quarters from 
which they were wont to issue at the head of their armed retaincrs 
to fight with each other or for purposes of plunder and pillage. 
These outrages had the effect of depopulating many parts of the 
tdéluka ; but fortunately the peasantry.were enabled to escape into 
the Mysore Territory, whieh was everywhere within a few miles 
of their homes, and remain there until the storm had blown over. 
Great numbers of these absentees returned at the accession of our 
Government, but they were génorally miserably poor. Population 
and capital have been slowly increasing since chiefly from the 
cultivation of inidm lands, which were nearly all waste at the 
commencement of our administration, aud are now for the most 
part cultivated ; but the progress of the taluka has been grievously 
retarded by the enormous assessment of the Government land, of 
which there is less in cultivation now than twenty years ago. 
Pestilence also has had its share in keeping down the population, 
which has been much thinned at different times during the last 
thirty years by the ravages of cholera to which the poverty of 
the people probably gave additional virulence. 


13. Before proceeding to consider in detail the rate of as- 
sessment, I will devote a few remarks to the preliminary survey 
operations connected with the measurement and classification. 
But as this subject will have to be treated of in detail in my 
Annual Progress Report, I will endeavour to be as brief in my ob- 
servations here as is compatible with an adequate explanation of 
the degree of accuracy attained in the execution of the work. 

B 370-12 
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14. The measurement of Kod was commenced in the season 
1846-47 by three Native establishments under the superintend- 
ence of Lieutenant G. Anderson, Lieutenant Fanning and Mr. 
Springer, and completed in the case of 206 villages during the 
same year. The remaining villages were measured in the follow- 
ing season by the establishment of the last named officer. 


15. The classification was commenced towarrds the close of 
the season 1846-47, when this operation was completed in 11 vil- 
lages under the superintendence of Mr. Francis, It was continued 
during the following scason by Mr. Young’s establishment and 
completed in 132 villages. The remaining villages will be classi- 
fied by the same establishment in the course of the present season, 
and may be expected to be all finished about January in good 
timo for the introduction of the new assessment at next jamabandi. 
The plan followed for the classification of the soil in this district, 
was the same as that described in the Joint Report by the Super- 
intendents of Survey, dated 2nd August 1847, which has since 
been approved of by Government; but a new system was adopted 
for valuing the supply of water to rice’ lands which I shall now 
shortly describe. 


16. The method is very simple and quite as systematic as 
that adopted for the valuation of the soil, The varying supplies 
of water obtainable for the irrigation of rice lands aro by this 
system referred to one or other of the following six classes, which 
have been found sufficiently numerous for an equitable distribution 
of the assessment, Consistently with the attainment of this object 
it is desirable to have the number of classes as few as possible, as 
by this means the distinctions between each are more str. ’ 


ong] 
marked, and the work at once rendered more simple and aay te 
test. 


Class, ist. Supply of water abundant for rice and alternating 
crops of sugar-cane, 


» 2nd. Supply of water abundant for rice and in ordinary 
seasons sufficient for alternating crops of sugar-cane, 

» 3rd. Supply of water abundant for rice and sufficient for 
sugarcane In seasons when the fall of rain is unusually 
heavy. 

» 4th. Supply of water sufficient for rice, and when the soil 
is suitable for an after green crop, but not sufficient for 
sugar-cane. 

»» 5th. Supply of water independent of rain (i.¢., from tanks 
streams, &c.) small, so that frequent rains are required to 
ensure the rice crop, while the moisture retained in the 
soil is insufficient for an after green crop. 
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Class 6th. Supply of water wholly dependent on the fall of rain, 
owing to which and the unfavourable position of the land 
for the retention of moisture, the rice crop is very pre- 
carious. 


17. The circumstances determining the reference of the 
supply of water to any one of these classes are more fully explained 
and elucidated in the rules for the guidance of the classers, but 
the above explanation will probably suffice to make the system 
comprehensible, 


18. The manner in which the water classification is effected 
is exactly the same as in the case of the soil, and both operations 
are performed and their results recorded by the classer at the 
same time as will be readily understood from the following example 
in which for the sake of clearness I have omitted all particulars 
connected with the classification of the soil excepting the numeral 
denoting the class of each compartment into which the field is 
divided by the classer for the formation of his estimate. 
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19. In this example the figure in the upper left-hand corner 
of each compartment denotes the class of its soil, and the figure in 
the right-hand lower corner the water class of the same compart- 
ment. The average results of these fractional estimates are ob- 
tained as follows ;— 


Water-class Value = Soil Claas Value of; shares in 

Class. number of shares of number of shares annag and pics of 

or compartments. shares. Class. orcompartinents, classification scale, 
2 1 2 1 1 16 
3 1 3 2 3 42 
4 2 8 3 1 12 
+) 1 5 4 1 10 
6 ] 6 —_—_ —_ 
—— as 6 ) 80 
6 ) 24 EES 


— 4th average soil class. 13°4 
4—avorage water-class. 


20. It is thus seen that the average value of the soil in this 
example is 13 annas 4 pies of our classification scale, and the 
average supply of water for irrigation is that represented by the 
4th water-class. Itis evident, I think, that this mode of estimating 
the supply of water is likely to afford a very accurate result, The 
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classer has merely to estimate the supply for one small portion of 
the field under examination at a time as in the case of the soil; 
and this is a simple operation as the distinctions between the 
several water-classes are broadly marked. The reduction of these 
separate estimates into a general one for the whole field is a matter 
of simple calculation and requires no exercise of judgment. The 
system in fact partakes of all the advantages of the method in use 
for the classification of the soil, and admits of the same easy check. 


21. And the value of irrigated Jand similarly circumstanced 
in other respects being dependent on the quality of the soil and 
the supply of water for irrigation, it is evident that when these 
two elements are determined, and the rates in which the value of 
a soil is increased by the command of water indicated by the real 
class, we are provided with the means of settling the relative values 
of rice fields and apportioning the assessment on them with a 
great degree of accuracy. The increase of value resulting from 
irrigation is incapable of accurate determination ; but having al- 
ready discussed this point atJength in my last assessment report 
when treating of the rice Hae of the Hangal Tdluka, I shalt 
meorcly add here the practical result at which I have arrived, viz., 
that the value of rice land with a supply of water for irrigation 
equal to that indicated by our 6th or lowest class, would be 
quadrupled were the supply of water equal to that of our Ist 
class. 

22. The degree of accuracy attained in the execution of 
the measurement and classification, and also the nature and extent 
of the test by which this result is arrived at, are exhibited in the 
sub-joined statement :— 









NATURK, BXTRNT AND RESULT OF TEP. 



































Number of | By Europoan officers. By Natives. | Total. 
3 —— 
& Average AY 
< g [Average error. erage 
= Moasurement and & f cErOFS E érror. 
bee Classification. =< |—__! 4 -—l¥ 
Ms ‘S as 3 3 ad A 
& ‘ = ot z he 3 3 
a Bia] 2 )8) e |e sl el ele le 
§ i <= & 8 5 8 & a g 
mi mB |e % A Be zle|l|es/zie] se 

1 6 










Measurement... 
Classiilcation —of 
soil oe 
Deo. Water 














23. The test of the classification here shown refers only to the 
comploted villages. The villages yet to be classified will alsobe tested 
in due proportion. From this table it appears then that the 
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average error in the measurement is much within 1 per cent ; that 
the error in the classification of the soil is 6 pies of our classifica- 
tion scale, and that in the water-class 7 pies, one anna in the latter 
case being equivalent to the difference in value between each class. 
The error therefore only amounts to about half of this difference, 
which is a satisfactory degree of correspondence when the classes 
are so few in number, and establishes in my opinion the adequacy 
of the method for the water classification, as the close correspond- 
ence between the estimates of the testing officer and his subordi- 
nate classers shews that the characteristics of the several water- 
classes have been readily recognized in the field by them all. 

24. The extent ofthe various errors from which the averages 
given in the preceding table have been deduced are exhibited 
in the two following tables for the measurement and classification 
respectively. 


Table of errors discovered in the Measurement. 





Total 
Nortelde Number of Fields in which the difference between Original and Teat Measurement did not exceed 
examined, 


1 2 4 6 6 9 10 Hu 
r pe! per per per pel pe: per per 
cent, | cent. cent. | cent. | cent, ont, » | cent. | cent. | cent. 





25. The degree of accuracy shown by this table could hardly, 
I think, be exceeded. The errors discovered are nearly all within 
2 per cent., and in 6 fields only out of the 2,031 examined do they 
exceed 5 per cent. 


Table of errors discovered in the Classification. 





Number of Fiolds in which the difference between Test and original Classification was 


Classifica- 
tion of 


Ro. of Fields tested. 








1,276| Soil... 
609) Water... 


26. This table shows that there is a very close degree of 
correspondence between the test and original work in nearly all 
the fields examined. In the case of the soil, errors under 2 annas 
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are of little importance, and they only exceed this limit in 9 fields. 
In the case of the supply of water, errors under 1 anna equivalent 
to one class may also be disregarded, and in 11 fields only are they 
found of greater amount. These results will, I trust, satisfy Govern- 
ment that the classification which is so important to the right 
distribution of the assessment has been carefully and correctly 
executed. 


27. I will now proceed to consider more particularly the rates 
of assessment, The accompanying diagram has been constructed 
to exhibit the fluctuations and mutual relations of the assess- 
ment, collections, and cultivation for the Government arable land 
of the Kod Taluka, during the last twenty-eight years, for which 
periods I have succeeded in obtaining complete accounts. The 
diagram refers to all the villages of the téluka under Government 
management, with the exception of Nasvi, which I have excluded 
in consequence of one-half of the revenue being alienated. It 
affords a more complete exhibition of our revenue management 
than the diagrams given.in previous reports inasmuch as an 
addition to the usual information for the whole area under tillage 
in each year; it further shows in what proportions this was made 
up ofdry-crop, rice, and garden cultivation, respectively. In order 
to obtain this detailed information it was necessary to undertake 
a laborious examination of the accounts of each village in the 
tdluka, from the commencement of our administration up to the 
present time; but the importance of exhibiting the effects of our 
management upon each of the above descriptions of culture, as well 
as upon the cultivation generally, decided me to attempt the 
collection of these details. By) this: aid we are enabled to trace 
upon the diagram, at a glance, whether the increase or decline of 
cultivation and collection is due to one description of culture more 
than to another, which is very desirble to a proper understanding 
of the subject, as it is quite possible that the assessment of one 
kind of land might be moderate and its cultivation extending, while 
the general results for all kinds of cultivation taken together 
might give no indication of this, but the reverse. The nature of 
the diagram will be readily understood from the explanation and 
example given below it, and it will suffice to add here that the 
red colour refers to the total collections and cultivated area; the 
blue to the same particulars for dry-crop land; the brown for rice 
land, and the green for garden land; and consequently the heights 
of the columns of the three last colors, added together, will always 
equal the height of the first. The dotted line, carried horizontally 
across the diagram a little below its summit, represents the total 
number of arable acres of Government land, and consequently the 
portion of arable acres intercepted between this line and the red 
line, representing the acres in cultivation, shows the extent of 
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arable waste in each year. The height of the uppermost column 
shaded with Indian ink, shows the assessment of the cultivated 
area, and the lengthof the column so shaded—the difference between 
this and the collections or the remissions from the standard demand, 
granted on account of failure of crops, cowles, &c. These parti- 
culars are not given for 1840-41 owing to their omission from the 
accounts of some villages for that year. 


28. Perhaps the most striking fact presented by the diagram 
is the enormous extent of arable waste throughout the whole period 
of our management, amounting on the average to more than four 
times that of the cultivated area. And with this almost unbound- 
ed field to reward the industry of the cultivator, it is startling 
to find that not only has he failed to subdue any part of it, but 
that its borders have been actually enlarging, and for the last 
nine or ten years hemming him in from year to year within 
narrower and narrower limits, until at length he retains under 
tillage less than one-sixth of the whole arable area. And this 
extraordinary fact is presented to our.view after thirty years of 
British Government, during the whole of which long period the 
cultivators have enjoyed the blessings of peace, security and free- 
dom to an extent far beyond what their ancestors for centuries 
previously had experienced, or probably even imagined possible, 
No more convincing illustrations could be given of the grievous 
nature of the present land assessment of Kod, which could alone 
have brought about a result:so opposed to the ordinary progress 
of society under a strong and impartial Government. 


29. But the diagram supplies abundant additional evidence 
of the same fact. It is seen/in the great irregularity of the collec- 
tions indicated by the height of the steps from the summit of one 
column to that of another, which will be found on examination to 
be only partially accounted for by fluctuations in the cultivation. 
The cause is to be sought in the varying amount of remissions 
granted from year to year. Large abatements of the Government 
demand have always been found necessary in this téluka, and in 
this we have indubitable proof of its excessive amount. In fact, 
the collections have been regulated more with reference to the 
state of the crops and means of the cultivators, in so far as 
these could be ascertained at the annual settlements, than the 
amount of the standard assessment, and the latter being nearl 
always beyond the powers of the cultivators to discharge in full, 
the Government demand upon them has in effect been unlimited, 
increasing or decreasing as the seasons happened to be good or bad. 
Increase of agricultural capital or the exercise of steady hopeful 
industry on the part of the cultivators was in such circumstances 
not to be looked for, and the natural result is the state of the 
tdéluka already described in my 5th paragraph. ‘ ~~ 
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30. Another most important fact established by the dia- 
gram is that this excessive assessment was not confined to any one 
description of land ; for the decline of cultivation and collections is 
equally perceptible in the case of the dry and wet cultures. The 

arden cultivation has remained the steadiest; but in addition to 

eing more independent of the ordinary rains than the dry-crop and 
rice land, it is much more valued, and it would therefore be the 
last land that a cultivator would determine on giving up. It is 
moreover of comparatively small extent, and being chiefly devoted 
to the production of luxuries, it would not, even had it prospered 
which it has not, have had any material effect on the circumstances 
of the people. But had the assessment on the dry-crop or the rice 
land been such as to have admitted of either being profitably cul- 
tivated, we should no doubt with a population like that of Kod, 
hardly pushed for the means of subsistence, have seen a rapid 
increase of cultivation in the case of the moderately assessed land. 
But nothing of the kind is observable. On the contrary both 
kinds of cultivation have of late years especially, rapidly declined. 


31. I wish it to be understood, however, that the preceding 
remarks apply exclusively to the case of Government land; for, as 
already mentioned iu my 12th paragraph, there has been a consider- 
able increase of cultivation in the case of alienated lands within the 

eriod of our rule. And the population has, I believe, increased, 

oth in numbers and resources within the same period ; but this 
result is chiefty due to the cultivation of indm land, and I have 
no hesitation in expressing my conviction that but for this resource 
a large portion of the population; would have been compelled to 
emigrate or been swept off by famine and disease. 


32. Kod possesses greater capabilities than most part of this 
Collectorate, and I believe myself to be within the truth in stating 
my conviction that the extent of Government land in cultivation 
would have been at least treble what it is, had the assessment 
during the period of our administration been of moderate amount. 
It is sad to think of the development of the resources of this fine 
tdluka having been so long retarded by the pressure of an ingup- 
portable taxation, but a day of brighter promise has at length 
dawned, and hope already beckons its dispirited peasantry to a 
career of industry that will soon reward them with comfort and 
abundance. 


33. In the subjoined table will be found the average rates of 
assessment per acre of dry-crop, rice and garden land during the 
last twenty-three years, and five years respectively, as deduced 
from the cultivation and collections of the same periods shown 
upon the diagram :—~ 
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AVERAGES FOR THE LAST 23 YRARS.J AVERAGES FOR THE LAST 5 YEARS. 


Description of Land. 


Acres in | Realized | Rate per 


Acres in) Realized | Rate per 
Cultivation.|Assessment,| Acre, 


Cultivation, |Assessment.| Acre, 








Rs. (Rs. a. p! 
Dry-crop wo} 41,790 | 45,619 | 1 1 6 33,006! 38,5838/1 2 8 
5,983 | 18,617 |3 1 9 


Rs. iRs. a p. 





Rice... .-{ 7,993 | 21,222 











Garden ... a 846 6,878 |8 9 3 











34. The rates here shewn are those of a most excessive as- 
sessment, and are useful as beacons to warn us of dangerous ground 
rather than as guides to follow...We learn from them that the 
average rates of the new assessment must be very much lower to 
aftord it a chance of success, but they do not much assist us in dis- 
covering -how great this reduction must be. There are, however, 
other considerations to be taken into account to which I shall now 
briefly allude, commencing with those affecting the 


Dry-crop Fates of Assessment. 


35. In the 3rd paragraph of this report I have described 
the peculiarities of the climate-of Kod, in the south-western 
portion of which the fall of rainduring the monsoon months is in 
excess of the quantity best suited to the dry-crop culture. It is 
impossible to define with exactness the limits of this division, as the 
climate alters gradually as we proceed from one village to another, 
while the region of excessive rain varies in size according to the 
nature of the season, expanding or contracting as the fall of rain 
happens to be above or below anaverage. After giving the subject 
due consideration and consultation with the Assistant Superintend- 
ent (Mr. Young) who classified the district, I have selected 
eighty-one villages of which the climate appears so decidedly over- 
moist for the dry-crop calture as to require an alteration to be 
made on that account in the rates of assessment. These villages 
T have again sub-divided into two classes of sixty-four and seven- 
teen villages respectively, the latter being situated further to the 
west, and having the rain in greatest excess. These two divisions 
correspond in climate with the 2nd and 3rd of the 4 classes of 
villages into which I divided the adjoining Téluka of Hangal for 
the same reasons in my last assessment report, in which the 
wanner of allewing for these variations of climate will be found 
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fully explained. The climate of the remainder of the Kod téluka 
does not vary to an extent requiring to be taken into account 
in settling the assessment, and is everywhere favourable for the 
dry-drop culture. 

36. Prices are lower on the average in Kod than in the 
adjoining télukas of Ranebennur and Hdngal; but with the ex- 
ception of the more northerly villages which are intermixed with 
those of the latter télukas and in the immediate neighbourhood 
of the main road from Madras and Bangalore to Dharwar, they 
do not differ within the limits of Kod itself, to an extent requiring 
a corresponding alteration to be made in the assessment. In the 
extreme south in the valleys of Masur and Hallur, they indced 
range perceptibly lower than in the rest of the district, but then 
this disadvantage is fully compensated by a more certain fall of 
rain than elsewhere. So that I have come to the conclusion that 
with the exception of thirty villages situated in the northern part of 
the téluka, all the rest may be-considered very much ona par in 
respect of markets. The.thirty villages Just mentioned are from 
situation exactly on a par, both in respect of climate and markets, 
with the Ist class of Rénebennur villages for which a maximum 
rate of rupee 1 annas 6 was proposed in my last assessment report. 


37. The maximum dry-crop rates sanctioned for the télukas 
of this Collectorate already settled, are as follows :— 





























cance | Gores ers 
TAlukas, Villages. Astana Malokas, Villages. Aeseesuient 
per Acre. 
te Rs. a. p. 
2 0 , 
Hubh ... 1 8 Ist | 1 8-0 
Srd jl 4 Tad 2ud |1 38 6 
ee an ard | 015 0 
4th |010 6 
Ist | 1 5 0 7 
Navalgund 4 and |1 2 7 of 
3rd _ | 1 0 0 Ist | 1 8 O 
Hingal 2nd | 1 38 6 
nga i 8rd | 015 0 
Ist | 1 2 4th |010 6 
Dambel {] ond [20 
( Ist | 1 12 
Bankapur a rey : ; R&nebennur { oe : ij 4 
1 4 
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38. The climate of the portion of Kod best suited to the 
dry-crop culture I consider about equal, though hardly so good as 
that of the 2nd class of Bankdpur and Ist class of Héngal villages, 
{t is somewhat superior to that of the 1st class of Ranebennur 
villages, but in regard to markets, Kod is more unfavourably situ- 
ated than in any of these three tdlukas. 


39. Finally the consideration of all the foregoing particulars, 
viz., the results of past revenue management, climate, markets and 
relations to other districts already settled, lead me to propose a 
classification of the villages of Kod into four groups, with the 
maximum rates of dry-crop assessment shown below, as the most 
suitable settlement that I can devise. 











Maximum 


Groups of | Number of Considerations which save determined the position Dry-crop 






















Villages. | Villages, of the Group. Rate per 
Acre, 
Rs. a. p. 
30 | Climate well suited for the dry-crop culture, 
and most favorably situated in respect of 
markets a Se Ll 6 0 
134 | Climate well suited for the dry-crop culture, 
but less favorably situated than preceding 
group in regard to markets... wf 1 4 0 












64 | Equal to the preceding group in point o 
markets but inferior as respects climate 
which is over-moist for the dry-crop culture! 1 0 9 





17 | On a par with the preceding as to markets but 
having a stillrainier and more unfavorable 
' climate for dry-crops (012 6 







40. A comparison of the assessment that would result from 
the adoption of these rates for the several groups of villages, with 
the existing assessment of the same, as obtained from the average 
cultivation and collections of the last five years, is exhibited in the 
subjoined statement :— 
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Gaoids AVERAGES FROM Revenve Accounts oF EstTiMATep Resutts OF PRESENT 
af 4 LAST 5 YEARS. Survey. : 


‘otal AreaiCultivat-| Realized |Average RatefTotal Aren{ Total {Average Rate 
Vil- fof Dry-crop! ed Dry- |Assessment} of Assess- fof Dry-crop|Assessment| of Asseas- 











No, lages.} Land in jcropLandifrom Culti-} ment per | Landin fof Dry-crop| ment per 
Acres, Acres, | vation. Acre. eres. Land. Acre, 
Rs, Rs. a. p. Rs. Rs. a. p. 


Ist 30 22,685 | 4,829 5,441 120 22,500 16,875 012 0 
Qnd | 134f 122,724 | 20,947 26,464 1 4 3 113,500 78,031 oil 90 
3rd 64 35,331 | 6,462 6,202 035 2 39,000 21,937 09 0 


4th} 37 3,534 | 678 431} 0 801 5,000} 2,187] 07 0 










245 | 174,274 | 33,006 38,538 12 8 180,000 | 1,19,030 010 7 





41. The reduction of assessment resulting from the proposed 
settlement appears very considerable in the preceding table when 
it is contrasted with the average rates on the portion of the whole 
arable area now in cultivation; but this present cultivation is chief- 
ly limited to the better descriptions of soil, and the average rates 
of the latter would be higher than those of the whole area culti- 
vated and waste shown in the last column of the statement. 
After making due allowance for this, there will still remain a large 
reduction of assessment from the adoption of the new rates, but 
not greater in my opinion than the annually depressed circum- 
stances of this téluka call for; and if I have any doubt at all in 
regard to the new rates, it is on the side of their being high rather 
than low. 


Rice Bands. 


42, These are both extensive and valuable but like the dry- 
erop lands now in great measure lying waste. They consist as 
in Hangal, in part, of land suited for the production of sugar- 
eane as well as rice from having a command of water for irri- 
gation during part of the dry season; but this more valuable de- 
scription is limited in extent, and the greatest part of the land is 
incapable of producing rice, and has become so from the ruin of 
the tanks ; and the difference in extent of the rice lands according 
to the former survey, executed 23 years ago, and the present, 
amounts to no less than 7,000 acres, And although it is probable 
that much of this difference is due to land having been entered as 
rice at the former operation, merely because it had once been so 
and was entered as such in the village accounts, still there can be 


uo question that the state of many of the tanks has greatly dete~ 
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riorated within the last 23 years, and that a considerable extent of 
land has from this cause become incapable of irrigation. The 
present extent of land suitable for rice may be estimated at 
20,000 acres. 


43. It will not be necessary to make any classification of the 
villages as in the case of dry-crop land, on account of climate and 
markets with a view to the adjustment of the assessment. The 
climate has been already taken into account in determining the 
water-class of the field, in the manner described in a previous part 
of this report, and the products of this description of land are so 
much more valuable and less bulky than those of the dry-crop 
soils, that the difference in the average prices obtainable for them 
in different parts of the téluka is not of sufficient magnitude to re- 
quire any change in the rates of assessment. Taking the tdluka 
as a whole, however, the prices of irrigated produce rule lower 
than in the adjoining districts of Haéngal and Rénebennur, and I 
propose therefore to fix the maximum rate for Kod at Rs, 4-8-0 in- 
stead of Rs. 5 as inthe case of the former télukas. There is hardly 
any rice land in Rénebennur, but in Hangal it is extensive, and 
the impression left on my mind in introducing the settlement there 
last year was that the rates would prove suitable, but that they 
were quite as high as could with safety have been tried. I be- 
lieve therefore the slightly reduced rates I have proposed for this 
district will also be found.suitable and occasion no sacrifice of 
revenue beyond what is necessary to place this branch of the 
assessment on a secure and equitable basis. 


44. The subjoined table whichis similar to that given in a 
previous para. for the dry crop land, contrasts the results of the 
proposed with the existing assessment of rice land :—~ 









AVERAGES FROM REVENUE ACCOUNTS OF LAST 
5 Years, 


EsTIMATED RESULTS OF PRESURT 
SURVEY. 














Total Area | Cultivated | Realized As-| Average rate { Total Area Total Average Rate 
of Rice Land| Rice Land| sessment from| of Assessmentlof Rice land| A88essment] of Assessment 





in Acres. | in Acres. | Cultivation. per Acre. } in Acres, pe oar ad per Acre. 
Rs. Rs. a. p, Rs. Rs, a. p. 






27,500 | 5,983 18,617 3 1 9 20,000 | 40,000 20 0 


45. The extent of reduction effected by the new rates is in 
this statement also exaggerated, owing to the rice lands now in 
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cultivation being better than the average quality. Upon the cul- 
tivation the reduction may be estimated at 30 per cent., which I 
am quite satisfied is by no means greater than 1s called for, It 
will be seen from an inspection of the diagram or the table given 
in my 33rd paragraph how greatly the rice cultivation has fallen off 
of late years, and that a liberal reduction of assessment is no less 
urgently needed here than in the case of the dry-crop lands. 


Garden Lands. 


46. The present condition of these will be found very fully 
described in extracts froma report by my Assistant, Mr. Fanning, 
and in the 33rd and following paras. of one by Mr. Springer, both 
appended to this report. Their descriptions could hardly be more 
unfavourable, and the present depressed condition of agriculture 
in Kod is nowhere more strikingly visible than in the management 
of the garden cultivation. This, however, is not so much shown by 
a declension of cultivation and.revenue during the period of our 
management, for these, as» will be apparent from the diagram, 
and as already explained in my 30th paragraph, have been subject 
to less fluctuation than in the case of the dry-crop and rice hus- 
bandry, but is chiefly apparent in the neglected state of the gardens 
themselves, These in fact have been gradually deteriorating for 
many years past in many villages, and in some have been nearly 
destroyed from neglect; and Mr. Fanning in the 4th and 11th 
paragraphs of his report above alluded to, contrasts their miser- 
able condition with the flourishing state of the gardens of neigh- 
bouring villages over the borderin Mysore. He attributes this 
difference not so much to the higher assessment of garden in Kod 
as tothe want of a superior class of cultivators possessed of con- 
siderable capital in the latter district similar to those in whose 
hands the gardens are generally to be found in Mysore, though 
the great body of the peasantry may be even poorer there than 
in Kod. 


47, Lagree in part with these conclusions, The garden as- 
sessment of Kod, while extremely unequal and in many instances 
excessive, is upon the whole moderate, the average rate per acre 
for the last 5 years being Rs. 8-9-3. Gardens which had fallen 
out of cultivation under our management owing to the heaviness 
of the former assessment have in several instances been given out 
again at rents so greatly reduced that these can be paid from the 
produce yielded by the cocoanut and other fruit-trees without any 
labour whatever being expended on them, and several of these 
gardens though entered in the accounts as cultivated are in reality 
waste. This produce is diminishing from year to year in con- 
sequence of no care being taken of the trees, and even the reduced 
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assessment at which they are now rated would, under the present 
system, be found excessive in the course of a few years, when the 
gardens would fall waste and be no more taken into cultivation. 
The holders of gardens in this course of decay are generally from 
‘poverty totally incapable of cultivating them properly, and under 
a proper system of management would soon be under the neces- 
sity of giving them up. Under the new system the present low 
assessment of these neglected gardens will probably be consider- 
ably raised, and the holders on failing to pay it, as they probably 
will, would be subject to immediate ejectment, and the gardens 
sold to the highest bidders, should there be more than onc 
competitor for their possession, or otherwise given to any who 
might agree to pay the survey-rent for them. In this way the 
gardens would gradually fall into the hands of parties able and 
anxious to cultivate them, and their restoration to a flourishing 
condition would speedily follow. There are other gardens which 
have fallen waste from the supply of water necessary for their 
irrigation having failed, owingto the tanks from which it was 
obtained having fallen into’a rinous condition, and these of course 
cannot be restored while the tanks remain unrepaired, upon which 
subject I have some observations to offer in the sequel. 


48, The maximum rate of assessment I have to propose for 
the tank gardens of Kod is 15 rupees per acre, which is the 
rate sanctioned for the Télukas of Bankdépur and Rdnebennur in 
which the resulting assessment has proved suitable. The tanks 
of Kod are quite equal to those of these districts, and the more 
unfavorable position of the former in respect of markets will be 
taken into account in settling the details of the assessment. The 
higher rate of 20 rupees per acre, fixed for the neighbouring 
district of Héngal, was intended to meet the case of some tanks 
there filled from the dams on the Dharma River, and therefore in 
great measure independent of the actual fall of the rain in the 
tdluka itself; whereas in Kod the filling of the tanks is wholly 
dependent on the fall of rain in their immediate neighbourhood, 


49, The maximum rate of assessment for gardens watered 
entirely from wells, I propose, should be fixed at 5 rupees per 
acre as in all the other districts of the Collectorate hitherto set- 
tled. The well garden cultivation of this taluka, however, is 
quite insignificant. 


50. The garden assessment at the rates proposed will yield 
according to my estimate an average rate of 64 rupees per acre 
on the whole garden land of the téluka cultivated and waste, and 
an average of Rs. 7 on the present cultivation, which is a moder- 
ate reduction of the existing assessment. 
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51. Thesettlement which has now been laid before you will, 
as in the case of other districts, absorb every tax which has hither- 
to fallen on the Jand, which henceforward when in cultivation will 
only be subject to the survey assessment, and the whole produce, 
of whatever description will be the property of the holder, Con- 
sequéntly the Haks of the Pdtils and Kulkarnis in grain and 
other produce will be abolished at the introduction of the settle- 
ment, and a temporary compensatiqn awarded them pending the 
final settlement of their offices and emoluments for which pro- 
posals are now before Government. The Haks in question have 
been estimated in the accounts at Rs. 3,025, which is probably 
considerably more than their value. The tax upon sheep, which 
last year realized 201 rupees, will also be abolished, as the 
whole of the grazing of the waste will be sold annually, field by 
field, under the new settlement, and the owners of sheep will have 
to make their own arrangements for any portion of it they may 
require. The sale of the produce of fruit-trees, which last year 
realized 356 rupces, is also. an item of revenue that will be absorb- 
ed in the event of the land on which: the trees stand being culti- 
vated when the produce would belong to the holder. The amount 
of revenue hitherto obtained from such taxes will be found in the 
revenue statement of cultivation and collections during past years 
given in my appendix. 

52. I will now shortly notice the general financial results to 
be anticipated from the adoption of my proposals. The full sur- 
vey rental of the whole Government land of the tdluka, cultivated 
and waste, I estimated in round numbers at 1,66,000 rupees, viz., 
dry-crop land assessment 1, 19,000, rice land assessment 40,000, and 
garden land assessment 7,000 rupees. And a comparison of this 
rental with the collections of past years is afforded in the following 
table :— 








| 4 
COLLECTIONS ON ACCOUNT OF Total Col- 


lections on| Estimated 
. account of |Survey as- 
Periods. Grazing Haks of} Govern- | sessment 
Cultivat+|../ 8°" | tHeradi- (ment Land, of Govern- 

tary |Cultivated (ment Land. 
Officers, jand Waste, 








Excess of Survey 

Assessment over 

Collections of past 
years, 









Fruit, &c. 








Rs, Rs, 


Average of last 28 
years ... ial | 75,579 3,603 
Average of last & 
years ... ‘ --.| 62,549 7,591 








82,182 | 1,66,000 | 83,818 
73,140 | 1,66,000 | 92,860 











53. The new assessment is thus shown to afford an ample 
margin for an increase of revenue beyond the collections of past 
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years inclusive of the Laks of hereditary officers, for which com- 
pensation will have to be provided out of the revenue under the 
new settlement, The immediate effect of the latter will of course 
occasion a large decrease of revenue for a few years, until a suffi- 
clent extent of waste has been brought into cultivation to bring it 
up to its old standard. ‘The survey assessment of the land now 
in cultivation I estimate at 40,000 rupees, and the revenue from 
waste at 8,000 rupees, and those sums together fall short of the 
collections of last year inclusive of Haks from the same sources by 
about 25,000 rupees or 52 per cent., which will be the extent of 
immediate reduction effected by the new settlement. This, though 
a considerable reduction, is, I feel satisfied, not more than is required 
by the state of this taluka, which has suffered from the effects of 
over-assessment to a greater extent than any other part of the 
Collectorate. In the present season a large extent of waste has 
been already taken into cultivation in anticipation of the new 
assessment, and I feel convinced that a very few years will suffice 
to bring the revenue up to its ‘present amount. 


54. The survey operations for the measurement and classi- 
fication have been also extended to alicnated lands within the limits 
of Government villages, and the rates of assessment which may be 
sanctioned wil] also be applied to these lands with the view of 
ascertaining and recording their value. The extent of the lands 
in question and the revenue now derived from these are exhibited 
in the subjoined table according to the accounts of last year :— 





Collections 
Tenure. Acres, on account 
of Quit-rent. 








Judi... i or 7 45,986 38,704 
Sarwa Indm ahs 738 28,170 122 
Mahal Judi... aa — 4,798 4,245 
Service Indm oak as 2091 fs > cacees 
Total... 71,540 43,071 





55, The only one of the preceding items of revenue that 
will be affected by the new assessment is that derived from land held 
onthe juditenure. The judi or quit-rent upon this land, which is 
nearly all held by the Patils and Kulkaruis, is very often very 
heavy, heavier indeed in numerous instances than the ordinary 
assessinent of Government land in the same village, and when it 
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is found tu exceed the survey assessment of the whole alienated 
land, altogether or in part only, subject to the payment of quit-rent 
belonging to any single hereditary office, the excess will be struck 
off and the full survey assessment levied as judi for the future. 
The judi revenue may therefore be expected to be considerably 
reduced by the operation of the new assessment, though the exact 
amount cannet be ascertained till the introduction of the settle- 
ment, when each case will be enquired into and adjusted. The 
reduction, so far as it goes, will be very desirable asa relief to such 
of the village officers as receive no remuneration for their services 
to the State, and whose family lands are besides heavily taxed. 
The Mahal judi revenue entered in the preceding table is received 
from the distriet hereditary officers, not merely for the land there- 
in entered but for six villages held by them on the Sarwa Inim 
tenure besides, so that it will not be subject to any reduction under 
the new settlement. 


56. After full allowance is.usade for reductions of every de- 
scription, the revenue of Kod under othe new settlement may be 
expected to exceed very considerably what the district has hither- 
to yielded, and the condition of the people te be at the same time 
greatly ameliorated. 


57. I would here beg to express my conviction, however, 
that the speedy and complete realization of this prospect would 
be greatly promoted by the restoration of the tanks of this district 
now in a ruinous condition, and the improvement and repair of 
those actually in use, Until this is effected we can hardly expect 
to see the productive resources. of this fine district developed to 
the degree of which they are casily capable. It is, as I have al- 
ready at various times had occasion to point out, altogether futile 
to anticipate that such repairs will ever be effected by the vil- 
lagers themselves. They have neither the capability of union nor 
the resources necessary for such considerable undertakings, which, 
if to be exeeutcd at all, must be so by Government. And as a 
large revenue is derived from irrigated land in excess of what it 
would yield, were means of irrigation not at command, it is at once 
reasonable and expedient that the chief portion of the expense 
necessary for the restoration and repair of the works in question 
should be borne by the State. Such expenditure should in my 
opinion be viewed partly as capital laid out in anticipation of a 
future return, and partly as promotive of the welfare and prospe- 
rity of the community, which may be considered the first duty of a 
Government. But as cultivators and indindars also participate in 
the benefits derived from works of irrigation, it is reasonable that 
they too should eontribute in part towards their restoration and 
repair, and LE would avail myself of this opportunity to urge the 
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advantage of passing a law of the nature proposed in my letter to 
the Revenue Commissioner, 8. D., No. 80, dated 14th February 
1848, for enforcing and regulating such contributions. 


58. But independent of this law, it is quite indispensable in 
my opinion that the present plan by which the Collector must 
obtain specific sanction for every trifling outlay should be aban- 
doned. The trouble, delay, disappomtment and expense of such a 
plan of administration are incalculable, and the most zealous 
and indefatigable Collector would find himself wholly unable to 


work it, 


59. In illustration of the results of the present system I 
may notice the cases of the tanks of Tilowalli and Cahikkerur, two 
of the most important in Kod. The former is chiefly filled by 
means of a dam across a considerable ndla some four miles 
distant, from which the water is led by a canal to the tank. 


This dam and canal have _becn ii a ruinous condition for several 
years past, and the injury to both has, been of course becoming 
more and more serious every year, so that the expense of repairing 
them will probably now cost at loast double what it would have 
done a few yearsago. The villagers do what they can to make the 
dam and canal available by temporary repairs at the close of each 
monsoon, but owing to the annually increasing damage, these expe- 
dients become more and more difficult, and will soon be found im- 
practicable when the valuable gardens under the tank will be ex- 
posed to great damage, if not destruction, and the restoration of 
the works above mentioned willbe found to require an outlay of 
probably ten times the amount that would have sufficed when the 
need of repairs became first apparent. The state of this tank has 
been frequently under consideration since then, but difficulties of 
one kind and another have hitherto interposed to prevent any thing 
being done. An estimate for the repair of the Chikkcrur Tank 
was submitted by the Engineer and sanctioned so long ago as 1835, 
and a sinall portion of the sun thus placed at his disposal expended. 
From some cause or other the repairs were not immediately pro- 
eceded with, and in 1841 the Engineer would appear to have 
informed the Collector that the sum sanctioned was insufficient, 
when the latter officer directed the Mdmlatddr to ascertain how 
much the villagers would agree to contribute in addition, They 
agreed to contribute 390 rupees, and of this sum about 380 
rupces were immediately collected by the Mdmlatddr and placed 
in deposit in the district treasury. The sum available was pro- 
bably still found insufficient, for time passed on without any repairs 
being made, until at leneth the contributions of the villagers were 
finally passed to the credit of Government under the operation of 
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some general instructions regarding the disposal of sums retamed 
in deposit. The case, I understand, has or is about to be once more 
submitted for the consideration of Government, but the thirteen 
years of delays that have already elapsed will probably be thought 
evidence enough as to the necessity of some reform of the existing 
system. 


60 It is without doubt very desirable that no needless expen- 
diture should be incurred on works for irrigation, but in guarding 
against this by reyniring every proposition to receive in the first in- 
stance the sanction of Government, it may be well to consider 
whether we do not run into the very error we strive to avoid. 
Under the existing plan a portion of the valuable time of the Col- 
lector, of the Revenue Commissioner, and of Government, is un- 
avoidably consumed in the consideration of every reference, how- 
ever insignificant, and very often in addition that of the Exe- 
cutive and Superintending Engineers and of the Military Board. 
The value of the time of these, officers and authorities may be 
readily deduced from the anieunt of pay received by them respect- 
ively, and on making duc allowanees, for this, I think it will ap- 
pear incontestable that the briefest proposition and estimate sub- 
mitted for sanction could not, under the most favourable circum- 
stances, pass the round of them all under a cost of 300 rupees, 
and [ believe very rarely does so without costing very much more. 
Tn the case of all works under this amount then it is clear to me 
that their actual cost is more than doubled by the process required 
for obtaining sanction, and that even on the worst possible sup- 
position of work being wholly~ useless, it would be better to em- 
power the Collector to order its construction without reference, 
rather than consume the valuable time of so many high function- 
aries of the State as the present method requires, 


61. But it may be argued that as these functionaries must 
be paid upon either plan, no saving would be effected by trans- 
ferring the power of sanctioning such expenditure from the head 
of the Government to the Collector, and the reasoning would be 
sound if they had all leizure for the consideration of such trifling 
matters without detriment to more important business. Such a 
position will, I believe, be at once admitted to be quite unsustain- 
able, as in all departments of the State the pressure of an over- 
whelming mass of business is keenly felt. The most active feel 
themselves in danger of being swamped amidst the never-ending 
streams of routine business pouring in upon them, and their best: 
energies are expended in mercly keeping the cumbrous machinery 
of their departincnts moving. The state of things here described 
is clearly traceable to a gradual appropriation by the central au- 
thority of much of the supervisive and executive functions pre- 
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viously exercised by the local officers, and though the change may 
have led to greater system and uniformity of practice in the con- 
duct of public affairs, it has in my humble opmion been pushed 
greatly too far into details, and has had the effect of so increasing 
the mass of business in all departments that it becomes a task of 
yearly increasing difficulty to prevent it falling into arrears. 


62. In the case of the great majority of the tanks in this 
Collectorate the repairs wanted are of the most simple description, 
so that in my humble opinion it involves a waste of the time of a 
scientific officer to require him either to plan or to execute them, 
and a still greater waste of valuable time to refer his propositions 
and estimate through the various intervening authorities for the 
sanction of Government. Time cannot be found for such cumbrous 
proceedings, and the result is that the tanks are left to themselves, 
and their ruinous condition coutinues a standing reproach upon 
British administration. 


63. Now it appears to -memthat all this admits of an casy 
and efficacious remedy. All that seéms to be wanted is for Gov- 
ernment to settle what annual suim can be spared from the public 
revenues for the promotion of works for irrigation in this Collec- 
torate, and to empower the Collector to dispose of it as he may think 
fit. The great mass of the repairs would be executed under the 
superintendence of the village and district officers, on the plan 
suggested in Government, letter No. 408, dated 26th February 
last, and be thus much more economically executed than they could 
he by the Engincer’s Department. The Collector should however 
have the power of calling on the Engineer for his opinion and 
advice in reference to any such works, and of transferring to him 
their execution, should he deem them too mmportant to be en- 
trusted to his own district officers. A quite sufficient guarantee 
for the suitable expenditure of the fund might, I think, be found 
by requiring the Collector to furnish annually a statement of the 
various works he had had executed and the sums expended upon 
each, 


64, The amount to be so placed at the disposal of the Col- 
lector remains to be considered. The revenuc likely to be deriv- 
ed under the survey settlements from land irrigated from tanks 
of a size requiring their repairs to be executed through the im- 
strumentality of Government, cannot be estimated at less than 
60,000 rupees for the whole Collectorate, over and above the revenue 
which the same land would yield were the tanks not in existence. 
Anything within this sum then might be expended annually on 
these works of irrigation and yet Government be no loser, but if 
we only appropriate one-fourth of the whole or 1,500 rupees for their 
support, there will remain over a clear profit of the remaining three- 
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fourths accruing to the revenue from their existence and use, 
which ought surely to satisfy us of their financial importance. 
The sum I have named does not appear tome more than is neces- 
sary for the due repair of the tanks now in use, and gradual resto- 
ration of those that have become ruinous; and its expenditure in 
the way proposed will, I feel satished, prove of more benefit to the 
Collectorate than one of much greater amount upon the present 
plan of specific sanctions. It would not however suffice for the 
construction of any extensive new works, such as the system of 
irrigation I have suggested in a previous part of this report for 
the Kumadwatti River, for which special sanction, as at present, 
would of course be requisite. 

65. In addition to the repair and restoration of the tanks, 
the prosperity of Kod and all the southern télukds of the Col- 
lectorate would be greatly promoted by opening a road available 
for carts to join the great road to Kumta, somewhere west of 
Samasgi, which (vide map prefacing this report) is the extreme 
point of the Hangal Tdluka.in that direction. For, as pointed out 
in my report on the assessment of Bankdpur, these southern 
tdélukds are cut off from the road in question by a jungly tract 
which in its present state is hardly, if at all, available for carts ; 
and unless a road be opened through it, the cotton and sugar of the 
district in question, which form a yery important trade, will con- 
tinue to be conveyed to the coast on pack bullocks as at present, and 
the benefits the Kumta road is calculated to confer on that portion 
of the Collectorate be in a great measure lost. The great stream 
of traffic from the southern district to the port of Kumta now 
passes through the town of Samasgi, from which the distance 
within the Madras frontier to the Kumta road dues not execed 
five or six miles, and there would, Iam sure, be no difficulty in 
arranging with the Collector of Kanara for the construction of 
this portion, A little way cast of Samasgi the road should divide 
into two branches, the northern to be taken as far as the town of 
Haveri, which already possesses a large trade with the port of 
Kumnta, and is most favourably situated to become a depét for the 
cotton of the valleys ofthe Wardha and Tungabhadra rivers. The 
southern branch should be carricd near the town of Tilowalli, 
which also is a place of considerable trade, and along the high 
lying plains forming the centre of the taluka of Kod as far as the 
town of the latter name. The length of these communications 
would only be about sixty miles in all, and as there is fine red soil 
for nearly every foot of the distance, the expense of making the 
road would be very trifling ; while it would prove of the utmost 
importance to the southern half of this Collectorate, from all parts 
of which produce could then be conveyed on carts to the port of 
Kumta, It is needless to enlarge on the impulse which these 
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roads would give tothe cultivation of the wide-spreading wastes 
of Héngal, Kod and Rénebennur ; and I will content myself with 
urgently recommending their immediate construction, as one of 
the most economical means at our command for surely and speedily 
developing the resources of these districts and increasing the public 
revenues. 

66. I will now turn my attention to the téluka of Dharwar 
which occupies the north-western corner of the Collectorate, 
being bounded on the east and south by the télukdés of Naval- 
gund and Hubli, on the west by the Madras province of Kdnara 
and the Belgaum District of Bidi, and on the north by that of 
Parasgad. It is managed by a Madmlatdar stationed at Dharwar, 
and two dependent Mahdlkaris at Gadag and Mugad. The dis- 
trict nominally contains 136 Government and 38 alienated villages, 
which are attached to the several charges of the abovementioned 
officers, as shown in the annexed statement* ; of the 33 alienated 
villages 26 are held on the Judi tenure, 4 are Jaghfr, and 3 “ Sarwa 
TIndém” -— 


NUMBER AND PRESENT JisTRIBUTION OF VILLAGES. 



























































Dharwar Gadag Mugad 
Name of Mahal or Mamlatdar's Mahalkari’s Mahalkari’s Whole T4luka, 
old Division to Division. Division. Division, 
which the Villages 
belong. a 
Govern- |Alienat- |Gavern- |Alienat- |Govern- |Alienat- | Govern- |Alienat- 
ment, ed, ment, | ed. ment, ed, ment, ed, 
i 
Dharwar +33 24 9 
Aminbhavi 8 sists 
Maradgi 3 2 
Hebli 1 1 
Misrikota 1 es 
Betgeri 14 2 
Tadkod 17 6 
Morab ee 3 ies 
Dewar Hubli ... 5 9 5 
Kyrékop hea 24 Ae 
Narendra : 4 13 4 
Tegtr ies 4 19 4 
Total 





* Three of the Government villages, viz., Tarasgundi of the Dewar Hubli 
Mahal, and Mutahunshi and Bukar, Kandla of the Kerkop Mahal, have long 
been lost sight of, and cannot now be traced, though their lands are supposed tc 
form part of jungle tracts which have, by the present survey, been included within 
the limits of adjoining villages. ; 
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67. The appearance and climate of different parts of Dharwar 
vary considerably. The Belgaum and Hubli road divides the 
district into two parts, of which the one to the north of the road 
is composed for the most part of a level plain of black soil peculiar- 
ly adapted to the culture of dry crops and containing little irri- 
gated land. To the south of the road on the contrary the country 
is hilly, and the bottoms of the valleys are generally devoted to 
the production of rice, while the dry-crop culture is for the most 
part confined to the light soil of the uplands. This difference is 
indicative of the moister climate of the latter division, in which the 
fall of rain gradually increases as we approach the jungles on the 
Kanara frontier. And if the whole district were divided by lines 
running parallel with the jungle in a general direction from north- 
west to south-east, the villages situated between any two of 
these lines, would be found to possess nearly the same climate, and 
each succeeding parallel nearer to the jungles would have one 
more and more rainy. 


68. In the black plain portion .of the tdluka the climate is 
admirably suited for the culture of unirrigated crops. The rain 
is rarcly excessive but generally sufficient, and the droughts to 
which the villages of Navalgund lying a little further to the north- 
east are very subject are rarely experienced here. ‘Tobacco grows 
luxuriantly in some villages, and several descriptions of culinary 
vegetables which in most localities require irrigation succeed here 
very well without. In point of climate this division is equal to 
any in the Collectorate, and when its superior facilities for the 
disposal of agricultural produce afforded by the camp and town of 
Dhérwér and the high road to Belgaum and Hubli running from 
one end of it to the other are taken into account, it must be view- 
ed as the most favoured of any in the Collectorate for the dry- 
crop cultivation. 


. 69. On leaving the plain, however, for the hilly portion of the 
tdéluka, the climate becomes too moist for the dry-crop culture, and 
the deteriorating influence of excessive rain becomes more and 
more apparent as we proceed in a south-westerly direction, in 
exactly the same manner as described in my last assessment report 
in the case of Héngal, which makes it unnecessary for me again to 
notice this peculiarity in detail here. In proceeding westward 
the cultivation of jowdri, which is the great staple of the plain, 
becomes gradually superseded by that of régi and other inferior 
grains, and nearly disappears in the border villages. 


70. There is comparatively little produce exported from this 
district, owing to the consumption of the camp and town of 
Dhérwar, which contains a large trading and manufacturing popu- 
lation located in different villages throughout the district, and 
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owing to the internal demand thus created the prices of produce 
range higher in this district than in any other of the Collectorate. 
To the same cause is ascribable the fact of there being very little 
cotton grown, although the climate is admirably suited for the 
crop. The rayats find it more profitable to raise jowdri, from 
which besides the grain a large return is obtained by the sale of 
the straw in Dhdrwiar and the villages along the Belgaum and 
Hubli road. Tobacco is cultivated also to some extent in certain 
villages and is considered a remunerating crop. Wheat also is 
grown sparingly throughout the black plain portion of the district, 
but jowdri is the great staple of this division. The monsoon 
variety is alone cultivated, except in two or three of the most out- 
lying villages, when in consequence of the more precarious fall of 
rain, the cultivators occasionally try the white or cold weather 
variety. In the division of the téluka south of the road, rice and 
sugarcane are the most valuable crops and like the products of 
the plain division find ready sale at Dhdérwdr. The dry-crop grains 
are chiefly for domestic consumption, though also disposed of in 
limited quantity at Dharwar and the other bdzdrs of the district. 
Manure is everywhere applied to the land, with the exception of 
a few lands in some villages where there is enough jungle to burn 
on theground. In this case the burning acts as a sufficient sti- 
mulant for one or twoseasons, when the ground is allowed to lie 
fallow until the jungle again grows up. This description of hus- 
bandry is of course only suited to thinly populated villages with 
much more land than the inhabitants are able to cultivate, and will 
be succeeded by continuous cultivation as population increases. 


71. Owing to the importance.of the Dhdrwar Fort in former 
times the district under report was perhaps more frequently than 
in any other subjected to the spoilation of contending armies dur- 
ing the period of Native rule, though it at the same time benefited 
by their consumption and that of the garrison of Dhdrwdr. And 
upon the whole it seems to have suffered less than most parts of 
the Collectorate from the disorders that preceded our occupation 
of the country. Subsequent to the fall of the Annagundi State 
the district was for 129 years under the nominal rule of Bijdpur, 
during which the management of it was in a great measure left 
to the hereditary officers, and the period is described as one of 
uninterrupted suffering. It next fell under the Mogals, whose rule 
lasted 66 years, and was generally liberal and prosperous. The 
Mardthas succeeded, and one of their first measures was to raise 
the standard assessment by trebling the ancient Annagundi 
“ Rakkam,” though it could not of course be collected and required 
the constant aid of Kauls and similar expedients to give it even 
a nominal existence. The town of Dhdrwdér was plundered and 
burnt by Parshriém Bhdu Patwardhan in 1790, as were many of the 
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surrounding villages, and the whole district suffered more or less 
from similar outrages during the distributed period that followed 
until it passed into the hands of the British in 1817. 


_72. Under our government the district generally has pros- 
pered though its agriculture has remained in a stationary if not 
declining condition. The large thriving town of Dhidrwdr may be 
said to have grown up within this period, and the population of 
other places has also been considerably incrcased. The reason of 
agriculture not having partaken of this advance is unquestionably 
in my opinion due to over-assessment. As in other districts of 
the Collectorate, the revenue realized in the first few years of our 
administration was very high, which gave rise to an exaggerated 
estimate of the capabilities of the district, and this unluckily was 
made the basis of the assessment of the former survey which 
was introduced in 1825-26, and has since formed the ground-work 
of the annual settlements. 


73. The present survey operations were commenced in the 
season 1846-47, during which 99 villages were measured by two 
establishments under the supermtendence of Lieutenants Biggs 
and Kemball, by whom also the remaining villages of the téluka 
were completed in the course of the following year, 


74, The classification was commenced and completed in 123 
villages by Lieutenant Francis’ establishment under the season 
1847-48, and the operation is now progressing towards completion 
in the case of remaining villages under the superintendence of the 
same officer. 

75. The following tables, similar to those given in a previous 


part of this report for the Kod Téluka, show the degree of accu- 
racy with which these operations have been executed :— 
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Table of errors discovered in the Measurement. 








Total 
Number 
of Fields 


examined. 


Number of Fields in which the Difference betwoen Test and Original 
Measurement did not exceed 
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Table of errors discovered in the Classification. 


Number of Fields in which the Difference between Tost and 
Original Classification was 











Numb aes 
Net Clann 
tested. | Hon el Re, SUBSE DerRO RES & p [Ric & pife. a. plo & p. 
; 0 
Nothing. to to to to to to 
006 0 1 0 01 0200 2 60 8.0 
819 | Soil ,... 98 282, 279 107 4G 6 1 
222 | Water..4 61 125 32 2 2 





76, The average error in the measurement is thus shown to 
be 1°37 per cent., which considering that there is a good deal of 
rice and jungle land rather difficult of measurement in the district 
may be considered a fair degree of accuracy. In the case of 
Lieutenant Kemball’s work, the average error is only 1 per cent., 
and the greatest error discovered 10 per cent. in the case of one 
field, which is very creditable to this officer whose establishment 
contains many young hands, and had been exposed to serious dis-' 
advantages owing to his having been several times withdrawn 
from the department for considerable periods for Military duty. 
In Lieutenant Biggs’ work the average error is considerably 
greater being 1:9 per cent. and the greatest error discovered 23 
per cent. in the case of one field only. There are altogether 5 
errors over 10 per cent. in the work of this officer, and although 
they occur in the case of small fields in which a mistake is of little 
importance, they indicate that his establishment has not yet arriv- 
ed at the high degree of efficiency attained by the others, which is 
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artly to be accounted for by Lieutenant Biggs’ having, like 
een Kemball, been more than once withdrawn from the 


department for Military duty. 


77. The elassification has been very correctly executed, the 
average error in the case of the soil being only 8 pies, and the 
greatest error discovered between 2 annas 7 pies and 3 annas in 
one field only. In the classification of the supply of water to rice 
land the average error is 3 pies, and the greatest error discover- 
ed between 1 anna 7 pics and 2 annas in the ease of two fields only, 
which is equivalent to a mistake of two classes, These results, 
taking into account that the method of classing the supply of 
water was tried in this district for the first time, shew both opera- 
tions to have been very carefully executed, and are indicative of 
the high state of efficiency to which Lieutenant Francis has 
brought his establishment. A further test of the classification 
will be made during the present season. 


78. On the opposite page isa\diagram for the Dharwar 
Téluka in all respects similar to that for Kod, which has already 
been described in my 27th para.* The large abatements made 
from the standard assessment every year, show how greatly the 
latter was in excess of the capabilities of the land, and in conse- 
quence of this it became a business and a necessity with the cul- 
tivator to obtain as large a remission from the settling officer 
as he could. To attain this object he did not scruple to resort of 
every species of subterfuge and deceipt to impress the European 
officer with a belief of his inability to discharge his assessment. 
The corrupting and debasing influence of this system on the 
peasantry may be readily imagined, while its effects were not less 
hurtful on the village and district officials, who were in the habit 
of combining with the rayat to deceive the settling officers on 
condition of showing in the remissions granted. 


79. The cultivation, as will be scen from the red lines of this 
form drawn across each column, declined steadily for the first eight 
years subsequent to the introduction of the former survey, when 
the collections were generally high. For the next ten years there 
was a tendency to improvement in the cultivation visible, due pro- 
bably to the large remissions given in several of these years and to 
the grant of waste on favourable terms. From 1841-42 to 1844-45 
the cultivation once more rapidly declined, and in the last three years 
exhibits a not less remarkable increase. The latter circumstance is 


*My proposals extend to 132 villages, but the diagram includes the accounts 
af 13] only, those of onc small village, Venkatapur, having been left out in conse- 
quence of being incomplete, 
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wholly duetothepresent survey and approaching revision of assess- 
ment, but for which the cultivation and collections of the last three 
years of the diagram would have been in all probability below those 
of the year 1844-45. The additional collections thus realized in these 
three years exceed 60,000 rupees, which is considerably beyond the 
entire cost of the survey operations for the revision of the assess- 
ment of the district, which may thus be considered to have been 
effected at no expense to the State whatever. Most of the land 
taken up in anticipation of the survey settlement has probably 
been the occasion of considerable loss to the holders ; but the very 
fact of their submitting to this for the sake of securing the land, 
shows that there are resources in the district for a large extension 
of cultivation, and that it was the weight of the assessment alone 
which prevented this taking place. 


80. In Dhdrwdr the dry-crop land revenue is much more 
important than that obtained from rice and garden lands, as will 
be evident from an inspection.of the diagram. Rice cultivation, 
however, might and no doubt will be.greatly extended under the 
revised assessment, as tlie more westerly villages especially con- 
tain many localities well suited for it. The existing rates of assess- 
ment upon rice land are occasionally as high as 10 rupees per acre, 
and the necessity of reduction is quite as apparent in their case as 
in that of the dry-crop rates. 


Dry-crop Lands. 


81. To ensure a proper distribution of the dry-crop assess- 
ment, a more minute classification of villages will be required in 
the case of Dhérwdr than in any district of the Collectorate yet 
reported on. In my 67thand 68th paras: I have noticed its pe- 
culiarities of climate, the villages south-west of the Belgaum road 
having rain more and more in excess as they approach the jungles, 
and those to the north-east of the road a supply generally ample, 
except in three ounyne villages where the climate begins to 
resemble that of Navalgund. In addition to distinctions of climate, 
the black soil villages immediately around the town of Dhirwér 
enjoy advantages over those at a little greater distance from the 
greater facilities of disposing of their straw, obtaining manure, 
and raising vegetables and other green crops afforded by the 
proximity of the Dhdrwdr market. 


82. Without taking into account the three villages lost in 
the jungle there are 133 Government villages in the Dhdrwdr 
Téluka; but one of these, Kabbenur, lately transferred from the 
Navalgund Téluka, has been already surveyed and assessed, which 
limits my present proposals to the remaining 132. These latter 
I propose to divide into seven classes with maximum rates of 
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assessment as follows with the view of meeting all the peculiarities 
of their respective circumstances above adverted to. 





Groups of | Number of | Considerations which have determined the position laa Nari ye 
Villages. | Villages, of the Group. Pp pan P 





Ra. a. p. 


Ist... 7 | Climate favourable for the dry-crop culture 
and enjoying the additional advantages 
arising from immediate proximity to the 
town of Dhérwér we 


Qnd ss... 53 | Climate equally favourable with that of 
preceding group; but without the ad- 
vantage of immediate proximity to the’ 
town of Dharwar aes | 2 0 =0 


Brd as 3 | Outlying villages moro subject to droughts 
than the preeeding groups and less favour- 
ably situated in regard to markets «| 112 0 


4th =... 23 | Equal to the 2nd group in regard to markets 
but with a somewhat at over-moist climate| 112 0 


Sth =... 19 |Climate moister than that of the immediate- 
ly preceding group, and somewhat less 
favourably situated in respect of markets.{| 1 8 0 


6th ... 18 | Tho disadvantages of the immediately pre- 
ceding group more strongly marked “ 


7th on. 9 | On the extreme border of the district gene- 
rally within the jungle and more disadvah- 
tageously situated im respect of climate 
and markets than even the 6th group ...) 014 0 





ee J 

83. These rates, it will be seen on referring to the table given 
in my 37th para., are considerably higher than those sanctioned 
for any other tdluka of the Collectorate, but not I think to a 
greater extent than the superior advantages enjoyed by this dis- 
trict authorize, and they will, notwithstanding, effect a very liberal 
reduction of the present assessment, as will be apparent from an 
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inspection of the subjoined table, in which they are compared with 
those obtained from the average collections of the last 23 years :— 





AVERAGE FROM REVENUE AccoUNTS OF EstTimaTep R&SULTS OF PRESENT 


Gaours. LAST 23 YEARS, Sunvay. 









‘otal AreajCultivat- per Average {Total Area} Total Average 


. lof Dry-crop| ed Dry- Rate of fof Dry-crop|Assessment| Rate of 
No, {Villages jand. in crop land ment Assessment] Land in jof Dry-crop|Assessment 
Acres. jin Acres. led Land| Per Acre. Acres, Land, per Acre, 


Rs, |Rs. a. p 
1st 7 3,840 | 600011 9 0 
2nd {| 53 49,000 | 67,875 11 6 0 
3rd. | 8 4,475 | 5,748/1 5 0 
4th | 23 16,000 | 10,500 | 010 6 
Sth | 19 10,000 | 5312/0 8 6 
6th | 18 17,000 7,969 |0 7 6 
7th 9 11,000 | 446910 6 6 
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6 11]111,815 11,07,373 
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84. We find from this table that the proposed rates are 
below those deduced from the average of past collections in all 
the groups of villages with the exception of the 6thand 7th in the 
neighbourhood of the jungles, and in which, as in the case of 
Hangal, the new rates will occasion a considerable increase of the 
dry-crop assessment. When introducing the new assessment into 
the latter district last year the cultivators complained of this in- 
crease as was to be expected, and in some instances threw up 
particular fields ; but notwithstanding this, the impression left on 
my mind, after hearing all they had to say on the matter, was that 
the increase was fully warranted by the circumstances, and would 
not be found to interpose any bar to the extension of cultivation. 
I further became convinced that the former dry-crop assessment 
in many of these villages was below the rent that might be 
obtained for the grazing of this description of land when waste, 
and this surmise hazarded in my last report has, I understand, 
been confirmed by the results of the sale of the waste in some 
villages under the new settlement. Owing to the rainy climate of 
these villages the poorer descriptions of land are peculiarly suited 
for pasture grounds, as they yield an abundant herbage during 
seven or eight months of the year, which will yearly increase in 
value as the waste of the inland villages is appropriated for tillage, 
and under these circumstances it appears to me very doubtful 
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whether it would be of advantage to bring them under the plough 
for the purpose of raising grain crops. I believe that in the course 
of avery few years, the rayats of the villages under consideration 
will be able to take up the whole or great part of their waste 
land at the survey assessment, and obtain a large profit on it by 
the sale of the grass and the feeding of cattle, which are likely to 
be sent there for pasturage in yearly increasing numbers. I do 
not, therefore, entertain any apprehensions on the score of the 
proposed rates in the instances in question being found too high, 


Rice Lands. 


85. These are not extensive in the Dhérwdér Téluka. They 
amount in all to about 6,000 acres of which nearly half are at 
present uncultivated owing to the oppressive nature of the existing 
assessment. The present rates vary from Rs. 12 an acre down- 
wards, the average rate on the cultivation of the last 23 years 
being Rs. 3-8-7 and that of the last 5 years Rs. 3-15-7 per acre. 
The extent of rice land in cultivation at the introduction of the 
former survey settlement 23 years ago was 3,804 acres. This 
had fallen to 2,874 acres in 1845-46, or about one-third, which is 
convincing proof of the insupportable weight of the existing assess- 
ment. Within the last 3 years a portion of the waste has been 
again brought into cultivation in anticipation of the new setitle- 
ment. 


86. The rice lands of Dhérwdr are almost exclusively con- 
fined to the portion of the district lying south of the Belgaum 
road, that is to say to the 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th groups of villages 
shewn in the preceding tables... The classification of the supply of 
water for irrigation provides for the distinctions of climate between 
these groups. In respect of climate the rice lands may be considered 
on a par with those of Hangal and Tadas, and their superior value 
as in the case of the dry-crop land is owing to their proximity to 
the large markets of Dhdérwdr and Hubli, especially the former. 
These advantages are very considerable and will warrant a con- 
siderable increase in the rates proposed for the former districts, 
The maximum rate sanctioned for Hangal was Rs. 5 and for Tadas 
5-8-0 per acre; but the experience gained in the settlement of 
these districts has induced me to extend somewhat the difference 
between the maximum and minimum rates, in fixing the relative 
values of the water classes; so that in the classification of the 
Dhérwar rice lands, a maximum rate of Rs. 6 would be about equi- 
valent to the abovementioned Tadas rate of Rs. 5-8-0. I have 
proposed in the case of the principal dry-crop villages of Dharwar 
(viz., those of my 2nd group) an increase of 4rd on the rates of the 
most favorably situated dry-crop villages of Hangal and Tadas, and 
I propose to make a similar increase in the case of the rice lands, 
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fixing the maximum rate at Rs. 8 per acre in the 1st, 2nd, 4th and 
5th groups of Dhérwéar villages, which are most favorably situated 
in respect of markets. There is no rice land in the 3rd group of 
villages, The 6th and 7th groups are less favorably situated, being 
removed from 10 to 15 miles from Dharwar and the high road to 
Belgaum, on which account I propose to fix the maximum in their 
case a little lower, viz.,at Rs. 7 per acre. These maximum rates, 
it will be understood, are only applicable to the best description of 
rice land capable of producing alternating crops of sugar-cane, The 
average rate to be anticipated from the adoption of my proposals 
compared with that deduced from past collections is exhibited in 
the following table :— 





ESTIMATED RESULTS OF PRESENT 


AVERAGES FROM ACCOUNTs OF LAST 23 YEARS, SURVEY. 








‘Cotal Area! Cultivated | Realized Average Rate} Total Area| Total Assess-| Average Rate 
of Rice Land] Rice Land,|Assessment on of Assessment fof Rice Land|ment of Rice | of Assessment 
in Acres, | Acres, Cultivation, per Acre. in Acres, Land. per Acre, 


el | a fA a fn 


Rs. Rs. a. p. 
5,125 3,154 11,150 Ete He 


Rs, Rs. a p. 
15,750 | 210 0 





Garden Lands. 


87. These are of very limited extent in this district, being 
according to the accounts of last year 660 acres, of which 287 
acres were cultivated at an average rate of Rs. 8-0-7 per acre. 
This land is generally inferior to that of the southern tdlukas, and 
is for the most part devoted to the raising of vegetables for the 
Dharwér market. I propose to retain for tts assessment the or- 
dinary garden rates adopted for the rest of the Collectorate with 
the exception of Hangal, viz., a maximum rate of Rs. 15 per acre 
for tank gardens, and one of Rs. 5 per acre for well gardens. None 
of the land under consideration unless in one or two instances of 
well gardens is sufficiently valuable to be assessed at these maxi- 
mum rates, even after allowing for its advantages of situation for 
the Dhérwdr market when compared with the rest of the Col- 
lectorate. Ido not, therefore, think it necessary to alter the maxi- 
mum rates adopted for the Collectorate sacar on account of the 
latter advantage, as they are sufficiently high to comprize all the 
Dhérwér gardens, and the superiority of the latter in point of 
markets will be taken into account in fixing the rate in each in- 
stance. The average rate under the new. settlement I estimate at 
Rs. 5 per acre. 

B 370—16 


122 


88. The settlement which has been now laid before you is 
intended to absorb all direct levies made by the village and dis- 
trict officers, as in the case of all districts hitherto settled. They 
are valued at Rs. 3,192 in 1842-43 when returns of all their emo- 
luments were obtained from the hereditary officers, and a tem- 
porary compensation will be awarded for the abolition of the levies 
in question, pending a final settlement of the hereditary offices and 
emoluments throughout the Collectorate. The sheep-tax, which 
last year realized 198 rupees, and sale of the produce of fruit trees, 
165 rupees, will be affected by the new settlement as already 
mentioned in my 51st para. in reference to Kod. 


89. The full survey rental of the whole Government arable 
land of the téluka I estimate at 1,25,000 rupees in round numbers, 
viz., dry-crop land 1,07,500 rupees, rice land 16,000 rupees, and 
garden land 1,500 rupees, and this rental will be found compared in 
the subjoined statement with the collections of the whole period of 
our administration and of the five years preceding 1846-47 when 
the effect of the present survey operations in increasing the re- 
venue first became decidedly apparent. 









CoLLECTIONS ON ACCOUNT OF ‘ 
Total Coll Petimated 


tections on 
ds ‘Survey Arsesa |] Excess of Sur- 
Waste, || Hakgof acponns ot ment of Gov-jvey Assessment 
P Gr aZINg |) Heredi- oat Land ernment Landlover Collections 
pa: ghee tary [Cultivated Cultivated | of past years, 
ef ep- a . By 
Sale of | Officors.[and Waste. and Waste, 


fruit, &e. 


Periods, 














Per 


Rupees, | Rupces.-; Rupees: cent. 





Rupees. Rupees, { Rupees, 




















Average of last 28 years} 94,200 | 3,051 } 3,192 
Average of 5 years pre- 
ceding 1846-47 -| 90,714 


1,00,443 
4,811 8,192 98,717 


1,25,000 
1,25,000 


24,557 | 24h 
26,283 | 264 
























90. Owing to cultivation being more extended m Dharwar 
than in any other district for which rates of assessment have been 
proposed, it is not to be expected that the new settlement should 
hold out an equal prospect of a large eventual increase of revenue ; 
but nevertheless the comparison which has just been given is suffi- 
ciently promising even in a financial point of view, and ifthe settle- 
ment succeed, as I anticipate, the collections under it will at least 
equal, if they do not exceed, those of the past years of our admin- 
istration. The immediate effect of the revision will occasion a di- 
minution of revenue to the extent of about 10,000 rupees compared 
with the average collections of the period of 5 years shewn in the 
preceding statement, and to the extent of 40,000 rupees compared 
with the collections of last year. The latter, however, were swelled 
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by 30,000 rupees at the least, owing to the great extent of 
waste taken up within the last three years in anticipation of the 
survey settlement, and it would be a fatal error to consider the 
large collections of the two last years as affording a measure of the 
capabilities of the district. 

91. The alienated lands of Dhdrwér to which the new assess- 
ment will be applied to the extent noticed in my 54th and 55th 
paras., in the case of Kod, are shewn in the following statement :— 


Collections 
‘Tenure. Acres. on account 
of Quit-rent. 





Judi ie 4 20,905 | 28,8138 
Sarwa Indm ... ...{ 11,848 ae 
Mahal Judi... | 18,458 25,598 
Servico Iném ... t4.{ 9,919 Se 
Total...) 56,125 54,411 





92. The Judi quit-rent alone will be subject to reduction 
through the operation of the new rates, as in no case hereafter will 
anything in excess of the, survey assessment of the whole land 
(Judi and Sarwa Iném together) of any hereditary office be levied 
on account of the Judi Cess under the new settlements. In intro- 
ducing the latter also, I have always, allowed the Judiddrs the op- 
tion of relinquishing any entire survey fields belonging to their 
estates, and obtaining a reduction in their Judi Cess equal to the 
survey assessment of the fields so relinquished, which were then 
entered in the settlement papers as Government land. It could 
never be for the advantage of the State to oblige any Judidér or 
other rent-payers to hold more land than he himself wishes, and 
there is a further advantage in reducing the extent of the Judi 
estates, as the tenure on which they are held is by no means so 
favourable for the increase of agricultural capital and through it of 
the land revenue as that of the Government lands. In all cases I 
consider the substitution of the Khdlsat for the Judi tenure to be 
a most important advantage. 

93. Having thus disposed of the Talukas of Kod and Dhar- 
war, 1 have still to consider the Misrikota division of Hubli in 
order to the completion of my proposals, The division in ques- 
tion lies immediately south of the Dharwar Tdluka, having the 
Mamlatdars and Tadas Mahdikari’s divisions of Hubli on the 
cast, and the Kanara frontier on the south and west. It consists 
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of 100 Government and 24 alienated villages under the manage- 
ment of a Mahdlkari stationed at Misrikota as more particularly 
shown in the subjoined table; of the alienated villages 18 are held 
on the Judi, 5 on the Sarwa Indm, and 1 on the Jéghir tenures, 


Misrikota Mahélkari’s 
Charge, 
Names of Mahals or old Divisions 
to which the Villages belong. 











Government | Alienated 

Villages. Villages, 
1. Misrikota ... ive 44 18 
2. Kalghatgi... ae 50 5 
3. Bomigatti... a 6 _ 
4. Kyarkop .. ind oe 1 
Total ...) 100 24 


94. IT may be very briefimemy observations on this district 
as a full deseription of it will be found in the annexed very interest- 
ing report by my Assistant, Lieutenant W. C. Anderson, under 
whose superintendence the operations connected with the measure- 
ment were conducted. The surface of Misrikota is generally un- 
dulating, and to a considerable extent in the southerly and wes- 
terly villages, is still over-run with jungle. The climate resembles 
the division of Dhdrwdér west of the Hubli road, becoming more 
rainy as we procced from north-east towards the Kanara jungles. 
It is in all parts over-moist for the dry-crop culture, though the 
latter is oxtensively prosecuted in the villages along the eastern 
border. The westerly villages are very thinly inhabited and many 
of them deserted. In this quarter there is very little cultivation, 
and a considerable addition to the present population will be re- 
quired before the land can be generally brought under tillage. The 
crops and husbandry are the same asin the adjoining parts of 
Dhérwér and the Tadas division of Hubli for which rates of as- 
sessment were proposed in my last report. 


95. The chief cultivation is rice, and the revenue derived 
from irrigated land more than doubles that obtained from dry-crop 
land. Tanks, generally of small size, are numerous all over the dis- 
trict, and their neglected condition is described in the 2nd para. of 
Lieutenant Anderson’s report. The cultivators are, I think, in 
better circumstances than in other rice-growing district of the Col- 
lectorate, and this is to be ascribed to the assessment having been 
more moderate here than elsewhere, and more easily paid from the 
bullk of the produce being rice, which has always commended a 
ready sale, as well in the district bdzdrs, of which a detailed ac- 
count is given in Lieutenant Andorson’s 9th and following paras, 
as in the more distant and larger marts of Dhérwar and Hubli. 
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96. The measurement of Misrikota was commenced in 1846-47 
and completed in the following season under the superintendence 
of Lieutenant W.C. Anderson. The classification was commenced 
by Lieutenant Francis in 1847-48 during which about half the 
villages were classified, and the remainder will be so during the 
current season by the establishment of the same officer. The degrees 
of accuracy attained in the execution of both operations are exhibit- 
ed in the subjoined statement :— 










MisRikora, NAtTURS, RXTENT AND RESULT OF TRA, 


Number of [By European Officers. By Natives. Total Test, 






























































A 
o ? ry - a 
oo 
ri: | g Averago Error. z Average Error. g Ge i Sg 
o Arable Nature of <q <q «4 E 
ss | Acres. |) Operation. s 3 ot 
Pa ue ay 3 Me a4 =| he 4 cE} 
2 Z2/8|/a7,4 e/a ]}]28/s 
5 Elsis]2tsis |] 8 | sls 
a AB ay a a Be a z Ba Re 
1 2 5 8 7 8 10 11 12 13 14 
Rea, Ra. 
Mensurement..} Of | 1,318) 9,050) 0°7 ov a 12,578 | OF] .. 
Classification .. . 
100 | 108,754 
Soil 271] 1,710; | 006 1,948 | « |0°0°63 
Water .. 187 





Table of ervors discovered in the Measurement. 








Number of Fields in which the difference between Original and Test 


Total nnmber Measurement did not exceed 


of Fields 
examined. 








per cent, | per cent,\per cent./per cent.|per cent./per cent.'per cent, /per cent. 








Table of errors discovered in the Classification. 


Number of Fields in which the difference between 
Original and Test Classification was 


No, of Fields. | Classification of Rs. a. p.iRs. a, piRs. a. p.iRs. a. p, 
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97. The results shewn by these statements indicate a very 
high degree of accuracy in the execution of both the measurement 
and classification of this district. The average error in the case of 
the measurement is considerably within 1 per cent, and the largest 
error discovered amounts to 8 per cent. in the case of one field only. 
In the classification the average error as regards the valuation of the 
soil is only 6 pies of our classification scale and the greatest error dis- 
covered 2 annas, which last is just equal to the difference between 
two contiguous classes of our nine kinds of soil. In the valuation 
of the supply of water to ricc lands the average error is 4 pies and 
the greatest error discovered 1 anna 6 pies of the scale in which 1 
anna represents the difference in value of any two contiguous 
classes. These results are, in my opinion, very creditable to Lieute- 
nants Anderson and Francis under whose superintendence the opera- 
tions were executed. 


98. The accompanying diagram affords similar information 
regarding the cultivation and collections of Misrikota to those al- 
ready given for Kod and Dhérwir.The full assessment is only 
given for particular years in which it has been shewn in the reve- 
nue accounts. In the other years the Jamdbandi settlement, 7. e., 
the revenue set apart for collection after deducting remissions alone 
appears. The information afforded by the diagram as to the pro- 
portion of the collections due on account of rice and dry-crop land 
is to be received as an approximation only to the truth, as both 
descriptions of land are to be found in many fields, and in these 
cases the entire assessment of the field is entered under the head 
of rice or dry-crop according as one or other of these kinds of eul- 
ture happens to be the more important. 


99. The results presented by this diagram differ in some re- 
markable respects from those of other districts; cultivation from 
the introduction of the former survey 23 years ago up to the pre- 
sent time has fluctuated very little, but at the same time has been 
steadily though slowly extending. This extension itis true would 
appear to be chiefly limited to the dry-crop land and the rice culti- 
vation for several years past seems to have remained stationary ; 
but I have not much confidence in the correctness of the accounts 
in distinguishing the two kinds of culture, and my. belief is that 
both have partaken of the improvement above noticed. The 
difference between the full demand indicated by the summits of the 
columns shaded with Indian ink, and the collections indicated by the 
red columns, that is to say, the amount of remissions given at the 
annual settlements, is unusually small. The fluctuations in the reve- 
nue collected for the last nine years especially are likewise of li- 
mited extent. These facts all tend to shew that the past assessment 
of this district has been comparatively moderate, and though not 
sufficiently so to permit of any rapid extension of cultivation or 
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development of the agricultural resources of the district, which are 
very great, neither has it been so heavy as to interpose an absolute 
bar to progress, as in the case of most other parts of the Col- 
lectorate. 

Dry-Crop Lands. 

100. The area of Government dry-crop land in the 100 vil- 
lages of Misrikota is about 76,000 acres, of which only 14,500 acres 
are now cultivated at an average rate of 10 annas per acre, as de- 
duced from the collections of the last 5 years. In regard to climate 
all the villages of Misrikota receive too much rain for the dry-crop 
culture, and in this respect may be considered on a par with the 
greater part of the Tadas division and the western parts of Dhdr- 
war. In regard to markets they are less favourably situated than 
those of Dhérwdr, but possess about equal advantages with those 
of Tadas. I propose therefore to adopt rates equivalent to those 
of the latter district which will be found in the table given in my 
17th para., dividing however the villages into 4 classes as in the 
rainy section of Dhérwdr,.the maximum rate diminishing as the 
climate becomes more rainy and unfavourable for the dry-crop cul- 
ture. The number of villages and maximum rates proposed for 
each of the four-groups are the following :— 

















Groups. | No.| of Villages finest 
| in each, per Acre. 
! Rs, a. p. 
Ist 3 1 5 O 
Qnd 21 1 1 6 
3rd 57 014 0 
Ath 49 010 O 





101. 


The assessment that may be expected to result from 


the adoption of those rates is compared with the collections of the 


last 5 years in the subjoined table :— 














Groves, LA8sT 5 YEARS. Present SURVEY. 

Total area| Cultivated] Realized | Average | Total area| Total as- | Average 
2 of dry- |areaof dry-jassessment/ rate of as-| ofdry- | sessment | of assess- 
No. Villages crop land | crop land | of cultiva-] sessment | crop land of dry-crop| ment per 

in acres, | in acres. tion. per acre, } in acres, land. acre, 
Rs, (Rs. a p Rs. |Rs. a pp. 
Ist 8 8,644 944 954 o 2 3,600 2,995; 0138 0 
2nd 21 17,109 6,847 5,953 12 0 17,000 9,562} 0 9 0 
8rd 27 18,650 4,011 2.3211 0 9 0 16,000 6,500 | 0 6 6 
4th 49 45,594 1,990 732) 0 6 2 40,000 11,250} 0 4 6 
4| 100] 84,997 | 13,792] 9,060; 010 6] 76,600| 30,237| 0 6 4 


AVERAGES FROM RevENvE ACCOUNTS OF 





EstTIMATED RESULTS OF 
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102. The rates proposed will not in reality effect a reduction 
to the extent indicated by this table, as the limited area now under 
tillage is composed of soils superior to the average quality of the 
land of the district, which is indicated by the survey rates shewn 
in the last column of the statement on the land actually under till- 
age ; the reduction effected by the new rates will be slight. The 
less extent of the total dry-crop acres according to the present 
ayy is owing to tracts of land covered with dense jungle, and 
not admitting at present of being divided into fields and classified 
and assessed in the ordinary way, being entered in the survey ac- 
counts as unarable or unassessed, which at the former survey 
were included in the arable waste. The present method of enter- 
ing these jungle lands as unarable has becn adopted from con- 
sideration of convenience, but they may be distinguished in the sur- 
vey accounts from ordinary rocky waste incapable under any cir- 
cumstances of oration, by the designation of “Forest land,” or some 
term of similar import. This course has been suggested by 
Government in Mr. Secretary Lumsden’s letter of 22nd September 
last, No. 5593, in reference to one of the Rules for the Administra- 
tion of the Survey Settlements proposed by the Supcrintendents 
of Survey in their Joint Report of 2nd August 1847, and will 
therefore probably be disposed of in the further discussion of the 
rules in question. 


Rice Lands, 


1038, These are of considerable extent in Misrikota, amount- 
ing to 15,000 acres, of which rather more than a half or about 8,000 
acres are now cultivated. The rainy climate of the greater part 
of Misrikota makes it particularly suited for the rice cultivation 
which might be greatly extended, and I hope will be under the 
operation of the new assessment. The difference in the quantity 
of rain falling in different parts of the district noticed in the 8rd 
and following paragraphs of V.ieutenant Anderson’s report, has 
been duly conser in classing the supply of water to the differ- 
ent fields, and there docs not seem to me any occasion for making 
any alterations in the rates of assessment on account of markets, as 
tho greater distanco of the westcrn and southern villages of the 
district from the large marts of Hubli and Dhdrwéar, 1s made up 
to the cultivators, thereby having the large bdzdrs of Kalghatgi 
and Bomigatti within a very short distance of their own doors, and 
owing to this, prices are very much equalized throughout the « 
I beg to propose for the rice and sugar-cane lands of Misrikota a 
maximum rate of 6 rupees per acre, which as explained in my 
86th para. is cquivalent to the rates already sanctioned for the 
adjoining villages of Tadas. This maximum will yield an average 
rate of Rs. 2-1-0 per acre according to my estimate, which 
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is 9 annas less than the average derived from the collections of the 
last five years, as shewn in the subjoined statement :— 

























AVERAGE EROM AccoUNTs oF Last 5 YEARS. ESTIMATED RESULTS OF PRESENT SURVEY, 

Totalarea | Cultivated | Realized as-|Average ratefTotal area of] Total assess- |Average rate 

of rice land | rice land, | sessment on |of assessment] rice land ment of {of asseagment 
in acres. acres, cultivation, | per acre. in acres, rice land. per acre, 


| i ee | J FS 


Res. Rs, 
21,958 






Rs. a p. 
211 0 


Rs, a ps 
2 1 °0 









14,603 





15,500 





104. In this case again, on taking into account that the pre- 
sent cultivation includes most of the superior rice land, it will be 
found that the new rates effect a comparatively small reduction of 
the existing assessment; but it has already been brought to 
notice that a great reduction is not called for in the case of this 
district, which has decidedly though slowly improved during the 
past years of our management.. The reduction proposed will I 
think suffice to secure a much more rapid rate of progress here- 
after, and place the district as far as I can judge on an equality in 
regard to assessment with other parts of the Collectorate. 


Garden Lands. 


105. There is, I believe, no Government land of this descrip- 
tion in Misrikota; but should any be found in the villages remain- 
ing to be classified or amongst the alienated Jands, I propose to 
assess it at the ordinary standard adopted for the Collectorate in 
general, of which the maximum rates for tank gardens are 15 
rupees and for well gardens Rs. 5 an acre. 


Lands covered with Jungle. 


106. Both in this district and in Dhdrwdr large tracts of 
this description in particular villages have been merely measured 
and their external boundaries marked off, without being divided 
into fields of the ordinary size, which indeed could hardly have 
been done, and even if accomplished, would have been of no use, as 
there is already in such villages much more land apportioned into 
fields than suffices for the wants of the inhabitants. No assessment 
is proposed to be fixed upon these jungle tracts. Ihave suggested 
in a 8, rate correspondence, through the channel of the Military 
Board,: that a portion of them or other convenient waste should be 
set apart as public forest land, for the growth of timber and ma- 
naged under special instructions distinct from the ordinary admin- 
istration of the survey settlements. The wreckless manner in 
which the timber of these jungles is now being destroyed is 

B370—17 
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described in the 24th para.of the annexed report by Lieutenant 
Anderson. For the remainder, the plan of management mentioned 
in Rule 13 of the Joint Report of 2nd August 1847, already quoted, 
would be applicable, viz., “that in event of portions of such fields 
being brought under cultivation, rates of assessment should be 
fixed by the Mamlatddr upon the acres under tillage, equivalent 
to those of similar soils in the same village.” I am of opinion that 
cultivation should not be allowed to extend to these tracts until 
the waste divided into fields and assessed has been brought under 
tillage. Tillthen, the natural products of the land in question 
might be sold on behalf of Government, as in the case of ordinary 
waste subject to assessment. 

107. The direct levies made by the hereditary officers will 
be treated as usual. They have been estimated at Rs, 2,297. 
The same course will be followed in the case of the sheep-tax, &c. 

108. The following statement 1s similar to those already given 
for Kod and Dhérwar, and exhibits the usual financial comparison 
of the proposed survey rental of Government land with the aver- 
age collections on all accounts from the same source during the last 
23 and last 5 years :—~ 
































COLLECTIONS ON ACCOUNT OF. Total Col-| Estimated 
= ij es lections on/Survey As-| Excess of 
account ofjsessment ofSurvey Assess~ 
Grol Hake of Goren pda ment over 
: Cultivat-| 27 2 OF (ment Land,jmentLand,!Collections of 
Periods. ed land, A siti avait Cultivated/Cultivated |past Revenue. 
8 re cers. fond Waste.and Waste. 
Rs. Rs, Rs, Rs. Res. Ra. aver 
Average of last 28 years J 30,243 504 2,297 33,044 62,006 |28,956] 874 
Average of last 5 years...J 31,060 1,748 2,297 35,105 62,000 |26,895 764 











109. The new settlement is thus seen to permit of a large in- 
crease of revenue beyond the average of past collections, while the 
immediate sacrifice to be anticipated from its introduction will be 
comparatively small and not exceed 20 per cent, 


110. The alienated lands of the Government villages of 
Misrikota are the following :— 




















Collections on 
Tenure. Acres, account of 
Quit-rent. 
Judi 16,208 14,253 
Sarwa Iném 5,110 15 
Mahél Judi te 15,675 
Service Inim .., Fr) ee) 0 2 
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111. The Judi quit-rent will be reduced when in excess of 
the survey assessment by the operation of the new settlement ac- 
cording to the method already explained in my 55th and 92nd 
paras. in reference to the Kod and Dhirwér Télukas. 


112, Lieutenant Anderson’s report contains some important 
suggestions in reference to Misrikota but also bearing on the 
general interests of the Collectorate. He points out the great in- 
convenience to trade occasioned by the intervention of the Madras 
territory, between Kalghatgi and Goa, by which owing to the dif. 
ferent duties levied on salt in the former, the whole trade in this 
article instead of coming by the direct route of the Diggi Ghat 
from Goa is diverted to the Tilwalli Ghat which entails an addi- 
tional six or seven days’ journey on the traders. And this is not 
merely the case with the small quantity of salt required for the 
supply of the Misrikota district itself, but equally applies to most 
parts of this Collectorate, for which the Diggi Ghat offers the 
most direct communication with Goa. Lieutenant Anderson esti- 
mates the loss thus occasioned to the-community at one anna per 
maund in the price of salt. The trade. of Goa with the interior 
must be nearly limited to the Bombay Presidency, and the incon- 
venience to this trade arising from the narrow strip of the Madras 
Presidency running up between this Collectorate and the former 
State is one strong argument among many others that might be 
brought forward in favor of transferring to the Bombay Presi- 
dency the tract in question, which is I believe mostly comprised in 
the small district of Haliydl now attached to the Madras Collec- 
torate of Kdnara, 


113. Lieutenant Anderson also recommends the improvement 
of the present very indifferent route from Kalghatgi down the 
valley of the Black River to the port of Saddshivgad which in point 
of distance is much nearcr to the northern districts of this Collec- 
torate than the port of Kumta. It would no doubt be very de- 
sirable to open out as many roads to the coast as possible ; but the 
question of expense requires to be taken into consideration, and 
when once the high roads to Kumta and to the coast by the Phondd- 
ghat now in course of construction are completed and made _prac- 
ticable for carts with cross roads to lead into these trunk lines where 
necessary, there will I think be no very serious inconvenience ex- 
perienced anywhere in the Southern Mardtha Country from the 
difficulty of transporting produce to the coast. Nevertheless, the 
proposed road would be of great benefit to the country, and if 
capable of construction at a small expense, might fully repay the 
outlay. 


114, In his 25th para. Lieutenant Anderson describes the 
ravages committed by herds of wild elephants of late years in the 
Misrikota Mahal, and some steps are urgently required with the 
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view of preventing these for the future. I think that a reward of 
from 50 to 100 rupees should be offered for the destruction of each 
elephant according to the size and sex of the animal, and means 
be adopted for giving this publicity in K4nara and Mysore with the 
view of inducing the elephant-hunters there to follow up the herds 
in their annual visits to this Collectorate. 


115. The present kacheri of the Mahdlkari at Misrikota is 
most inconveniently situated in one corner of his district, and its 
removal to a more centrical position is urgently required ; but the 
suggestions I have to offer in regard to this and other points con- 
nected with an improved territorial allotment of districts, I propose, 
as intimated in the concluding paragraph of my last assessment re- 
port, to make the subject of a distinct. communication. 


116. In concluding the present report, I would solicit an 
early sanction to the proposed rates of assessment to enable me to 
complete the introduction of the new settlements in the course of 
the present season, which is absolutely necessary to prevent the 
survey operations being thrown into-irretrievable confusion; for 
the labor connected with these settlements devolves entirely upon 
me, owing to my Assistants being fully engaged in superintending 
the field operations, and now that the progress of the survey re- 
quires two or three districts to be settled annually, it would be 
wholly beyond my power to overtake again this section of the 
work, were it once allowed to fall into arrear. 


117. Ishall be prepared to furnish copies of this report for 
your and Revenue Commissioner’s records, and have to request 
therefore that the original may be forwarded to Government, 
which will save time and obviate the risk of mistakes in copying 
the diagrams and figured statements which it contains. 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 
(Signed) G. WINGATE, 


Superintendent, Revenue Survey and Assessment, 
Southern Mardtha Country 


STATEMENT. 
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Statement showing the Area of Government land in Cultivation, and Details of 

















Number 

Yuara. of 

Villages, 
1 2 
1820-21 ... wf 245 
1821-22 .,. ore ” 
1822-238... 00} gy 
1823-24... gg 
1924-25 00] 
1825-26 .., sa ” 
1826-27 ... si ” 
1827-28 .., ve ” 
1828-29 ... Fis ” 
1829-30 ... aes ” 
1830-31... re " 
1831-32 .., 16 ” 
1832-33 ... a _ 
1933-34 .., te ” 
1834-35 2. logs 
1835-36 .., tes is 
1836-37 .., eae ” 
1837-38 .., aes ” 
1838-39 .., bud ” 
1839-40 ... or ” 
1840-41 .., ais ” 
1841-42... tee ” 
1842-43... ae ” 
1843-44 .., ove ” 
1844.45 .., Sue ” 
1845-46... -_ ” 
1846-47 .., ae ” 
1847-48 ... ved ” 


Gencral Average 


Average of 5 years from 
1843-44 to 1847-48 





Acres. 


48,024 
54,34) 
56,741 
56,489 
53,601 
51,918 
49,184 
49,443 
53,088 
58,254 
53,374 
54,397 
54,175 
55,601 
55,453 
63,539 
55,879 
53,160 
44,419 
39,587 
37,363 
38,187 
37,873 


50,612 


30,485 





Deduct 
Aesessment | Remiasions 
Rupees. Rupees. 
4 5 

98,615 5,790 
91,187 | 13,675 
86,573 } 8, 317 
79,267 29,487 
81,699 19,894 
111,344} 84,362 
1,11,344 | 20,074 
95,383 25,961 
91,205"| 52,526 
93, 995 24,723 
97,13) 24,710 
89,161 6,247 
1,18,711 8,269 
1,20,271 | 38,633 
99,643 26,581 
87,437 23,704 
82,988 29,745 
85,883 24,305 
85,269 24,138 
95,106 | 23,486 
88,244 | 25,695 














Collectorate for the 


GOVERNMENT LAND 





Remaining on 





























Dry-crop land. Rice land. 
Acres. Rupees. Acres, Rupees. 
6 7 8 9 

68,221 we 22,935 

61,283 eat 25,881 

59,461 te 26,410 

54,248 ues 25,458 

“3 53,217 ie 25, 065 
39,677 48,628 7,488 22, 271 
44,389 54,067 9,052 26, 889 
45,965 | 55,732 91853 | 29,473 
45,357 65,630 10,220 29,126 
42,917 45,876 9,771 23,991 
4) ,667 42,486 9,363 18,829 
39,882 | 31,164 8,402 13,603 
40,444 | 39,365 8,130 | 17,381 
44,045 48,448 8,197 22,360 
49,275 54,517 8,098 22,034 
45 336 44,745 7,251 19,081 
46,466 27 889 7,157 7, 301 
46,402 45, 999 6,992 17,821 
47,279 46,511 7,549 19,827 
46,929 | 54,507 7,741 | 22,784 
44,910 53,784 7,838 24,335 
46,121 54,226 8,984 25,405 
44,428 50,198 7,940 24,367 
36,533 43,279 7,153 23,015 
33,031 38,784 5,855 18,601 
31,007 32,117 5,634 15,647 
31,927 37,835 5,466 17,079 
31,633 37,581 5,539 17,108 
41,979 47,462 7,811 21,572 
32,806 37,917 5,929 18,290 





The ontries in Columns 3 


* 2 poe 


Fractiona of Acres and Ru 


os are omitted in this statement. 
12 correspond with the retary in the body of the report. 


From 1820-21 to 1824-25 the cultivation was not recorded in Aores. 
The total assessment and Remivsions are not shewn in the village ‘accounte prior to 1828-29, 
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Land Revenue from all sources for 245 Villages of the Kod Téluka of the Dhdrwér 
last twenty-eight years. 


































































IN Cuutivation, GOVERNMENT Waste LanD. Ner REVENUE PROM ALIENATED LAND.| 
be net rORioe 
‘o' 
account of, iene Gon land Revenue 
rnment land, froin all 
Grazing Total cultivated Barwa Total sources, or 
Garden land. farm and | Sale of | Receipts | and waste | Judi as- Iném Revenue sum of 
. Sheep-tax | fruit, &,, from orsum of | sessment,| Mahal from cols. 16 and 
——_——_——_—————] Total net, |+ Rupees. waste, | cole. 12and| kupeea, Judi, alienated } 19 Rupees, 
Rupees, | Bupees. Rupees, | 15, Rupees. Rupees, Ps 
Acres | Rupees, Peon: 
10 i 17 18 19 
6,791 6,948 59,013 
7,101 4,842 60,550 
6,950 3,488 | 68,975 
7,045 4,848 | 56,984 
= 7,018 3,061 54,667 
859 6,733 3,061 49,123 
900 7,755 4,898 57,733 
923 8,149 3,416 56,990 
912 8,169 3,416 56,352 
913 7,745 4,854 48 ,225 
908 6,941 3,017 39,754 
900 | 5,013 3,017 | 31,862 
869 5,109 4,500 40,101 
846 6,174 2,992 46,121 
881 6,335 2,992 47,541 
787 5,596 4,474 45,639 
774 3,489 2,992 29,805 
78) 6,452 2,992 45,806 
773 6,086 4,474 47,492 
783 6,423 2,992 52,287 
791 6,842 2,992 52,667 
774 7011 4,547 54,598 
792 7,071 2,144 51,797 
733 6,768 3,063 49,690 
701 6,358 4,548 45,460 
722 5,479 2,988 40,117 
794. 6,664 3,063 41,673 
801 6,442 4,555 43,059 
822 6,525 3,774 48,718 1,27,899 
750 | 6,342 | 62,549{ 7,332! 259 | 7,591 3,643 | 43,999 | 1,14,140 





5. Column 20 does not contain the amounts actually collected, but those set apart for collection, though the difference between 
tho two is so inconsiderable that we may safely reason on the {supposition of the amounts here shewn having been actually 


U d. 
a Accouifanimoné to Superintendent's report dated 2lat December 1848, No. 235. 


(Signed) G. WINGATE, 
Superintendent, Revenue Survey & Assessment, 


8. M,C, 
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Statement showing the Area of Government Land in Cultivation and Details of 
Collectorate for the 





GovERNMENT LAND 








Remaining on 

















¥ surabey 
MARB. O71 
Villages. Aseesament, Soe Dry-crop land. Rice land. 
Acros, Tupoes. oe s ; 
Acres. Rupees. Acros, Rupees. 
1 2 3 4 fi 6 8 9 

1820-21 ... ve) 131 ae oie tae ate say 13,217 
1821-22... ws ” Ss vie ot Tc iv 13,474 
1822-24 ... on 7 tes a ae sa or 15,601 
1823-24 .,, eee a sea ere = ate iis 11,802 
1924-25 ... pi 19 te 1,45)976 |). 57,558 ies ae 13,069 
1825-26 .., aoe ” 62,140 1,47,737 56,321 68,036 3,804 14,579 
1826-27 ... aoe ” 62,647 1,48,366 48,942 58,424 3,921 14,508 
1827-28 ... iss 3 61,896 1,46,112 40,200 57,730 8,875 15,074 
1828-29 ... a 7 58,002 1,38,342 | 39,532 54,041 3,694 15,258 
1829-30 .., cs + 53,202 1,29,024 | 34,830 49,385 3,550 11,663 
1830-31... aT ” 50,977 1,24, 681 39,157 47,305 3,407 12,201 
1831-32 .,. wee ” 61,574 1, 25,099 31,853 48,114 3,200 10,784 
1982-33... a ie 48,051 1,14,880 | 62,470 44,862 2,933 8,165 
1833-34 ... Ay a 53,642 1,28,611 69,977 50,395 2,982 9,631 
1834-35... sie “ 56,835 1,28, 985 29,357 52,417 3,145 10,812 
1835-36 .., ai F 66,139 1,21,897 40,116 52,802 3, 109 8,979 
1826-37... on ” 57,016 1,20,451 43,712 54,016 2,747 5,828 
1837-38... nts ee 62,337 1,27,539° | 28,632 59,221 2,818 8,430 
1838-39... Aas io 56,558 1,10,317 | 45,804 52,619 2,639 5,985 
1889-40 ... ot * 61,888 1,21,530 19,531 58,918 2,639 9,233 
1840-41 .., Sek as 61,736 1,22,443 17,653 58,596 2,814 9,828 
3841-42 .., vee * 62,469 1,22,732 | 24,067 59,237 2,916 10,033 
1842-43... oe ” 58,665 1,15,149 | 23,077 65,391 2,985 10,671 
1843-44. ese ” 53,961 1,03,395 17,008 50,704 3,018 11,072 
1844-45... was ” 50,390 99,916 13,465 47,078 3,037 11,485 
1845-46... eos 51,158 99,726 9,730 48,004 2,874 11,243 
1846-47... ove ie 59,434 1, 18,575 7,610 56,116 3,007 12,173 
1847-48... aes ”" 64,309 1,30, 182 10,699 60,643 3,343 12,638 
General Average ... «| 67,089 1,23,725 | 31,867 53,654 3,150 11,337 





Average of 5 years from 


a fe fl 








1842 to 1845 and 1846 ..,..| 55,329 1,08,184 | 17,470 52,083 77,591 2,966 10,901 





% cons pe 


Fractions of Acres and Rupees are omitted in this statement. 

The entries in Columns 9 to 12 correspond with the diagram in the body of the report, 
From 1820-21 to 1824-25 the cultivation was not recorded in Acres, 

The total Assesament and Remisgsions are not shown in the village accounts prior to 1824-25, 
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Land Revenue from all sources for 181 Villages of the Dhérwdx Taluka of the Dharwar 


last twenty-eight years. 

















tn CULTIVATION, GOVERNMENT Waste LAnp. 














































































































Nat REVENUE FROM ALIENATRD LAND, 






























































Total net 
Revenne Total net 
account of from Gov- land revenue 
ruitiented Sarw guna oF 
2 Grazing Total | CU ; & Total ines, 
Garden land, farm and Ny pagel Receipts pti 4 Priel Sai Revenue Cig 
Sheep-ax [yo | {0M FT cotwmns 12] “ment, (and Mahal !"0m allena-1 18 and 19, 
Total net, Rupees. Re mets, and 15, Rupees, | Judi, ted land, Rupees. 
Rupees, | Hupees pees. Fines. Rupees, | Rupees. 
Acros. Rupees, 
10 1 12 
1,111 | 1,11,084 1,12,644 | 34,696 | 26,405 6) ,101 
1,238 | 1,211,574 1,13,981 | 34,463 | 27,376 61,839 
2,075 | 1,19,111 1,21,272 | 34,3871 | 23,358 | 57,729 
1,910 94,694) 96,646 | 30,778 ) 23,277 54,035 
ge 2,138 88,418} 89,448 | 31,672 | 23,509 55,181 
300 2,146 92,396 94,092 | 30,725 | 23,289 fA, 014 
302 2,264 99,424 1,01,526 | 32,047 | 232,301 64,348 
29or 2,278 | 1,05,912 1,07,747 | 31,445 | 23,465 | 54,910 
287 2,232 98,81 1,00,939 | 30,369 | 23,356 53,725 
267 2,162 94,194 $6,302 | 29,013 | 23,158 52,166 
265 2,099 85,524) 88,130 | 28,583 | 27.3387 ] 65,920 
260 1,920 93,246 95,658 | 29,326 | 26,789 | 56,115 
256 1,378 62,45 65,014 | 25,145 | 24,448 49,593 
265 1,860 68,634 71,450 | 26,983 | 25,679 52,862 
273 1,946 99,628 1,602,022 | 30,008 | 26,725 | 56,733 
258 1,834 81,781 84,358 | 30,347 | 25,969 | 56,316 
253 1,528 76,73 79,354 | 26,724 | 27,075 53,799 : 
298 2,200 98,707) 1,013,647 | 29,698 | 26,479 | 56,177 157,834 
300 2,000 64,513 67,210 | 25,335 | 26,245 | 51,580 , 18,790 
331 2,395 | 1,01,99 1,05,609 | 28,295 | 26,245 54,540 60, 149 
326 2,895 | 1,04,79 1,07,985 | 28,589 | 26,545 55,134 ,63,119 
316 2,689 98,665{ 2,970 324 3,294 } 1,01,959 | 23,870 | 26,128 | 54,998 156,957 
290 2,399 92,072} 3,581 260 3,841 95,913 | 28,672 |} 26,030 54,702 »50,615 
239 1,832 86,387] 4,311 350 4,661 91,048 | 28,375 | 26,201 54,636 45, 684 
275 2,091 86,45 5,208 107 4,315 91,766 | 27,541 | 35,672 53,213 44,979 
230 2,098 89,996] 6,517 424 6,941 96,937 | 28,012 | 25,246 53,258 50,195 
31l 2,371 | 3,10,965; 5,810 383 6,193 1,17,158 | 28,642 | 25,818 54,460 71,618 
323 2,444 {1,19,483) 5,655 75 5,730 325,213 | 28,714 | 25,598 | 54,312 79, 525 
285 2,055 94, 2,737 3i4 97,251 | 29,552 | 25,392 | 54,843 1,52,195 
2,222 90,71 294 5,768 1,49,686 











4 


(Signed) 


5. Column 20 does not contain the amounts actually collected, but those set apart for collection, though the difference between 
the two is so inconaiderable that wé may safely reason on the supposition of the amounts here shown having been actually realized, 
Accompaniment to Superintendent's report, dated 21st December 1445, No, 285. 


G. WINGATE, 


Superintendent, Revenue Survey and Assessment, 


8 370—18 


Southern Maratha Country, 





Statement showing the Arca of. 
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Government Land in Cultivation, and Details of Land 
of the Hubli Taluka of the Dharwar 








Number 
Yaans. of 

Villages. 
1 2 
1820-21... Std 100 
1821-22 0.0 fog 
3822-23 ... ea re 
1823-24. logs 
1824-25 2. tg, 
1825-26... : + 
1826-27. logy 
1827-28... logs 
1828-29 ,,. oes ‘3 
1829-30 ... one ” 
1830-31... 00. - 
1831-32... long 
1882-33... doy 
1833-34 .., ee ” 
1834-35... Se » 
1835-36... on ” 
1836-37 ... sas ” 
1887-38 ... aa i 
1838-39... logy 
1839-40 ... ws ” 
1840-41 0. 0} oy 
184)-42 .., ars ”» 
1842-43 0... 4, 
1843-44 0. tay 
1844-45 .., av os 
1845-46... lg 
1846-47 2.00. is 
1847-48 2. Lg, 


General Average 


Average of 5 years from 
1843-44 to 1847-48 





Acres. 


15,519 
16,973 
17,128 
18,399 
18,183 
18,383 
17,277 
17,044 
17,439 
20,305 
17,758 
18,497 
29) 165 
19,450 
18/498 
20/233 
21/960 
21/639 
21,896 
20,218 
21,299 
22° 163 
22'510 


19,254 


21,603 





Agsesament, 
Rupees. 


32,234 
38,531 
41,25] 
44/208 
36772 


35,675 
34,087 


34,520 
33,881 


34,153 
32,640 


35,348 
34,710 
35,228 
32164 
32,335 
33,268 
42,417 


35,579 


35,082 





Dednet 
Remiasions, 
Rupees. 


1,619 
2,312 
1,862 

480 
4,322 
3,996 
9,450 


4,522 


4,022 





Dry-crop land, 





Acres. Rupees. 
6 7 
7,620 
6,699 
8,077 
8,395 
8 9,909 
8,541 7,840 
8,722 8,497 
8,602 7,615 
8,971 7,883 
8,748 6,647 
8,980 6,986 
8,680 6,451 
8,734 6,774 
9,201 8,383 
11,583 10,760 
10,624. 9,145 
11,545 7,429 
12,993 10,618 
12,742 8,238 
12,648 11,082 
13,227 11,248 
14,233 10,248 
13,955 9,499 
14,162 9,853 
12,756 8,697 
13,692 9,434 
14,548 8,840 
14,561 9,667 
11,411 8,662 
13,944 9,298 


GovVEBNMENT LAND 





Remaining on 














Rice land. 
Acres. Rupees. 
8 9 
dae 24,040 
Sad 31,791 
tae 31,699 
wee 22,057 
et 27,353 
6,978 25 486 
8,251 25,410 
8,251 23,582 
9,428 25, 994 
9,435 19,868 
9,403 22,260 
8,597 19,276 
8,310 17,851 
8,238 22,118 
8,722 24,821 
7,132 38,323 
6,952 6,691 
7,172 14,394 
6,708 10,853 
5,850 17,098 
6,996 18,624 
7,727 23,487 
7,684 22,899 
7,734 23,513 
7,459 22,987 
7,537 18,579 
7,615 20 432 
7,949 23,300 
7,843 21,581 
7,559 21,762 





1. Fractions of Acres and Rupees are omitted in thie statement. 
2. The entvice jn Columns 8 to 10 correspond with the diegram in the body of the report. 
8. From 1820-21 to 1824-25 the cultivation was not recorded tn Acres. : 
4. The village accounts do not shew the total Assessment and Remissiona for the years in which these entries are omitted in 


Columns 4 and 5. 
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Revenue from all sources for 100 Villages of the Misrikota Mahdlkari's Division 
Collectorate for the last twenty-eight years. 








OUCULTE 
VATION, 





GoveRNaENT Waste LANp. _ Net REVENUR FROM ALIENATED LAND. 


Total net 

Revenues from 

Government 
land cultivated 

Grazin Total and waste, or 
farm am Asis of Revenue ptm of Columns 
sheep-tax ay “trees | trom waate, 12 und 13, 

net, Rupees. Mpoes. Rupees. Rupees. 


account of, Total net land 


revenue frou 
al] sources, or 
















Sarwa Inam 
Judi Patti and Total Revenue 


L 
Assessment, from alienated) 
Rupees. ea oA ne land, Rupees. Rupeas. 










18 








44,163 
53,986 
55,485 
45,608 
52,245 
50,551 
50, 484 
46,056 
48,717 
39,869 
43,777 
39,163 
37,193 
44,987 
51,269 
42,603 
24,369 
39,360 
31,170 
42,771 
44,690 
64,813 
63,807 
65,110 
64,177 
59,698 
60,854 
64,799 

















48,989: 


J fj — ee 








174 1,748 32,808 | 14,463 | 15,655 62,926 


5. Column 18 does not contain the amounts actually collected, but those set apart for collection though the difference between 


boar ia so inconsiderable that we may safely reason on the supposition of the amounts here shown having been actually 
realized. 


Accompaniment to Superintendent's report, dated 2ist December 1848, No, 235. 


(Signed) G. WINGATE, 
Superintendent, Revenue Survey and Assessment, 
Southern Maratha Country. 
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No. 53 of 1849. 


From 
W. W. BELL, Esquirez, 
Collector of Dhdrwar ; 
To 
E. H. TOWNSEND, Esquire, 


Revenue Commissioner, 8. D. 


Dhirwdr District Collector’s Office, 
Camp Gadag, 11th January 1849. 
Sir, 

I have the honour to transmit a report No. 235, dated the 
21st ultimo, by Captain Wingate, Superintendent of the Revenue 
Survey, proposing rates of assessment for the tdlukas of Kod and 
Dharwar and the Mahilkaris’ Division of Misrikota in the Taluka 
of Hubli, which alone remain. to complete the survey and assess- 
ment of this Collectorate, exclusive of the district of Mulgund 
which lapsed to Government on the demise on the 8th June last, 
of Parashram Ganpat Rao Bhéu Saheb Patvardhan. 


2. I will not occupy your time or that of Government by 
recapitulating the subject of Captain Wingate’s remarks on the 
past and present condition of the territory for which revised rates 
are now proposed, or by offering any observations with respect to 
the various considerations which have guided him in adjusting the 
proposed rates. It will suffice to state that the description of the 
dresent condition of the districts under consideration is, as far as I 
can judge, in all respects most correct, and that I have personally 
conferred with Captain Wingate on the subject of the proposed 
assessment, and am satisfied that it is just and equitable. 

3. The financial results of the proposed assessment are as 
follows. 


In the Kod Téluka the maximum revenue capable of being 
realized under the new assessment exceeds the average collections 
since the district came into British possession by Rs. 83,818 and 
the average collections of the last 5 years by Rs. 92,860. There 
is then an almost boundless field for the realization of the expecta- 
tion which may justly be founded on the adoption of the pro- 
posed wise and liberal measure. I have lately visited this and the 
neighbouring tdlukas and my observation of the character and 
condition of*the rayats lead me to concur in the conviction contain- 
ed in the 53rd para. of Captain Wingate’s report, that the 
deficiency below the present revenue which will be created by the 
introduction of the proposed assessment will be supplied in a very 
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few years. And there is every ground to expect that the stimulus 

given to the energies of the people will not cease at that point, 

but that there will be a steady and gradual increase of cultivation 

- the extensive waste plains of this fine but suffering neglected 
istrict, 


4. In the Dhdrwdr Télukas where the extent of land under 
cultivation bears a much greater proportion to the whole area of 
the district than in Kod, the prospective increase of revenue from 
the proposed assessment is made less, The maximum revenue 
under the survey rates exceeds the average collections of the 
whole period of our administration by Rs. 24,557 and the average 
of five years antecederit to 1846-47 (since when the prospect of 
the survey has created an extraordinary increase of cultivation) by 
Rs. 26,283. This comparison, as stated by Captain Wingate in his 
90th para., is sufficiently promosing in a financial point of view, 
and from the fact that last year in the prospect of the introduction 
of the survey the revenue of this district (as will be seen from the 
diagram) was higher than it has ever been under our management, 
there is reason to hope that the inerease of revenue under the new 
rates will be rapid and permanent. 


5. The maximum revenue under the assessment proposed 
for the Misrikota Mahé] exceeds the average collections since an 
acquisition of the territory by Rs, 28,956, and the average of 
the last 5 years by Rs, 26,895, which is, I submit, sufficiently en- 
couraging as respects the financial prospects arising from the pro- 
posed rates. 


6. From the 8th to the 11th paras. Captain Wingate has 
described a stupendous effort made in the time of the Annagundi 
State to construct a lake by damming up a stream called the 
Kumadwatti in the Kod Taluka, he considers the work to have 
failed from a defect in the construction and believes it to be still 
feasible, though he questions the advantage of making the attempt 
to restore it. Captain Wingate has however alluded to another 
project for making the same stream available for irrigation in his 
11th para., which I would strongly recommend to your atten- 
tion and that of Government. I am aware that at the present 
time an unusual financial pressure deters the Government from 
sanctioning any expensive undertakings, but with the utmost de- 
ference I would observe that it is to projects of the kind now 
under consideration which are calculated to increase our resources 
that we should look for a permanent relief from financial 
difficulties. 


7. Should the Right Honourable the Governor be disposed to 
entertain a proposition for carrying into execution Captain Win- 
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yate’s project, I would respectfully suggest that a competent 
Engineer Officer be specially deputed to make the detailed sur- 
veys and prepare a plan and estimate, as the Executive Engineer 
of this Division has already ample employment. 


8. The next subject calling for remark from me is that of 
the restoration and improvement of the tanks in the Kod Téluka 
discussed in paragraphs 57 to 64. I have to express my entire 
concurrence in all that Captain Wingate has urged on this topic, 
and to observe that his arguments apply to the tanks in all the 
districts of my Collectorate. 


9, Ofthe importance of the tanks in this Collectorate to 
the welfare of the people there cannot be a question, although 
it is necessary to visit the districts and to behold the luxuriant 
tops of valuable trees dependent upon the tanks in order fully to 
appreciate their value. In the case of the plantations in which are 
produced the cocoanut the betel-nut, the pan leaf, the plantain and 
other articles of luxury, there is little or no chance of failure from 
unfavorable circumstances of season, And therefore they provide 
a resource upon which the rayat’can always depend and on the 
strength of which he can enter with enterprize upon the culti- 
vation of more precarious crops, and bear up against failure ; these 
es tyke are In fact a never failing capital. And although the 

enefit derived from the supply of water, which has created and 
supports them, is directly Bead by the rayats, the State still 

articipates in it. The garden land rates are the ostensible profit 
of the State, but still greater and I may say inestimable ad- 
vantage accrues to it in possessing..a prosperous, contented and 
therefore peaceable population, 


10. It will not then I think be contested that the Govern- 
ment is called upon, as a matter both of policy and justice, to 
maintain these tanks in repair with the aid of such assistance 
from those who derive direct profit from them as they may be able 
to afford. Truly has Captain Wingate observed in his 57th para. 
that the expenditure necessary for the restoration of works of 
irrigation should be viewed partly as capital laid out in anticipation 
ofa future return, and partly as promotive of the welfare and 
prosperity of the community which may be considered the first 
duty of a Government. I would go further and say that any 
portion of the revenue which it may be necessary to expend to 
restore and maintain these works, should be viewed as a necessary 
deduction from the land-rent which the Government has no just 
title to appropriate. 


_11. Following Captain Wingate through the 58th and fol- 
lowing paragraphs, I have humbly to express my continued con- 
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currence in all that he has stated. The present system by which 
the sanction of Government is sought for every repair to these 
valuable but perishable works is utterly inadequate to secure the 
timely execution of necessary repairs. The history of the illus- 
trations quoted in support of his statement by Captain Wingate 
is as follows. 


12. The repair of the Tilwalli Tank was sanctioned by Gov- 
ernment on the 21st May 1841, at an outlay of Rs. 360, In May 
1842, the Executive Engineer intimated to the Collector that the 
sum sanctioned was not sufficient probably from the effects of the 
monsoon which had followed the sanction, He at the same time 
forwarded an estimate for Rs. 3,552. The Collector conceived this 
sum too large, and begged the Engineer not to commence it. In 
May 1845 attention was again attracted to this work, and Mr. Mans- 
field referred to the Engineer, from whom he ascertained that no 
further steps had been taken; but this gentleman seems to have 
proceeded no further probably because he was relieved from the 
office of Acting Collector. Captain Wingate’s notice of the subject 
is the first intimation I have had that this work required atten- 
tion, and I shall put it in trace for obtaining the sanction of Govern- 
ment to such repairs as may now be necessary, and doubtless the 
necessary cost will be much greater than it was in 1842. 


18. In this case the system is, I am of opinion, in the first 
instance, less to be charged with blame than what appears to me 
the short-sighted policy of the Collector, who has deferred from 
recommending the work for sanction by the expense, and left it 
to go to ruin, As respects the revival of the subject by Mr. Mans- 
field it is probable that had he possessed authority to carry out 
the work on his own responsibility, it would have been dove, I 
have taken steps to prevent future oversights, by having a regular 
record kept of all works the repair of which may be reported 
necessary. So that on a change of Collectors, these works may 
not be lost sight of, 


14. As respects the tank at Chikkerur Captain Wingate 
has accordingly stated its history. In 
1835 Government sanctioned Rs. 1,004 
for the repair of this work. The next 
notice on the subject in my records is a letter from the Executive 
Engineer to the Collector, dated 15th June 1841, in which, after 
stating that he had been requested by the Collector in the October 
preceding not to begin the repairs until the latter officer had com- 
municated with the Mdmlatdér about Rs. 160 believed to have 
been already expended, he requested instructions. I find no reply 
to this letter, but on 17th September 1845, the Acting Collector 
again required an estimate from the Engincer for the repair of 


Government letter No. 733, 
dated 2nd April 1835. 
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this tank. It was then estimated on the 19th January 1846 to 
cost Rs. 6,000; therefore Mr. Frere, the Acting Collector, referred 
to his Assistant for some information, and was probably relieved 
from his office before he obtained it, for the next record on the 
subject is a letter to myself from the Executive Engineer on the 
ist August last, enquiring what I wished to be done in the matter. 
The Executive Engineer was requested by me to submit the plan 
and estimate for the approval of the Military Board. Here the 
evils of the system are apparent; a work estimated at first 
to cost Rs, 1,004, and which would doubtless at once have been 
repaired had it vesthed with the Collector to execute the repairs, 
is neglected and shuttlecocked from one officer to another till 
the sum required for the repairs had in 1846 reached Rs. 6,000. 


15. The remarks in the 60th para. of Captain Wingate’s 
report furnish, I am respectfully of opinion, a just exposition of 
a defect in the present system of administration of revenue 
business in this Presidency which urgently demands a remedy, 
for it affects not only the subject now under discussion but the 
general etliciency of the Revenue Department, by placing obstacles 
in the way of the expeditious despatch of business. I would 
most respectfully and deferentially submit, for the consideration 
of Government, whether the general superintendence which your 
own department was originally designed to exercise on Collectors, 
with the desirable object of preventing the exercise of that discre- 
tion in minor details, which is indispensable to the practical and 
efficient disposal of business. It appears to me a moral impos- 
sibility that any single individual can conduct a system of minute 
investigation into the detailed business of six departments, each 
having contro] over an extent of territory equal to a quarter of 
Great Britain and placed in the position of landlord of every inch 
of the soil. The attempt to conduct such a system involves an 
interrupted succession of references, which engage the time of the 
Collectors and their subordinate establishments at the sacrifice of 
that vigilant superintendence on the part of the former over the 
latter and that attention to the welfare of the population which 
constitute their chicf duty, and which cannot be neglected without 
incalculable injury to the interests both of Government and the 
public. It is far better, I submit, to permit the Executive Depart- 
ment to have free exercise of discretion under the necessary and 
salutary restrictions of Standing Orders and Regulations and the 
general superintendence of the intermediate department, than to 
impede its operations and circumscribe the sphere of its usefulness 
by subjecting it to a harassing minute supervision in the most 
trifling details of it. 


16. E will now return to the question of the repair of tanks. 
In a letter from Government, to you, No. 408, dated the 26th 
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February, on the subject of a representation made to Government by 
Dr. Gibson, of the ilapidated state of many tanks in the Hangal 
Téluka, the Honourable the Governor in Council suggested the 
practicability of effecting the repairs of village tanks by the instru- 
mentality of the Village and District Officers superintended by 
the Collector and his Assistants. Acting on this suggestion ] had 
with much labor a statement drawn out of the whole of the village 
tanks in the Hangal Taluka, showing the land now irrigated and that 
which was waste under each tank, together with the revenue as- 
sessed upon the irrigated and assessable upon the waste when the 
means of irrigation shall have been provided, also a rough estimate 
of the expense of repairs which are necessary. I forwarded this to 
you with my letter No. 2022, dated 29th November last; I stated 
at the same time that I could not place dependence upon the accu- 
racy of the sums estimated for the repairs, but proposed that Gov- 
ernment should place at my disposal the sum of Rs. 10,000 per 
acre for the gradual restoration and repair of the tanks in this 
Collectorate, and that I should account annually for its outlay. 
This statement has, however, been returned to me witha reference 
from yourself, in which information is required of a kind which 
shows that you have not entertained my proposition, but which 
leads me to think that you mtend to propose to Government the 
repair of these tanks or some of them on special sanction. It will 
take many weeks before [ can possibly collect the information 
which you require, and judging from the past, wore references may 
still accrue after [ have supplied it, so that there is no early pro-« 
spect of a plan being approved for placing the tanks in the Hangal 
4luka in repair. 


17. The objections which I have to urge to the presen} mode 
of obtaining sanctions for repairs of this nature through the Execu- 
tive Engineer, the Superintendent Engineer, the Military Board 
and yourself, are— 


Ist. Thedelay which necessarily occurs before sanction 
is obtained. The rainy season in this Collectorate begins 
in April and closes in November. The water in tanks 
seldom subsides sufficiently to admit of repairs without 
letting offthe water, and thus leaving the garden lands dry 
until January or February ; so that there remain but two 
or three months in which repairs can be made. Unless, 
therefore, the repair of a tank is commenced as soon as 
the necessity for it is apparent, the season passes away, the 
injury increases, and more outlay is required the next 
season in consequence of the effects of the monsoon. 


2nd. I object that the nature of these repairs, as stated 
in Captain Wingates 62nd para., is of the most simple kind. 
a 870—19 


146 


3rd. That: the work when performed by the Executive 
Engineer is generally superintended by a Surveyor who has 
little experience in such works, and the Executive Engineer, 
who has duties all over the Collectorate, can seldom person- 
ally visit the work while in progress, and has no interest in 
doing so when finished. ‘The execution, therefore, as I could 
point out in some instances which I have myself observed, 
is most defective, whereas when repairs are executed under 
the superintendence of myself and my assistants, the su- 
bordinate superintending officers who are acquainted with 
the nature of the work and generally are personally interest- 
ed in its being substantially and permanently performed, 
well know that it will be visited and inspected perhaps fre- 
quently in the course of its execution and after its perform- 
ance, and that they will be made personally responsible for 
any dishonesty which may come to light in the discharge of 
the duty committed to them. 

18. Under the circumstances and with these views I entirely 
advocate Captain Wingate’s recommendation that I should be per- 
mitted to expend a fixed sum annually in restoring and repairing 
tanks at my own diserction, annually accounting to Government 
for my proceedings and exhibiting these results. I can only add, 
and I would hope the assurance is unnecessary, that I will faithful- 
ly and zealously discharge the trust reposed in me, and that I 
should anticipate inestimable advantage from this measure. 


19. In the 65th para. Captain Wingate proposes the construc- 
tion of 2 branches of roads, one from the town of Hdveri in the 
Bankdpur Tdluka, and the other from Kod, both joining at Samas- 
gi on the Kanara frontier of the Hangal Taluka, and the line 
being carried on in communication with the authorities in Kdnara 
to the great road from Dharwar to the Port of Kumta. At pre- 
sent wheeled carriages are used toa very limited extent in the south- 
ern districts of this Collectorate, all merchandise being transported 
upon bullocks. Hitherto the want of a good road between Sirs) 
and Kumta has prevented the use of whecled conveyances for mer- 
chandize carried to that port, but now I understand that a good 
carriage road has been made between these places and there is no 
longer any obstacle to the exnployment of carts. The traffic on this 
line of road would be greatly promoted by opening a, good fair 
weather road on the branches pointed out by Captain Wingate, and 
materially facilitate the speedy trausport of cotton to Kumta. 


20. The direct distances are from Kod to Samdsgi about 30 
miles, and from Haveri to the same place about 25: thus the entire 
distance as the crow flies is about 55 miles; but this distance would 
necessarily be increased by unavoidable circuits to overcome diffi- 
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culties and obstructions, and probably the distanee which a road 
could traverse would be 65 miles. It is impossible to estimate, how- 
ever roughly, without careful inspection of the line, the probable 
expense requisite for constructing a good road passable in the fine 
season. It therefore remains for the consideration of Government 
whether to direct a survey of the line and the preparation of plans 
and estimates, or to permit me to open the line under the general 
superintendence of my assistant in charge of the district, authoriz- 
ing a present outlay of, say, Rs, 5,000. 

21. T will only briefly notice the remaining topics to whien 
allusion is made in the report now submitted. In the 112th para, 
the advantages which would arise by the annexation to this Col- 
lectorate of a narrow strip of territory, now subject to the Presidency 
of Madras, and which intervenes between the western limits of this 
Collectorate and the frontier of the Portuguese Settlement of Goa, 
are mentioned, The advantages referred to relate to the tax on 
the import of salt from Goa into these districts levied under the 
Madras Government, and teother considerations which Captain 
Wingate has not detailed. If the Right Honourable the Governor 
in Council should deem this subject worthy of consideration, it will 
Tam respectfully of opinion, be cxpendient that it should be more 
fully reported upon, especially as I have reason to believe that the 
Gollecte: of Mangalore, under whose administration the tract in 
question is at present placed, has objections to any change in the, 
present territorial arrangcment. 

22. The next subject noticed by Captain Wingate in the 
113th para. is the construction of a line of road from Kalghitgi 
a town in the south border ofthe Hubli Téluka, to Saddshivead, 
in order to open that port to the traffic of the northern districts of 
this Collectorate. However desirable it may be, and unquestion- 
ably is, to afford every facility for the transport to the various 
ports on the coast of the products of this fertile Province, I should 

refer that the communications which are now partially open with 

umta should be first completed by the construction of the branch- 
es of road referred to in the 19th paragraph of this letter. After 
we shall have succeeded in opening the communication thus between 
all these districts and the chief port on the coast, attention may 
profitably be turned towards improving the communication by 
opening roads to nearer ports, 


23. Captain Wingate next proposes in his 114th para. the 
offer of a reward of from 50 to 100 rupees for the destruction of 
elephants which within the Jast few years have annuilly visited the 
borders of the western districts of this Collectorate, and have 
created much damage to the crops, especially the rice. The in- 
habitants of these districts are not acquainted with the mode of 
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destroying these animals, and they are consequently permitted to 
ravage the fields with impunity. The offer ofa liberal reward would 
probably tempt parties, Who subsist by shooting elephants, to follow 
them into this Collectorate. I have therefore to second Captain 
Wingate’s proposition, and think the reward should be at least 
Rs. 100 per each full-grown elephant. 


24. The 115th para. refers to a change in the position of the 
Kacheri of the Mahdlkari of Misrikoté to one more centrical, and 
Captain Wingate promises to notice this matter in a distinct com- 
munication on the subject of the territorial allotment of districts 
in this Collectorate. 


25. In conclusion I beg to solicit your attention to Captain 
Wingate’s request that he may receive early sanction to the adop- 
tion of the rates of assessment proposed in the present report. 

J have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 
(Signed) W. W. BELL, 
Collector. 


No. 790 or 1849. 
E. H. TOWNSEND, Esquinzz, 


Revenue Commissioner, 8. D. 


W. COURTNEY, Esqvirz, 
Acting Secretary to Government, Bombay. 


From 


To 


Dhdrwér Districts, 
Revenue Commissioner's Camp, 
Dambal, 13th February 1849. 
Sir, 


T have the honor to transmit the correspondence quoted in 
Rene era eam the margin, containing Captain Wingate’s 
Mth January 1849, ’ proposals for assessing the télukas of Kod 
‘ aelie ee Sane, © M. and Dharwar and the Mahal of Misrikota in 
"Mr, Springer, 6th Auguss the Hubli Téluka. These districts complete 
ion each eal the Dhdrwiér Collectorate and when Gov- 
fe tember 1847. 4 7 s Sane peaar ae sanctioned the assessment 
jeutenant W.C. Andere detailed in the accompanying report, the 
ie Ee eee ne whole of this Zilla will eee Sbeor dine 
to the new rates. 
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2. The climate of the Kod Téluka and its past history under 
both the late and present Government, are fully described in the 
first twelve paras. of the Superintendent’s report; these details 
shew the district to be very impoverished, the population scanty, 
and a vast portion of land to be lying waste, This state of things 
is attributed by Captain Wingate partly to over taxation, partly 
to the cholera which has proved very destructive in this district. 
The cause of the severity of this last infliction is perhaps the filth 
state of the villages described in paras. 8 and 9 of Mr. Springer’s 
letter : this is a subject to which the Collector would, I submit, do 
well to turn his attention, as also to the state of the villages in 
the Misrikota Mahal described in para. 22 of Lieutenant Ander- 
son’s report. The subject is pressed on the attention of the local 
officers In the Government letter of 12th January last (No. 129.) 


3. The Superintendent next proceeds to explain the extent 
of the test imposed on measurement and 
Barnes te 1020: classification ;,the system explained in paras. 
16 to 19 of classifying rice lands appears particularly clear and 
systematic, and the entire results of the tests on measurement and 
clseification are highly satisfactory and so clearly set forth that 
I will not attempt a description of them, but Sn selael refer 
His Lordship in Council to the report itself for all these details, 


4. The diagram which is very neatly executed exhibits as 
in a map the history of the Government lands 
of the 245 villages which compose this tdéluka 
since 1820-21; dry cultivation, rice and garden cultivation, as 
well as the entire amount of all are represented in this diagram 
by different colours—a method which gives a much more accurate 
idea of the extent and value of the cultivation than in one in which 
the entire amount of cultivation merely is shewn without distine- 
tion of kinds. This diagram fully bears out the Superintendent’s 
remarks in the previous paras. of the report regarding the large 
quantity of arable waste in the Téluka ; Captain Wingate’s com- 
ments on this document in paras. 27 to 30 are well worthy of 
persual. 


Diagrams, para. 27. 


5. The Superintendent proceeds to consider the rates that 
should be imposed on lands capable of produc- 
ing dry-crops: he divides the villages of this 
téluka into 4 classes, and proposes for each a maximum dry-crop 
rate varying from Re. 1-6-0 per acre in the 

Para, 39. Ist class to Re. 0-12-6 in the 4th ; the reasons 

of these rates are assigned in the previous paras. of the report, and 
@ comparison with those introduced in 4 other Tdlukas of the Col- 


Dry-crops, para. 35, 
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lectorate are given. A comparison of the maximum rates with the 
average rate hitherto levied as shown in para. 
Para. 37. 33 of the report will afford some notion of the 
extent of relief that these rates will confer. The synopsis given 
in the 40th para, shows that during the past 5 years only 33,006 
acres out of 180,000 or less than } have been the average amount 
of cultivation ; that the realized assessment has averaged Rs. 38,538 
or Rs. 1-2-8 per acre, while the new dry-land Kamal rent, will be 
Re. 0-10-7 per acre, affording a revenue, when all the arable land 
is cultivated, of Rs. 1,19,030. 


6. The state of the rice cultivation is the next to which the 
; Superintendent refers ; he proposes to put all 
Rice lands, para. 42. the yice land villages in one class, and to fix 
(para. 44) an average rate of Rs. 2 per acre, the rates levied during 
the last 5 years having averaged more than Rs. 3 per acre. The 
Superintendent shows that this description of cultivation has 
decreased, owing to the ruin of many tanks, and that though the 
rice arable area Includes 20,000 acres,the average cultivation has 
not amounted to six thousand acres yearly. 


7. The state of garden cultivation here described is very 
ruinous;it is much to be hoped that the 
Garden lands, para. 46. ..oscement now fixed will restore it to pros-" 
perity. The flourishing state of the gardens in the adjoining dis- 
trict of Mysore, described in para. 4 of Lieut. Fanning’s report, 
shows that there is nothing in the climate or people to cause such 
a state of impoverishment : one great cause is doubtless the ruin 
of the tanks mentioned by Mr..Springer. The past average rates. 
on garden lands for 5 years have been Rs. 8-9-8 per acre, while 
the new average rates will be about Rs. 6-8-0 per acre, viz., Rs. 15 
per acre, the highest rate on land watered 
Para. 50. from tanks, and Rs. 5 per acre, the highest 

on that watered from wells. 


8. This settlement will include all other taxes (para. 51) 
mae which will accordingly henceforth cease, as 
Hence result, will the direct haks of village officers ; the 
par Pe financial result of the new rates on Govern- 
ment lands (Judi lands are not included) is thus estimated by the 
Superintendent. 


Rs. 
Dry cultivation re sais ... 1,19,000 
Rice ies ae ee uw, 40,000 
Garden ... ae “aa oF, 7,000 


New Kamal Assessment ... 1,66,000 


Ne 
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The immediate results of these rates will be, the Superintend- 
ent supposes, a reduction of about Rs. 25,000, which will be a 
considerable relief to this heavily taxed district; in the propriety 
of these rates the Collector wholly concurs (paras, 1—3). 


9. The Superintendent next notices service lands both those 
which do and those which do not pay revenue 
to Government; the amount of this revenue 
he shews to be Rs. 43,071, and he is of opinion that the ap- 
plication of the survey rates will in many cases reduce its amount ; 
what would be its amount if applied to all this land the Superin- 
tendent does not specify. 


Para. 54, Service lands. 


10. Captain Wingate next proceeds to shew that the 
' eventual prosperity of this district depends 
on the preservation and restoration of the 
tanks, and my own acquaintance with the Kod Téluka leads me 
to assent to all that the Superintendent says on this head; his 
letter of 14th February 1848; here quoted, was forwarded to 
Government with mine of 13th April last (No. 1240), yet unreplied 
to. He next notices the impediments which exist in the shape of 
official forms to the speedy execution of works of irrigation. In 
much that Captain Wingate says [ quite concur; the state of most 
of our public offices is thus forcibly described : “in all departments 
of the State the pressure of an overwhelming mass of business 
is keenly felt ; the most active feel themselves in danger of being 
swamped amidst the neverending streams of routine business 

ouring in upon them, their best energies are expended in mere- 
i keeping the cumbrous machinery of their departments mov- 
ing.” This description is painfully true : how entirely the Collector 
concurs in these opinions will be best understood by a perusal of 
paras. 8 to 18, inclusive, of his letter. The subject is both an ex- 
tensive and difficult one : in dealing with it there are difficulties on 
every side; those on one side are clearly pointed out by the 
Superintendent and the Collector. 


11. In para. 34 of my letter to Government, dated 21st 
September 1846 (No. 1880), I expressed an opinion that the sums 
at the disposal of the Collector for expenditure on tanks were not 
sufficient, and in para. 22 of the Secretary’s reply dated 14th 
August 1847 (No. 3314), I was directed, after consultation with the 
Revenue Commissioner, N. D., to forward a joint report on the 
subject. I found Mr. Blane however opposed to any increase ; 
before therefore I could venture to repeat my recommendation I 
called for a return of 10 years’ expenditure under the Standing 
Orders of Government dated 4th September 1835. The result 
shewed that while the allowance for ten years in the Dharwar 


Tanks, para. 57, 
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Collectorate was be bs ae .. Rs. 67,200 0 0 
The expenditure was only... ay i> gh POWWSOS +B ck 
Excess of Allowance over Expenditure we = ogy «286,919 12 11 


With such a result, I could not reasonably maintain my opinion 
that an increase was called for, and in our joint letter of 17th 
October last (No. 2), we stated our opinion that it was not required, 
and this opinion is not altered by a perusal of this correspondence. 


12. The instances cited by the Superintendent and the 
Collector, rather I think shew a want of energy in the latter 
officer’s department under his predecessors, and a failure to use 
the means that were in their power than any deficiency in the 
Government rules, and this seems to have struck the Collector 
himself: ‘in this case (he remarks, para. 13) the system is, ] am 
of opinion, in the first instance less to be charged with blame, 
than what appears to me the short-sighted policy of the Collector.” 
In this remark I quite concur, but I think that it justly applied 
to most if not all of the casesreferred to in this correspondence. 
In his 16th para. the Collector objects to a reference made by me 
on the 22nd December in reply to a letter of his, dated 29th of the 
preceding month; any objection however to a particular reference 
should, I submit, be made in the reply to it, and notin a separate 
correspondence relating to new rates of assessment. 


13. The Government letter of 8th February 1848, quoted by 

Pera. 63. " Captain. Wingate, approved of outlays on 

tanks, &c., and it was for this purpose that the 

Government orders of 4th September 1835, already quoted in this 

letter, were intended, and by a full use of the authority given by 

these rules the views therein contained might, I submit, be in great 
measure carried. out. 


14. A very useful road is recommended by the Superin- 
tendent to connect the Kod Taluka with the 
great road to Kumta; the Collector (paras, 
19, 20) expresses his concurrence in these opinions, and asks whe- 
ther Government will order a survey of the line or place Rs. 5,000 
at his disposal, without attempting to estimate the expense of 
making the distance required available for carts. This, I think, 
might be done by each Mémlatddr through whose taluka the road 
will run, estimating for the distance within his own boundaries, 
This no doubt would be a cheaper road than one framed by an 
Engineer though probably less durable. 
15. The Dhdrwér Tdluka contains 136 Government and 33 
Para. 66. alienated villages ; its condition is described 
as very superior to that of Kod, chiefly owing 


Roads, para. 65. 


153 


to its nearness to Dharwar ; the past history of the téluka and gene- 
ral description of it are given by the Superintendent, an account 
of the present survey and the test on survey and classification, all 
which appear very satisfactory and call for 
no comment. The diagram of this tdluka 
plainly exhibits the past revenues, cultivation, 
&c., and the amount of new assessment proposed. 


16. The Superintendent proposes to divide the villages of 
this téluka into 7 classes, the maximum dry- 
erop rates on which shall vary from Rs. 2-4-0 
per acre in the Ist class to Re. 0-14-0 in the 
7th ; these rates give an average for the whole téluka of Re. 0-15-5 
Average Rates. me acre, whereas the old rates on cultivated 
ands averaged Re. 1-6-11 per acre ; the latter 
are on the lands actually cultivated, the former on all arable dry- 
crop lands. The reasons assigned in the Superintendent’s 84th para. 
for fixing these rates appear in.every way reasonable, and Govern- 
ment will, I doubt not, willingly rely on Captain Wingate’s judg- 
ment with regard to their adoption. 


Paras. 75—76. 
Diagram, para, 78. 


Division of villages, 
para. 82. 


17. The rice cultivation of this taluka is of very limited 
extent; the Superintendent shews that under 
the old rates this species of cultivation has 
been on the decrease. He proposes rates of which the highest are 
Rs. 8 per acre, the average rate ig Rs. 2-10-0 per acre, while 
that of the last 23 years, has been Rs. 3-8-7, The total assessment 
of rice land, if all is cultivated, will be Rs. 15,750, while the average 
of former cultivation has been Rs. 11,150; excess of new Kamal 
over average collection—Rs. 4,600. 


Rice lands, para. 85. 


18. Garden cultivation in this téluka is also of very limited 
extent ; the Superintendent proposes for it the 
same maximum rates as for the Kod Taluka, 
viz., Rs,15 per acre for tank gardens and Rs. 5 per acre for well 
gardens, the average rate on garden lands will be Rs. 5 per acre. 


19. The entire survey rental will be as follows:— 


Garden, para. 87. 


Rs. 
Dry land cultivation a ... 1,07,500 
Rice do. do. eee wa 16,000 
Garden do. do. 8 Seg 1,500 
Total or new Kamdl ... a ... 1,25,000 


This rental, if realized, will considerably exceed past collections ; its 

immediate effect will be a reduction of revenue of about Rs.40,000 

as compared with last year in which, however, Captain Wingate 
8 370—20 
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shews the cultivation to have been far beyond that of an average 
season. 


20. The Superintendent next considers the subject of service 
lands which are not included in the above 
estimate ; how far the survey rates will be 
applied to these lands will be decided when the allowances of village 
officers are determinedon. The actual difference between the judi 
and survey rates on these lands is not shewn, 


Judi lands, paras. 91, 92. 


21. The Superintendent next adverts to the Misrikota Mahdl 
asic. Real shewing when it was measured and classified, 
pores. 98, 96. ’ and the results of the tests of both, which the 
Superintendent observes indicate a very 
high degree of accuracy. A diagram similar 
to that given for Kod and Dh4rwér is inelud- 
ed in the report, which gives the fullest insight into the past 
circumstances of this Mahdl.‘the Superintendent divides this 
Mahl into 4 groups, with‘niaximum rates on dry lands, varying 
from Re. 1-5-0 per acre Re, 0-10-6, the average rate being 0-6-4 
per acre, while the former average was Re. 0-10-6. Considering 
that the last quoted are on the best lands, while the former are on 
the whole lands, the difference is not great, 


Diagram, para, 98. 


22. For rice lands the Superintendent proposes a maximum 
rate of Rs. 6 per acre, and an average.of 
Rs. 2-1-0, the past average being Rs. 2-11-0, 
The reduction is, as remarked by the Superintendent, inconsiderable, 
of garden land there is little or none in this Mahal. 


Rice, para. 103. 


23. On the subject of lands covered with jungle I beg respect- 
fully to refer His Lordship in Council to para. 
9 of my letter No. 2258,dated 10th September 
1847, reviewing the Joint Report of 2nd August 1847, and to my 
reply No. 4412 of 27th December, to the Government reference 
No. 6160 of 10th October last. 


Jungle tracts, para. 106. 


24, The new rates in this Mahdl promise a future large 

Para. 109. increase of revenue without any large imme-. 

diate reduction ; the alienated lands are dispos- 

ed of as are those of Kod and Dharwar already referred to in paras, 
9 and 20 of this letter. 


25. The injurious effcts of the high duty levied by the Madras 
authorities on Goa salt here described and in 
Lieutenant Anderson’s report, might possibly 
be communicated to that Government, 


Duty on salt, para. 112. 
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26. I believe that the present number of roads from the upper 
Road to Saddshiy. country to the coast must be quadrupled 
gad, para. 113. before the wants of this Presidency shall have 
, been really supplied ; the whole internal traffic 
languishes for want of roads, and the danger consequent upon this 
state of things to the commerce of the port of Bombay has been so 
often pointed out, and so forcibly, that it would be vain for me to 
add anything on this subject. The Phonda Ghét is far to the 
north, that to Kumta is to the south, and if the port of Saddshiv- 
gad is a good one, and the Ghat easy, I think that a road in this 
direction would be of much benefit to this district. 


27. I beg to recommend to the attention of Government the 
Superintedent’s proposition that a reward be 
granted for the destruction of “Wild Ele- 
phants,” an opinion in which the Collector (para. 23)concurs, 


28. The Superintendent solicits an early sanction of the rates 
here proposed, and the Collector..seconds this request, which I 
trust will be granted by Gcvernment. I have cofined myself in this 
letter to the briefest possible notice of this interesting report, as 
T felt unable to elucidate any part of it more clearly than the 
Superintendent has already done, anda mere recapitulation would 
uselessly occupy the leisure of Government. I beg to refer His 
Lordship in Council to the interesting reports of Lieutenant’s 
Anderson and Fanning and Mr, Springer. 


Elephants, para. 114. 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 
(Signed) E. H. TOWNSEND, 
Revenue Commissioner, 8S. D. 
No. 1908 of 1849. 
TERRITORIAL DEPARTMENT Revenue. 


From 

W. COURTNEY, Esquire, 
i Acting Secretary to Government, Bombay; 

o 
E. H. TOWNSEND, Esquire, 
Revenue Commissioner, 8, D. 
Bombay Castle, 19th March 1849. 
Sir, 


I have been directed by the Right Hon’ble the Governor in 
Council to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 790, dated 


156 


the 13th ultimo, forwarding one from the Collector of Dhérwér, 
with the reports therein alluded to, from Captain Wingate, Superin- 
tendent of the Revenue Survey, Southern Mardtha Country, and his 
Assistants, embracing proposals for new rates of assessment for 
the tdlukas of Kod and Dhdrw4r, and the Misrikota division of 
the Hubli Tiluka, which, with the exception of the recently lapsed 
district of Mulgund, where the survey has not yet been com- 
menced, complete the revision of assessment in the Dhdrwdr Col- 
lectorate, and to communicate to you the following observations 
and instructions thereon, 


2. The Superintendent first reports on the Kod Taluka, and 
after giving in the first twelve paras. of his letter an interesting 
summary of its past history both under the late and present Gov- 
ernment, and showing how lamentably its present decay contrasts 
with what must have been its populous and flourishing condition 
in former times, proceeds to notice at some length the preliminary 
survey operations connected with the measurement andl elassifica- 
tion of the district. 


8. The method adopted by Captain ha ice for valuing 
the supply of water to rice lands appears. to His Lordship in 
Council simple and at the same time efficacious. 


4. The results of the test of measurement and classification 
are, I have been desired to state, most satisfactory ; and evince a 
high degree of precision and correctness in the establishments 
employed. 


5. The additional information contained in the diagram by 
which it is made to exhibit the proportion of dry-erop, rice, and 
garden cultivation respectively, in the whole area under tillage 
each year, is a decided improvement and greatly enhances its 
value, as it thus shows at a glance whether the increase or decline 
of cultivation and collections is due to any description of culture 
more than another. 


6. The enormous extent of arable waste in Government land 
(the exception in favour of alienated land seems notwithstanding 
Captain Wingate’s explanation not a little remarkable) throughout 
the whole period of our management, is, as observed by the 
Superintendent, perhaps the most striking fact presented by the 
diagram—-a fact in itself furnishing almost conclusive evidence of 
the oppressive nature of the present assessment of the Kod Téluka, 
and not otherwise to be accounted for, after more than thirty year’s 
uninterrupted peace and security under a strong and just Govern- 
ment. 
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7. This is not however, the Governor in Council observes, the 
only fact presented ; others equally indicative ot over-assessment 
are forcibly and clearly established, as noticed by the Superintendent 
in his 29th and 30th paras. 


8. These facts, as observed by Captain Wingate, are useful 
as beacons, and show how very much lower must the average rates 
of the new assessment descend ; they do not, however, as in cases 
more equitable past assessment, afford much guide for the 

uture. 


9. Other consideration must be taken into account ; and after 
carefully weighing the result of past revenue management, climate, 
markets, and relations to other districts already settled, the Super- 
intendent proposes a classification of the villages of Kod into four 
groups: the first of these containing 30 villages with a maximum 
dry-crop rate per acre of one rupee and six annas; the second of 
134 villages with a maximum of one rupee and four annas; the 
third of 64 villages with a maximum of one rupee; and the fourth 
of 17 villages with a maximum rate of twelve annas and six pies, 


10, The general result of this is shown in para. 40 to bea 
reduction from rupee one, annas two, and pies eight, the present 
average rate of assessment per aere, to ten annas and seven pies, 
the average of that now proposed. Captain Wingate, however, ex- 
plains that this result is partly attributable to its being contrasted 
with that portion of the whole arable area now in cultivation which 
is chiefly fimited to the better description of soils. 


11. The Superintendent estimates the present extent of land 
suitable for rice cultivation at 20,000 acers; not a third of this is 
however at present under tillage (the quantity given in the table in 
para, 44 is not quite 6,000 acres), the average rate proposed is two 
rupees per acre, 


12, The assessment proposed for garden land is rupees 
fifteen, the maximum rate per acre for land watered from tanks, 
and rupees five for that watered from wells; and the rates propos. 
ed are estimated to yield an average of rupees six and a half per 
acre in the whole garden land of the téluka. 


138. The immediate financial result of the new assessment of 
Kod will be, Captain Wingate estimates, a reduction of rupees 
twenty-five thousand (Rs. 25,000), and that this relief is urgently 
required, His Lordship in Council is of opinion, the Superintendent 
has satisfactorily shewn ; the ultimate effect of the measure, when 
the enormous extent of arable land now lying waste shall, under an 
equitable and light assessment, be again brought into cultivation, 
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will however be, by no means in the proportion of this reduction ; 
but may be expected, to use Captain Wingate’s words, ‘‘to exceed 
very considerably what the district has hitherto yielded, and the 
condition of the people to be at the same time greatly ameliorated.” 


14. All direct levies will cease, and the taxes on sheep and 
fruit-trees will be discontinued as has been done in Bankdpur and 
other télukas of the Dhdrwd4r Collectorate. 


15. In communicating the sanction of Government to the set- 
tlement proposed by Captain Wingate for the Kod Taluka, I have 
been desired to inform you that the Governor in Council has been 
pleased to declare it incapable of increase for the usual period of 
thirty years, and to observe that the well known skill, tact and ex- 
perience of those by whom the whole process has in this instance 
been superitended, are a sufficient guarantee that in fixing the point 
to which reduction should be carried in this over-assessed district, 
no element of a just and equitable standard of estimation has been 
neglected or overlooked. 


16. Captain Wingate’s letter of the 14th February 1848, 
alluded to by you in your 10th para., on the subject of the assistance 
to be rendered by the holders of land bearing assessment, and 
indmdars, towards the repair and maintenance of works of irriga- 
tion, will be disposed of on the receipt of a reply to a reference 
which has been made to the Governuient of Madras on the subject. 


17. The subject of the impediments which exist in the shape 
of official forms, next alluded to by Captain Wingate and discussed 
at length by the Collector of Dhdrwir in paras, 8 to 18 of his 
letter, is, I am to observe, quite out of place in a correspondence 
on the subject of proposed rates of assessment of a district: and 
whatever need of reform there may possibly be in respect to the 
present practice, in dealing with which, as observed by you, there 
are difficulties on every side, it is manifest no good result can be 
expected from its consideration as at present brought forward. 


18. The question of the sufficiency or otherwise of the sums 
at the disposal of the Collector for expenditure on works of irriga- 
tion in this Collectorate, has already received the consideration of 
Government in disposing of the Joint Report from yourself and the 
Revenue Commissioner, Northern Division, dated the 17th October 
last; and you were informed in my letter No. 6844,dated Ist 
November last, that in the opinion of Government there was no 
adequate necessity for any alteration in the existing Rules on this 


subject. 


19. The result of the enquiries then instituted on the subject 
shewed that while the allowance for ten years in the Dharwar ool. 
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lectorate on this account was rupees sixty-seven thousand and two 
hundred (Rs. 67,200-0-0,) the actual expenditure had only been 
rupees ten thousand two hundred and eighty, annas three, and pie 
one (Rs. 10,280-3-1,) thus proving beyond doubt that any inade- 
quacy in the amount expended arose rather from a failure to use the 
means at the disposal of the local officers than in any deficiency in 
the sums allowed by the Government Rules. 


20. The remarks and propositions in the reports now under 
acknowledgment on the subject of roads, to which reference is made 
by you in your 14th and 26th paras., have been transferred for con- 
sideration and disposal to the General Department. 


21. From para. 66 the Superintendent commences his review 
of the Dharwar Taluka; he first describes its conditions and past his- 
tory, and then proceeds to give an account of the operations of the 
survey and the results of the test of measurement and classification, 
shewing in a diagram, in the same manner as he had done in re- 
spect to Kod, the past revenues, collections remissions, &c., and the 
new assessment he proposesto introduce, 


22. The general condition of the Dhirwdr Taluka appears to 
the Governor in Council from Captain Wingate’s description very 
superior to that of Kod, and a higher rate of assessment is therefore 
proposed, giving an average ofannas fifteen and pies five (Re. 0-15-5) 
per acre for the whole tdluka,—nearly five annas (Re. 0-5-0) in 
excess of the average proposed for Kod. 


23. With the view of meeting the peculiarities of climate 
and situation and other points of difference in the several villages 
ofthis tdéluka, Captain Wingate proposes to divide it into seven 
classes, the first of these contains 7 villages with a maximum dry- 
crop rate per acre of two rupees and four annas (Rs. 2-4-0); the 
second 53 villages with a maximum of rupees two (Rs. 2); the 
third 3 villages, inaximum one rupee and twelve annas (Rs, 1-12-0) ; 
the fourth 23 villages, maximum one rupee and twelve annas 
(Rs. 1-12-0) ; the fifth 19 villages, maximum one rupee and eight 
annas (Rs. 1-8-0) ; the sixth 18 villages, maximum one rupee one 
anna and six pies (Rs. 1-1-6); and the seventh the 9 villages with 
a maximum rate of fourteen annas (Re. 0-14-0) giving as stated in 
the preceding para. an average of annas fifteen and pies five per 
acre (Re. 0-15-5), the old rates on cultivated land having averaged 
rupee one, annas six and pies eleven (Rs. 1-6-11) per acre. 

24, The rice lands in this tdluka are represented to be of 
limited extent ; the highest rate proposed is rupees eight per acre 
(Rs. 8-0-0) and the average rupees two and annas ten (Rs. 2-10-0). 

25. Garden lands are also not extensive ; the same maximum 
rates are proposed as for the Kod Taluka; the average rate on the 
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whole garden land of the tdluka will be, it is represented, rupees 
five per acre (Rs. 5-0-0.) 


26. The immediate financial effect of the new assessment will 
be a reduction of revenue to the extent of about rupees forty 
thousand (Rs. 40,000) as compared with the last year, and of rupees 
ten thousand (10,000) as compared with the last five years; 
the entire survey rental will however, if realized by extended culti- 
vation, permit of an increase of about 25 per cent. over the average 
of past collections, and Captain Wingate explains that the collec- 
tions of the past year were swelled to an extent of at least 
rupees thirty thousand (Rs. 30,000), owing to the quantity of 
waste land taken up in anticipation of the new survey settlement ; 
this, he is of opinion, though very possibly the occasion of con- 
siderable loss to the holders, is a satisfactory proof that there are 
resources in the district for a large extension of cultivation, and 
that it was the weight of the assessment alone which prevented 
this taking place, 


27. The reasons assigned by the Superintendent for fixing 
these rates so far as they may be estimated from a report, seem in 
every way satisfactory, and the Governor in Council confidently 
relies on Captain Wingate’s judgment in respect to them, and 
accords his sanction to their adoption, and to the declaration of 
their permanency for the usual term of thirty years. 

28. It is not, I have been instructed to remark, necessary to 
follow the Superintendent step by step through his proposals for 
the Misrikota Mahdl, the consideration of which he commences 
from his 93rd para. The Governor,in Council sees no reason to 
dissent from his conclusions, or any grounds for questioning the 
propriety or fitness of the rates he proposes, which while they 
promise a future large increase of revenue, do not cause an im- 
mediate reduction to any large extent. 

29. Their immediate introduction is sanctioned under the 
usual condition as to their duration. 

30. On the subject of Jands covered with jungle, alluded to 
by you in your 23rd para., I have been desired to refer you to the 
Government letter of the 23rd September last, No. 5593, replying 
to your communication dated 10th September 1847, reviewing the 
Joint Report of the Superintendents of Survey of 2nd August 
preceding, and to the Government endorsement No. 19, dated 4th 
January last, on your letter No, 4412 of 27th December 1848. 

31. The observations of the Superintendent and of his Assist. 
ant Mr. Anderson on the injurious effects of the high duty levied 
by the Madras authorities on Goa salt, have been communicated 
to that Government as suggested by you. 
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32, The proposition of the Superintendent to grant a reward 
for the destruction of wild elephants, and which is concurred in and 
recommended by the Collector and yourself, has been transferred 
to the General Department for consideration and disposal. 


33. In conclusion, I have been desired to observe that in 
the opinion of His Lordship in Council, Captain Wingate has 
again, as on so many previous occasions, merited the approbation 
and thanks of Government for his useful labours, as well as for 
the clear and able manner in which their results have been sub- 
mitted; and his Assistants, under so competent an instructor, 
show by their reported proceedings a commendable desire to emu- 
late the reputation which he has earned. 


34. To save time copics of this letter will be forwarded 
direct for the information aud guidance of the Collector of Dhdérwdr 
and the Superintendent of the Revenue Survey, Southern Maratha 
Country. 

Thave the honor to be, 


Sir, 
(Signed) W. COURTNEY, 


Acting Secretary to Government. 


Frou 
Mr. J. H. SPRINGER, 
Assistant Superintendent, Revenue Survey 
and Assessment, Southern Martha Country ; 
To 


Cartain G. WINGATE, 


Superintendent, Revenue Survey 
and Assessment, Southern Mardtha Country. 


Assistant Superintendents Office, 
Dhirwir, 6th Angust 1847. 
Sin, 


The Hawasbhavi Mahilkari’s division of the Kod Tiluka 
adjoins that of Bankdépur on the north, that of Ranebennur on 
the east, that of déngal on the west, and the Mysore territory on 
the south. It embraces two Mahdls,—Tilwalli and Kagnelli,— 
composed of 88 villages, viz., 23 in the former and 60 in the latter ; 
1 Futgaon and 4 Deshghit ; and besides, 4 Judiand 5 Sarva Inds, 


2. Ona reference to the map it will be scen that the district 
is of the most uncompact form, being intermixed with villages of 
other Mahils, particularly those of Adur, which are within a few 
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miles of the Mahdalkari’s kacheri at Kagnelli. To make it or 
that officer’s charge a compact one, the villages at present belong- 
ing to it, viz, Lakinépur, Jangamkop, Yatanhalli, Malapur, Siddé 
Dewipur, Suranhalli (deserted), Virapur, Haramgatti and Katan- 
halli, should be transferred to the neighbouring tdlukas, the 
seven first mentioned ones to Bankdpur and the two latter to 
Rénebennur, and, in exchange, to make over the two villages of 
Hire and Chick-Nandihalli, under the Kod Mamlatddr, and the 
following eight villages of the Adur Mahdl, viz, Hire, Basur, 
Dumanhdl, Somsdgar, Kaneshwar, Somisur, Bassdpur, Chick- 
Bulihal, and Wansan, tu Kagnelli. By the transfer of the latter 
mentioned eight villages, the Wardha River will form the general 
boundary of the Kod and Hangal ‘Tdlukas, from the village of 
Tumrikop, situate to the south of the town of Adur, and on the 
right bank of the river, to Byatanhal. Hawasbhavi should be 
made over to the Maumlatdir in exchange for [ire and Chick- 
Nandihalli. This town, besides being nearly surrounded by the 
villages of the Chik-Arur Malia], is contiguous to Kod. 


8. The whole of the villages of the Tilwalli Mahal, with the 
exception of three, situate to the cast, are designated as ‘Mallad,” 
or hill villages, and the whole of those of Kagnelli as “ Byle,” or 
plain villages. The term “ Mallad” would appear to be applicd only 
to villages or tracts of country where the rice is chicfly cultivated, 
and the rain from June to October is more frequent and abundant, 
and not, as the meaning applies, to hilly country; and “ Byle” 
to places where the dry-cropis the principal or only product of the 
soil, and the fall of the monsoon showers is less certain. In con- 
trasting the two Mahals, Kagnelli ought to be termed according to 
the acceptation of the term the hilly, and Tilwalli the plain Mahdl ; 
for, with the exception of a few hillocks and two villages to the 
extreme north, lying partly within the hills, the latter Mahal is, 
comparatively speaking, quite a level country to that of the former, 
which is particularly hilly on the western side. 


4. The circumstance of the Tilwalli Mahdl benefiting more 
by the 8.-W. monsoon than that of Kagnelli must be attributed 
to that part of the country being nearer the sca or the Sahyddri 
range, and that it is diminished as it proceeds easterly, except in 
those places where the clouds are arrested by the hills, which 
procure a larger supply of rain than would otherwise have fallen, 
as is the case with the villages lying between the river and the 
town of Kagnelli. 


5. The whole of the land of this district is classed under 
two denominations with reference to their properties and appear- 
ance, viz, “Hari” (black) and “Massari” (red); and these 
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two grand divisions are again sub-divided by the cultivators. Al- 
though the Massari or red is almost the universal soil of the two 
Mahdls, yet extensive patches of black soil are to be met with ; 
but it is only at the villages to the north and cast of Haveri 
where it is seen to any great extent. 


6. The country is well clothed with trees, and the hills are 
also covered with herbage and low brushwood, which, added to 
the impenetrable forests of date trees, their unbranched stems 
crowned with feathery foliage, and enormous clusters of gold and 
purple-coloured berries, with the dense mass of vegetation below 
them, and patches of jungle, give the scenery, particularly in the 
Tilwalli Mahl, a picturesque and wild appearance. But yet the 
first impression that naturally intrudes on one’s mind at the sight 
of so many deserted gardens and extensive wastes is the presenti- 
ment of a once well-cultivated district, possessing great capabilities 
of improvement, going to decay. 


7. Besides the Wardha River, which, however, is the bound- 
ary of only three villages, thé country is traversed by innumerable 
nélas, which form tributaries to the above-named river, the 
drainage in general tending northward. A. good many of these 
streamlets are advantageously dammed up, and form extensive 
and valuable tanks. The nél4 that runs by the town of Kagnelli, 
for instance, which is the largest and takes its rise within the 
lands of Chick-Angi, under the Kod Mdmlatdir, supplies six tanks 
before it joins the Wardha River, The largest of these is the one 
called the “ Haweri Tank,” partly within the lands of the Bankdépur 
‘iluka and partly within those of the Kagnelli Mahal. 


8. ‘The villages are all small and miserable, their sites being 
distinguished at a distance by a cluster of tamarind trees; but 
their appearance is most unfavorable about March and April, from 
the circunistance of those trees being out of leaf, which, added to 
the blackened roofs of the huts, give them, at that time of the 
year, a deserted and gloomy aspect. With the exception of a few 
tiled ones at some of the principal villages, the whole of the houses 
in the Tilwalli Mahl are thatched; and those of Kaynelli, parti- 
cularly the villages situate to the north (barring a few tiled and 
thatched ones), are all built of unburnt bricks, with terraces of 
mud, The villages of the former Mahdl are, however, generally 
larger and better inhabited than those of the latter. 


9. The dirty state of the generality of the villages in this 
district surpasses anything of the kind 1 have scen in the other 
tilukas of this Collectorate, The houses—they should be called 
miscrable-looking hovels—are built without the slightest approach 
to regularity, in which human beings, cattle, and vther living 


164 


apimals seem huddled together among heaps of rubbish and filth, 
The villages are very much subject to fires from the combustible 
materials of which the dwellings of the inhabitants are con- 
structed. 


10. The only place of consequence is the town of Tilwalli. 
Hawasbhavi must have been a place of note once, but it now bears 
the marks of decay ; not one-fourth of the space of the former site 
is at present occupied. Kagnelli derives its importance from being 
the Mahdlkari’s station, otherwise it is little better than the 
majority of the other villages. 


11. To sum up the character of the climate in a few words, 
it is pronounced damp in the rains, and subject to heavy fogs and 
dews. The cold and heat, on an average, are similar to those of 
Hiangal ; the nights during the hottest parts of the year are cool 
and pleasant. The present season has proved a remarkably 
healthy one, which must be attributed to the abundant fall of 
rain; but the inhabitants suffered dreadfully the preceding two 
years from the ravages of the cholera. It does not appear that 
there are any diseases peculiar to the climate but what are incident 
to the neighbouring districts. 


12. The district abounds in antclopes; they are met at 
times in large flocks, and prove very destructive to the standing 
crops, particularly to the tender sugar-cane plants. The “ Baker” 
(the wild goat, or a species of the antelope) is also to be met with 
about the hills; wild hogsand wolves are found in the jungle 
near Nalikop and Bassapur; Chitas or leopards prowl occasionally 
into the Tilwalli Mahal from the Mysore territory ; hares abound 
everywhere ; and foxes and jackals are quite plentiful. Aquatic 
birds and those of the game kind are abundant; peacocks are 
also to be met with amongst the domesticated animals. The sheep 
do not appear to thrive well, and the few flocks that are kept up for 
the fleece look miserable, and the cattle are generally small but 
apparently hardy. The male buffaloes are used in common with 
the bullocks for the plough or cart. 


13. The bed of the Wardha River near Byatanhal produces a 
great quantity of “Khaskhas,” the root of a fragrant grass, of which 
‘* Tatties”” or blinds are made, called in Kanarese Bulludberoo, 


14. The antiquities of the place comprise a few Jain or 
Budh temples and inscriptions on large slabs of stone, either 
standing or thrown, about the buildings, in the old Kanarese 
character, which none of the natives about the place are able to 
read. The temples are to be scen at Tilwall, Satanhalli, Kusnur 
and Uphunshi; but the onc at the former place, which is the 
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largest, and similar to the one at Hingal, but smaller, claims the 
greatest attention ; it is entirely built of the finest and most dur- 
able black granite, and no labour, cost of time, or expense, secms 
to have been spared in ornamenting both the extcrior and interior ; 
and it is still, considering the lapse of time, ina tolerably perfect 
state of preservation. The Bréhmins have taken possession of it, 
and have dedicated it to their God Kalmeshwar, and the others by 
the Lingdyats. 


15. Itis estimated that only three-eighths from the whole 
quantity of arable land in the district are under tillage, and belong 
principally to Indmdars. For example, in the villages of Kusnur 
and Chick-Bassur, out of 2,403 acres of Government and Judi 
land, belonging to the former, only 229 are cultivated, whilst the 
whole of the Sarwa Iném (amounting to 865 acres) are under 
cultivation ; and at the latter, out of 665 acres belonging to Gov- 
ernment only 154 are cultivated, but all the Sarwa, Judi and 
Chakari Indim lands to 794 acres are under cultivation, 


16. The market towns in the two Mahdls are Hawasbhavi, 
Tilwalli, Hallihyl, Chik-Bassur, Kusnur, Kalkeri, and Kagnelli ; 
and the neighbouring ones that the rayats resort to are Hire- 
Chouti, Mudi, and Kopadhal of the Mysore territory; Chik- 
Arur of the Kod Mahdl; Saisgari (Indm), Alur, and Dumanhal 
of the Hangal Téluka; Hdveri Karajgi, and Devihosur of the 
Banképur Taluka; and Byadgi of the Ranebennur Taluka. 


17. The only extensive manufacture carried on in the two 
Mahals worthy of notice is at Kusnur, which consists of all de- 
scriptions of white cloth used by the) natives, but scarcely sufficient 
for the consumption of the district, the yarn being supplied from 
Devgeri and Devihosur. Small quantities of “ Dangri” or coarse 
cloth, made to order, and “ Kdmblis” are fabricated at some of 
the other villages, the ficece being procured from the “ Dhangars ” 
or shepherds at Uphunshi and Herur, a flock of 600 sheep at the 
former village and one of 100 at the latter being kept up for the 
sole purpose. 


18. The district possesses little trade beyond what is carried 
on at the market towns for the consumption of the inhabitants. 
It, however, exports dried chillies, jagri, rice, and castor-oil. 
The imports from the coast consist of salt, dried cocoanuts, 
oil cloths of British manufacture, &c.; and cotton fabrics from 
the looms at the town of Hubli, and from Harihar and 
‘Damal. From 10,000 to 12,000 bullocks pass annually through 
the town of Tilwalli from the Rattihalli, Ranebennur, and Kod 
Mahdls to Kumta, laden with tobacco, cotton, rice and iron. 
Although the traders from the latter district have a shorter route 
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through the Mysore territory, yet they prefer the circuitous one 
to avoid paying the transit duty still leviable there. 


19. The cotton cultivated is barley sufficient for the internal 
consumption of the district; and the other products besides the 
different varieties of rice grown in the Tilwalli Mahdls and in 
localities favourable for it at some of the Kagnelli villages, the 
usual productions of the gardens and the cultivation of sugar- 
cane are generally confined, on account of the red soil, to the 
** Kharif” or monsoon crops, and the scanty “ Rabi” harvest to 
places where the black soil is found; wheat is only grown at 
Katanhalli. No tobacco is produced in the district. 


20. All descriptions of land, with the exception of the 
ground intended for cotton on which jowdri had been sown the 
previous season, are more or less manured annually, but the 
black alluvial soil only once in three or four years. The quantity 
to be laid on an acre depends on the supply on the hands of the 
farmer and the extent of his field. _No manure is ever purchased, 
and it consists of sweepings, ashes, loose dung, produce of the 
farm yard, and the shell of the nut of the supdri tree. The urine 
of cattle is also collected by some of the rayats and poured into 
the dung-pit, but in many instances it is suffered to go completely 
to waste. The manure intended to be laid on is piled up into 
small heaps about the fields, and exposed to all kinds of weather 
for weeks, nay months, before it is mixed up with the soil, and the 
consequence is that itis hourly diminishing, and by the time it 
is brought into use, it is little better than a mass of useless 
rubbish. Bone dust, as is wellknown, forms a highly nutritious 
manure, and it is a pity no advantage is taken of the bones which 
are seen strewed about plentifully at every village, particularly 
near the “ Dhervdra.” The dread of losing caste—the bane of 
India—which presents a barrier to all attempts at improvement, 
deters the cultivators, I believe, from using it. 


21. The population is wholly engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits, and in those parts where the sugar-cane is grown, in the 
manufacture of coarse sugar and jagri. A. portion of the females, 
besides their usual domestic duties, devote their leisure hours to 
spinning. 

22. The Lingdyats form the bulk of the population, but the 
Mahomedans, Wadars and Kabars also cut a considerable figure 
as agriculturists. 


23. The food of the people in the Tilwalli Mahdl consists 
chiefly of rice, and of those in Kagnelli of jowdri cakes, and 
porridge made from that grain which is coarsely ground for the 
purpose. The meal, whether it be rice or bread, is eaten with 
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a kind of broth made from the tamarind fruit, seasoned with chillies 
and salt. 


24. The seasons, rotation of crops, implements of husbandry, 
and mode of cultivation, are similar to those of Hangal; and as 
I have given a description of them in my report on that tdluka, 
a repetition of them here would be superfluous. 


25. The village of Yatanhalli, situate N. E. of Héveri, 
suffers a good deal from annual inundations, occasioned by the 
meeting near its site of the two large ndlas which traverse 
through the whole length of the district. The great drainage that 
is made from one of them (the one that runs by Kagnelli) for the 
purpose of supplying the large tanks along its course, would lead one 
to conclude that it must be entircly consumed before it reaches the 
river ; but the rush of its water, added to that of the other stream, 
when the rains are moderately heavy, is so great that a good 
portion of the lands, I am told, is completely under water, and in 
consequence about 218 acres of_land, assessed at Rs. 100 were 
thrown up last year. The rayats are, besides, put to the greatest 
inconvenience in carting manure to their fields from the steepy 
and miry state of the ndlas. The latter evil may be overcome 
by the erection of bridges, but the former, I fear, could only be 
averted at a great outlay by the eutting of a canal. 


26. The dbkdri revenue derived for the current year from 
the sale of the juice of the date tree amounted to Rs, 3,310 for 
the whole téluka, including the Indm villages. It isa pity to 
see a tree so useful to mankind used in these parts for the vilest 
purposes, If it were left untapped, and regularly cultivated, would 
not the fruit attain the size of those exported from Arabia? It is 
not unlikely. For instance, look at the cocoanut and supdri 
trees (which are of the palm species); unless they are irrigated, 
manured and care bestowed on their growth, they do not bear at 
all, and if they do, the fruits are small, and drop off before they 
attain to perfection. However, should it prove a fallacy, there 
is another profitable field open to the enterpriser—the manu- 
facture of sugar from the juice of the tree, which, as it is well 
known, contains a great quantity of saccharine matter, and it is 
only surprising that no attempts have been made as yet towards 
a branch of industry well worth attending to. The soft and 
candied sugar I have seen made from it resembled both in color 
and flavour that of the cane, but jellies, Iam told, made from it, 
do not congeal, otherwise it answers all the purposes of domestic 
use. 

27, The tree would appear to grow on any description of 
soil, and often where no other trees would thrive ; and its vegeta~ 
tion is so spontaneous that a field lying waste for a year or so is 
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filled with the single leaves of the young plant, which are secu 
to protrude immediately from the ground ; but it is not until the 
lapse of several years that there is any indication of the stem, and 
when once formed, it grows upwards of a uniform thickness. I 
have seen a singular phenomenon in the Tilwalli Mahdl of one of 
these trees after attaining the height of 18 or 20 feet, throwing 
out three separate stems, and were about 6 or 7 feet long, and well 
clothed with leaves. 


28. The Brdihmans and Lingdyats, although they do not 
scruple to eat the fruit, under the plea that it is not the produce of 
the same description of tree, will not, if it could possibly be avoided, 
sit on a mat made from its leaves, or appropriate any portion of 
it for building purposes, except it be to erect sheds for cattle, and 
consider any attempts at its cultivation beneath their caste and 
dignity. 

29. The fruit of the date tree, when prefectly ripe, assumes 
a dark purple colour, and is quite palatable; and it is often exposed 
for sale on market days, and. bartered for grain to the children of 
those classes of the inhabitants who do. not scruple to drink the 
juice of the tree. 


30. As the prosperity and revenue of the Tilwalli and 
Kagnelli Mahdls depend in a great measure on the tanks, I hope 
T shall be excused for giving a detailed account of a few of those 
which require clearing out and repairing, either from the accu- 
mulation of mud or fromthe dilapidated condition of the bunds 
and water-courses. 


81. I have often questioned the rayats, when they com- 
plained to me of the state of their tanks, why they did not keep 
them in repair themselves by removing the sediments annually 
deposited by the freshes, (if my memory serves me rightly, I 
think lands on which a sediment is left by the overflowing waters 
of rivers and ndlas in the Deccan areor were assessed somewhat 
higher than either black, red or burrud,) and laying them 
on their fields, as it would not only tend to improve the sterile 
and indifferent soils or lands that have been deteriorated by repeated 
cropping, but do away ina great measure with the necessity of 
manuring their fields, of the materials for which there is at present 
a scarcity owing to the best and greatest portion of the farm-yard 
manure being consumed for fucl. The reply I have invariably re- 
ceived was that it was a good suggestion and worth trying ; but, 
I suspect, without there ever being the remotest intention of 
acting on it, for it would interfere with existing practice. 

32. It would be premature to offer an opinion as to the 
effect which the introduction of the new assessment in the district 
may have in inducing the rayats to keep their tanks in order, but 
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it is evident that however willing they may be to contribute their 
quota, the present pecuniary circumstances of the cultivators and 
the thinness of the fixed population of the district preclude their 
undertaking any work of magnitude without the aid of Govern- 
ment. Any present outlay would speedily, I think, be repaid 
by the increased rent of the lands that would be brought under 
cultivation, 


33. The Kagnelli tank which is the largest in the district, 
covering an area of 223 acres, was thoroughly repaired in 1844-45, 
at a cost of Rs. 2,300. If the season prove a favourable one like 
the past, the quantity of water collected in it is ample throughout 
the year for the whole of the gardens, and also for the irrigation 
of 103 acres of Tari land. Exclusive of the supply it receives 
from the ndla, it was fed by a water-course brought from the 
vicinity of the hills near Chivakatti, a distanee of 3 miles; but it 
has been out of repair for the last seven or eight years, the water 
finding its way into the Hire-Lingadhalli Tank situate to the 
north of it. The supply, however, from ‘this water-course was 
only taken advantage of in case of a deficioncy of rain, 


34, The tank at Tilwalli, which is next in magnitude, 
extending over an area of 173 acres, is supplied by a large canal, 
the water of the Nagarhalla which takes its rise in the Mysore 
Territory being diverted into it by a dam thrown across the stream 
near the village of Purkudrikop; but from its having given 
way about eight or nine years ago, only a moiety of the water 
finds its way into it, and this is again completely lost by its burst- 
ing a passage within the last few years near the village of Yatan- 
halli, and at a short distance from the tank, and it is now merely 
supplied by the drainage of the surrounding country. It is 
roughly estimated that the repairing of the dam, which must have 
been a very substantially built one, and the filling up the gap, 
will cost about Rs. 2,000. All that is required are mortar and 
labour. The materials consisting of large hewn blocks of black 
granite, are strewed about the spot. The foundation, I believe, 
is perfectly sound. The dam in question is built across the néla 
where the boundaries of three villages meet, viz., those of Purkudri- 
kop, Kachvi, and Bendigeri, the two former of the Tilwalli Mahal, 
and the latter of the Mysore Territory ; and in its present 
dilapidated state retains a good deal of water for some miles up- 
wards, which is used by the inhabitants of the latter village in 
irrigating the extensive gardens planted on its right bank near 
the dam; and as the repairing of it will also be to the advantage 
of the proprietors of those gardens, I think they should be called 
upon to contribute towards it. The Tilwalli Tank irrigated about 
1,191 acres of Bégdyatand Tari; from this quantity 145 acres of 
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the latter description of land belong to Byrapur, Out of 85 
Bégdyat numbers, including Judi and Sarwa Indm, 21 numbers 
belonging to Government had either become Tari, Khushki or 
were lying waste till the settlement of the last Jamdbandi, when 
some of them were given, I am told, on reduced rates. This is 
attributed partly to the deficiency of water in the tank and 
partly to over-assessment, but I suspect, in a great measure to 
the former cause. 


85. The tank at Hire-Lingadhalli, of 28 acres, is completely 
filled in with mud, and in consequence only one number of 4 acres, 
out of 15 Baégdyat Nos, to 85 acres, is under cultivation, the others 
having reverted to dry-crop cultivation. 


36. There are two large tanks at Kachvi, both partially 
filled in, the one extending over an areca of 90 and the other 66 
acres ; the former, which is within the lands of Madlur, is supplied 
by a néla and the latter by a water-course. Besides 12 Nos. of 
Baégayat to 19 acres, about 600 acres to Tari land are watered from 
them. 


87. Of the two principal tanks at Chik-Basur, the larger, 
covering an area of 60 acres, is m splendid order, and contained a 
large sheet of water when I saw it in May last ; the smaller one has 
completely filled in, and 4 Bagiyat Nos.that were irrigated from it 
have fallen into Tarif and Khushki. .The large tank supplies 18 
garden Nos. and is also used for the irrigation of extensive sugar- 
cane cultivation ; out of 31 Bagdyat Nos. 14 have been out of culti- 
vation for the last six years. Thave not been able clearly to 
ascertain the reason for so many being relinquished, the assessment 
being very moderate, averaging Rs. 6 per acre ; but I suspect it 
ariscs either from poverty or paucity of lands. 


38. There are 10 Bigdyat Nos. at Kabbur which have revert- 
ed to Tari and Khushki since our obtaining possession of the 
country, All thatis now to be seen of their former prosperity are 
a few cocoanut trees. These gardens were, however, watered from 
wells, but for want of annual clearing out they became choked up 
in course of time, and as the then occupants had not the means of 
doing it, they were eventually given up, and have continued so up 
to the present moment. 


39. The wells used in garden lands, in this as well as in the 
neighbouring districts, are nothing more than so many ponds of 
all sizes and shapes, and as they are not regularly built up or 
have a parapet wall, a great quantity of mud and filth is carried 
into them by the rains, which is added to by the falling in of the 
sides, and they become, unless cleared out regularly, choked up 
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and useless in a few years. They are generally used about March, 
at which time of the year, either from a scanty monsoon or from 
other causes, the supply of water in the tanks begins to fail. 
When the water is on a level with or near the surface, the “Guda” 
(a basket used by two persons for throwing up the water) is used, 
and when it lowers 5 or 6 feet, the “Kapli” or “Moti.” Many of 
these wells are of no great depth, and have consequently no per- 
manent springs, drying up at the same time with the tanks, 


40. The Bagdyatlandsat Kara Mattihalli (9 Nos.to28 acres) 
are watered from a tank within the Kabbur lands, for a period of 
four months, and they are afterwards irrigated from the néla on 
the right bank of which they are conveniently situated, by sinking 
shallow wells in the bed of it, and raising the water by means of 
kaplis. Although there is one or more wells in every one of 
them, they are all filled in. 


41: There are 12 bigdyat Nos. to 34 acres at Ghalpuji, but 
they have all reverted to 'l'ariduring the administration of the late 
Government, from the filling in of the tank. There are wells in 
every one of them, but the water does not last throughout the 
year. 


42. The large tank at Hawasbhavi is filled in considerably, 
and the supply of water does not last till the end of the hot season, 
and the cultivators are obliged in consequence to resort to the 
wells, Out of 31 bégdéyat Nos.19 Nos, to 35 acres are watered from 
it, as well as 121 acres Tari land. 


43, The village of Konnur must have once boasted of a 
good many gardens, but like thoseat Kabbur and Ghalpuji they are 
only to be traced by the cocoanut trees, which encumber the soil 
without producing any benefit. The reason assigned for their 
reverting to Tari cultivation is the oft-repeated tale, the filling 
in of the tank. 


44, In the above remarks I have only touched upon the 
principal tanks, but there are others in them, as well as in the 
remaining villages, that are more or less in the state of those I have 
attempted to describe. 


45. Before concluding this subject, I beg todraw your at- 
tention to the unnecessary wastage of water whilst irrigating the 
sugar-cane fields, particularly those situated at a distance from the 
tanks. The water-courses are so carelessly constructed, that before 
the water reaches the place of destination a good portion of it is 
completely lost, and in many instances flooding fields that were 
not required to be watered. Some specific instructions should, 
therefore, be drawn up for the guidance of the village authorities, 
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in regulating the supply and to see that no wastage is occasioned. 
I do not know the rules that appertain to the use of the water in 
tanks, but I suspect the pdtils and kulkarnis generally manage 
to take the lion’s share for their Judi lands, and give the re- 
mainder to their own creatures, thereby occasioning a good deal 
of bickering and ill-will. 


46. With reference to the information required in the 3rd 
paragraph of your letter to Licutenant Francis, dated the 17th 
October last, an extract of which was forwarded to me regarding 
the capital required to be laid out in forming new gardens, and 
the profits derived after they come to full bearing, I do myself 
the honor to submit in the annexed statements all that I have 
been able to collect on those subjects both inthe Hdngal and 
Kod Talukas, as given me at the bagdyat villages by the cultivat- 
ors themselves. 


47, It will be seen from the discrepancies, as exhibited in 
the statements, what little dependence can be placed on the asser- 
tion of the rayats, to enable: me to arrive at a clear understanding 
as to the number of bectle vines, cocoanut and supdri trees to 
be planted within an acre of land, and as to what the rate of pro- 
duce, expenses, profits or losses may be. Whether this proceeds 
from sheer ignorance of such matters or from sinister views under 
a mistaken notion that were they to state the real facts there would 
be no abatement in the assessment, Tam unable to state ; but the 
prevaricating accounts given by them, almost in the same breath, 
ead me to think that they are the most uncalculating race of 
people to be met with. All] that they look to is the present ; carry 
them beyond it, and they are lost in a chaos of uncertainty. In 
all their undertakings they do not like to wait for a tardy result, 
and in case of failure they have notthe heart to persevere ; and there- 
fore, in forming new gardens, they generally take the precaution of 
commencing gradually by planting afew trees the first year and 
increasing the number or extending the cultivation annually 
according to their means, appropriating the unoccupied portions 
for sugar-cane, grain, and vegetables. 


48. There is no regular system, it would appear, as to the 
number of trees that should be within a given space ; for, in some 
gardens the cocoanut and supdri trees are planted pretty far apart, 
while in others they are crowded so closely together that one would 
imagine they would deprive each other ofnourishment, and be 
stifled for want of air. 


49. To arrive at the truth, or as near the mark as possible, 
the best plan would be to take the average, as given by the cul- 
tivators of both districts of the number of trees to be planted, the 
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outlays and profits of which will stand as follows :—Cocoanut trees 
37, supéri trees 223, plantain trees 82, and beetle vines 1,081. 
Now, deducting the returns derived on the twelfth year, Rs, 109- 
1-10, when the whole of the trees come to full bearing (the time 
the cocoanut trees begin to produce, as given by the rayats at the 
town of Hangal, is twenty years, and by those of some of the Kod 
villages, is from ten to sixteen years ; but it is too well known that 
if the trees are regularly watered and manured they pane! bear 
the twelfth year), from the annual expenses, Rs. 54-5-4, it leaves 
a clear profit of Rs, 54-12-6 per acre, exclusive of what the farmer 
may make by the sale of vegetables, plantain leaves, limes, 
mangoes, jack fruits, &c. The capital to be laid out amounts to 
Rs. 738-10-8, and the returns to Rs.553-3-4, exhibiting a loss of 
Rs. 183-7-4 during that period. 


50. The information I have received from one Thaman 
Naik, an inhabitant of Kagnelli (vide foot of Kod Statement), 
differs considerably from that given me by the rayats both in the 
Hangal and Kod districts,.I1t may,.however, be of importance, 
coming from an uninterested party, and one who, apparently, 
seems to have some experience in such matters. He is a respect. 
able old man and was employed under the Peshwa’s Government 
as a Mdmlatdér. He has an Indm garden of his own of 5 acres, 
and rents a Government one of four acres besides. 


51. The cocoanut and supdri trees are watered once in fifteen 
or twenty days, and after once a month, and the beetle vines and 
plaintain trees weekly. 


52. The condition ofthe bégdyat cultivators, contrasting them 
with the other rayats, evidently indicates that their situation is 
much more eligible; they cultivate other descriptions of land in 
common with their brethren, have one or more hired servants 
throughout the year, and others occasionally to assist them, and 
are often the leading members of the village community. 


I have the honor, &c., 
(Signed) J. H. SPRINGER, 


Assistant Superintendent, Revenue Survey. 
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trees are planted in the gardens at this village. iad Survey, Southern Mardtha Country. 
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Eetract puragraphs 1 to 4 and from 11 to 12 of a letter from 
Tieutenant F. Faxnine, Assistant Superintendent, Revenue 
Survey and Assessment, Southern Mardtha Country, No. 6, 
dated 23rd September 1847. 


1. Before leaving Dharwar at the end of last monsoon, I 
had the honor to receive your memorandum No; 164 of 1846. In 
‘reference to it, I beg to observe that during a residence in the 
Kod Taluka from November 1846 to June 1847, I endeavoured to 
avail myself of every opportunity which presented itself to make 
inquiries regarding the condition of the “ Bigdyat” cultivators, 
and other matters connected with garden cultivation. As far as 
was practicable, I have tested information given me by others by 
personal observation, and, after a careful comparison of conflicting 
statements, am led to infer as follows :— 


GaARDENS-AND TANKS. 


2. But before entering on the subject in detail, I may 
eee observe that in the district to which my 
es dee remarks are confined, the principal gardens 
are at Yclldpur, Chik-Kerur, and Chin-Mulgund. Of these, the 
Yellipur gardens only can be properly considered tank bdgdyat. 
The tank from which they draw their supply of water, though of 
no great extent, is one of the best that has fallen under my notice, 
and has, I believe, even in the most unfavourable seasons, never 
been seen quite dry. At this village the cultivators trust to the 
tank entirely to irrigate their gardens, as there are no wells in any 
of them. The tank at Chik-Kerur is of much greater superficial 
extcnt than that at Yclliépur, and if kept in proper repair, would 
probably nearly always hold some quantity of water, During the 
hot season of 1846, however, I am informed that it was perfectly 
dry, and the plantations lying below it were only saved from de- 
struction by the supply of water in the wells, of which nearly every 
a garden at this town contains one or more. 
ane At Chin-Mulgund there is a tank from which 
the gardens may be watered during the early part of the season, 
but it is small and shallow, and cannot be calculated on to afford 
sufficient water to irrigate the gardens aftcr the middle of 
February. In the district assigned to me for 
measurement during the past season, there 
are gardens at many villages besides those mentioned above. They 
are, however, of small extent, and the remarks above made re- 
garding the Chin-Mulgund tank may be generally considered 
equally applicable to nearly all those from which these smaller 
plots of garden land are irrigated during part of the year only. 


At othor villages. 
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8. The gardens in the district are generally cultivated in a 
Fc very slovenly manner, and are, in consequence 
capita a a inferior, I think, to those in other tdlukas 
Spent a ROL. of the Zilla. If a rayat in Kod holds a 
garden consisting of an acre or more, he 
scarcely ever appears to care about making his land yield as much 
as (properly attended to) it is calculated to produce. In one corner 
of it, perhaps, are a few gunthds planted with “Pin-vel,” which 
yield present produce, and do not interfere with the prospective 
advantages of a young supdri plantation growing up on the same 
ground. Between the rows of pén-vel, and perhaps in other parts 
of the garden, are a few plantain trees, and, scattered about with 
very little attention to regularity in planting, are from thirty to 
sixty cocoanut trees. Probably the remainder of the garden is 
altogether uncultivated, or, perhaps, sown with some kind of 
produce which would grow nearly equally well elsewhere as in 
gardens, to attend to the growth and care of which little labour is 
necessary, and from which the profits derivable are proportionately 
small. Scarcely any of the gardens which have fallen under my 
observation produce nearly as much as, with adequate capital and 
skill applied, I am confident they would yield. 


4. Insome of the Mysore villages adjoining the western 
limits of the Chik-Kerur Mahal the case is 
Difference between very different. Here many of the gardens 
gardens in Kod and rein a very flourishing condition, and the 
those in the neighbour. ; ‘ 
ing Mysore villages. land is-apparently made the most of; and I 
am informed that the quantity of garden cul- 
tivation has increased in nearly all these villages during late years, 
and has fallen off'in none. During the same time a great decrease 
in this kind of cultivation appears to have taken place in the Kod 
villages lying close to the Mysore border. The lands of the Chik- 
Kerur Mahal, and those of Mysore, which are alluded to, are so 
iminediately adjoining each other that ditference of climate cannot, 
I think, in any way account for the diminution of bigdyat cultiva- 
tion in the one and the increase in the other. I would assign as 
the cause neither climate, soil, nor situation; nor, I] think, can it 
be justly altogether attributed to the generally stated fact that the 
assessment on gardens in Mysore is much lighter than that on 
those in the neighbouring British territory. 


11, I will now glance at what I consider the probable causes. 

of the great decline in the quantity and qua- 

Supposed causes of lity of bdgdyat cultivation in Kod, as com- 

the flourishing condi- bared with a very different state of things in 
tion of the Mysore gar- Aoi lends of Mt 4 

dens as compared with the adjoining lands o ysore. t 18 re- 

those in Kod. marked above in paragraph 4 that difference 

in the rate of assessment is not sufficient to 
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account for the fact that gardens in Mysore multiply and flourish, 
while those in the neighbouring Kod villages appear to be passing 
away altogether. The effect is evident, though, perphaps, to dis- 
cover the true cause is not easy ; and in what follows I am record- 
ing an opinion, founded rather on doubtful information and con- 
jecture than on ascertained fact. In the Mysore villages the rayats 
generally are, I conceive, even poorer than those of the district in 
which I was during last season employed. But in each of them, 
or at any rate in many of them, L am told, one or more compara- 
tively wealthy persons reside (not unfrequently Bréhmans), who 
possess much influence, and have amassed considerable sums, which 
they invest, very profitably to themselves, in cultivating gardens. 
If this be true, the existence of such a class of persons would, [| 
imagine, more fully account for the increase of garden cultivation 
in Mysore than any other circumstance whatever. In the district 
of this Zilla adjoining Mysore, I believe that in some cases where 
the assessment on gardens was higher than they could bear, 
the cultivators, over-burdencd, relinquished them; other parties 
then entered on possession, agrecing to give rent amounting to 
perhaps one-half of what was paid by their predecessors. The 
object of these persons was, probably, in many cases, not to go to 
the expense ad trouble of cultivatiog the gardens properly, but 
merely to obtain possession of the produce of cocoanut trees, &c., 
which had been planted by the former holders, the value of which 
very much exceeded the rent. The payment of this reduced rent 
may be considered to be their almost only expenditure in connec- 
tion with the gardens, for, judging from their present state, little, 
indeed, scems to have been, expeuded on most of them beyond 
what was absolutely necessary to preserve the trees they already 
contained from premature decay. So long as the trees planted by 
the original tenants yicld sufficient produce to make it worth the 
while of their successors to pay the light rent at which they have 
agreed to hold the land, they retain it. These trees of course 
leave off bearing in time, and as no expenditure of money or labour 
has been made to replace them, the land becomes after a lapse of 
years entirely unproductive, and in this way, I believe, that many 
gardens in Kod are now past approaching extinction. In other 
eases the rates remain unchanged, but the cultivators always ask 
for large remissions, and frequently, perhaps, obtain them. ‘Thus, 
a garden in Chik-Kerur, assessed at Rs, 31-8-0, has, since 1825, 
paid no higher rent than Rs. 10. These reductions and remissions 
seem, however, to have had little effect in causing any improve- 
ment in the state of the bigdyat cultivation. To fix an assess. 
ment which is certainly not too high, but is still sufficiently so to 
render imperative exertion on the part of the cultivator to raise 
produce enough to meet all demands on him, is, perhaps, what in 
most cases should be done ; but to decide on what that amount of 
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assessment is, involves so many considerations that without much 
experience in such matters it must be always most difficult to 
arrive at satisfactory conclusions. Too burdensome an assessment 
and too light a one appear to be both evils; the gardens in Kod 
have, I believe, suffered from the former, and in many cases now 
under the effect of the latter, are, at any rate, showing no signs of 
improvements, The amount of rent now collected in the gardens 
at the three villages mentioned in paragraph 2 is shown below :— 


Average Rent 
per Acrc on all 
the Gardens. 


Highest Rent Lowest Rent 
per Acre. per Acre, 


Rs. a. a. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 


Chik-Kerur a a 15 0 0 412 9 810 0 
Yellapur aie ot 20 5 0 2 00 713 11 
Chin Mulgund ous or 86.8 0 12 4 0 21 8 0 











From this it will be seen that at Chik-Kerur no gardens pay 
higher rent than Rs. 15 per acre, and although no greater assess- 
ment than this has been collected since 1835, the gardens at this 
town appear as if they were becoming extinct altogether as the 
trees planted in them many years ago-gradually die off. At Chin 
Mulgund, where Iam told the gardens generally pay the full 
amount of the rates at which they are assessed, and have done so 
since 1825, the bigdyat (though perhaps not of a very good de- 
scription) is better than that at’ the other villages ; and here also I 
have observed many more young supdri and other trees newly 
planted to replace those which are decaying than I have noticed 
elsewhere, 


12. My ideas will, perhaps, appear absurd. Iam by no 

; means confident that they are not so; but in 

Supposed evil effects by far the majority of cases the bdgdyat cul- 
of a too light assess. |: mais : 

escbt. 2 tivators with whom I have become acquainted 

will rest satisfied with the condition of their 

gardens, however poor it be, if the profits derivable from them are 

sufficient to enable them to pay their rent without inconvenience, 

rather than exert energy enough to draw from the soil all that 

with proper treatment it would yield. If the rent is high, but 

still within the capabilities of the garden, the land will in more 

eases be made the most of, than will happen when one-fourth of the 

burden is imposed on it. 


182 


From 
Lieutenant W. C. ANDERSON, 
Assistant Superintendent, Revenue Survey and 
Assessment, Southern Mardtha Country ; 
To 


Captain G,. WINGATE, 


Superintendent, Revenue Survey and Assessment, 
Southern Maratha Country. 


Dhérwdr, 1st September 1848. 
Sir, 
In compliance with the request contained in your letter 
No. 156 of 15th October 1846, I have the honor to forward the 
following report on the Misrikota Mahal of the Hubli Téluka, 


2. This Mahal is about 22 miles in extreme length, and 12 
in breadth. The surface of the.country is extremely undulating ; 
in the northern part of the Mahal a range of hills, called the Bud- 
nigudd, runs from north-west tosouth-east, and is about 8 miles 
long; they are excessively rocky and precipitous, but of inconsider- 
able height, probably not exceeding 500 feet above the level of the 
surrounding country. The western part of the Mahal is hilly, 
and the jungle small and scrubby on the border of the open country; 
but the trees gradually inerease in size towards the west, until, 
near the boundary of the Kanara Zilla, it becomes a fine timber- 
producing forest. 

8. The whole surface of the country is thickly dotted over 
with tanks of various sizes, from a quarter of an acre to 75 acres 
each. With the exception of some three or four, all are commonly 
dried up by the beginning of March, and the majority two months 
before. But little appears to have been done for many years, 
either in the way of constructing new tanks or of keeping the old 
ones in perfect repair, judging from the numbers to be seen almost 
filled up with mud, and next to useless, and the bad state of repair 
into which many of those now serviceable are rapidly falling. 


4, There isa great difference in the quantity of rain that 
falls in the eastern and western parts of this Mahal ; places at but 
small distances apart have climates differing greatly. The prin- 
cipal crop, rice, being entirely dependent on an ample and constant 
supply of water, and the quantity and time of rain falling varying 
as it does, it will, I think, be found necessary to make two classes 
in the rates for this cause alone ; yet, as regards seed-time and 
harvest, this Mahdl cannot be made into less than three divisions. 


5. The 1st comprises the large jungles situated in the south- 
western corner of the Mahal, to the westward of a line drawn on 
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the map from Kudalgi to Kehrawar; these jungles extend without 
interruption over the intervening country belonging to the Kdénara 
Zilla to the Sahyddri or Western Ghat range, distant from 25 to 
80 miles. From the first commencement of the S. W. mon- 
soon, that is, from the first steady setting in of the 8S. W. 
wind till the end of the monsoon the atmosphere here seems to 
be saturated with moisture; the clouds coming up from the sea 
seem to be arrested in their course, and attracted near the surface 
of the earth by the hills and trees. The monsoon rain falls here 
much earlier than in districts clear of jungle, though at no greater 
distance from the Ghats. In these villages sucha thing as a 
failure of the rice crop from drought is, I imagine, unknown, the 
ground having been thoroughly moistened by the thunderstorms 
usually occurring about the end of April. In the most western 
of these villages rice is sown about the first week of May, or earlier, 
and in the most eastern villages not later than the middle of May. 
The harvest takes place about the middle of October. These 
villages being few in number, the population excessively scanty in 
those that are inhabited at all; and nine-tenths of the land waste, 
land represented to be among the best for rice in the country,—it 
would, perhaps, be inexpedient to rate the lands of this division 
higher than those of the following, Doing so would probably tend 
to restrain the inclination at present existing to re-people some of 
the deserted villages and cultivate their lands. 


6. In the 2nd division I would include all those villages 
situated between the eastern boundary of the 1st division and a 
line drawn from Mangundi on the north to Wadageri (also called 
Kouldpur) on the south, In these villages the supply of rain is 
generally ample, though not so early in its first fall asin the 
villages of the first mentioned division; an indifferent crop may 
occasionally occur, but an entire failure from an insufficient quantity 
of rain, I imagine, is unknown. Last year, when the rice crops 
in the immediate neighbourhood of Dhdérwdr were so bad as in 
many places to be not worth reaping, the crops in this division of 
Misrikota were little below the usual average. Sowing generally 
takes place about the latter end of May. And the harvest in the 
beginning of November. In this and the first mentioned division, 
after the rice crop has been reaped, an after-crop of grain, Mug, 
Awari or linseed, can be raised in all but the highest situated Tari 
lands. 


7. Inthe third division I would include all the remaining 
villages of the Mahal situated to the eastward of the last men- 
tioned division’s eastern boundary. These are situated nearer to 
the cotton plains, and appear to partake in some measure of their 
climate, A degree of uncertainty existing as to whether rain 
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will fall in sufficient quantity, or at the time it is required, rice is 
not grown as much as in the western parts of the Mahal; an 
occasional entire failure of the crop may occur. Rice here is not 
shown for the most part till the middle of June or later; the 
harvest takes place about the middle of November. From its being 
so late an after-crop cannot be raised except in low moist places. 


8. The crops and manner of culture are much the same as 
those of the’ adjoining Mahal of Tadas, reported on two years 
ago. Except in the times of sowing and harvest, the abovemention- 
ed 8rd division of Misrikota only corresponds with the Tadas 
Mahdl: here also cotton is not cultivated (the climate being too 
moist), except in small quantities, in some of the most eastern 
villages. Sugar-cane is not grown to the extent that might be 
expected from the abundant supply of water; the small white 
sugar-cane seems to prevail, The reasons assigned by the culti- 
vators for their preference of this description are, first, it requires 
a smaller supply of water than the large white and red kinds, and 
consequently, is less troublesome to irrigate ; indeed, after it has 
once fairly taken root, but little artificial irrigation js required, 
the rains alone proving nearly sufficient ; secondly, though the 
larve canes give a much greater quantity of juice, it contains 
much less saccharine matter in proportion than that of the small 
canes, and requires far more boiling to make goor ; the goor, also, 
made from the small cane, is also considered to be of superior 
quality. On account of its hard, bamboo-like texture, the small 
cane is much less subject to the depredations of wild animals 
than the large. Strange as it may seem, jackals and jungle cats 
are universally represented to be the animals most destructive to 
the sugar-cane, 


9. The rice cultivators are, if they choose, independent of 
any bdzdr in disposing of their produce, a great portion of the rice 
trade being carried on directly between the growers and whole- 
sale merchants at their own doors. These merchants come from 
a distance in the plains, bringing bullocks laden with jowéri, 
wheat, or other productions of the plains, which they dispose of 
in Hubli or Kalghatgi, and then, peregrinating the country, re- 
load their bullocks with cleaned rice bought directly from the 
rayats. Many of the larger rayats also find it worth their while 
to carry their rice cleanea from husk to Hubli for sale. The goor 
produced in the district is entirely consumed there, and over and 
above a considerable quantity is imported. Rice is sold wholesale 
throughout the district by the khandi, goni, pdyali, and ser,— 
measures of capacity—4 sers making 1 pdyali, 40 payalis 1 goni, 
10 gonis 1 khandi. One ser of rice in husk weighs 86 tolas on 
an average. Goor is sold by the ser, dhara, and maund ; 12 sers— 
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(the current kacha ser of the country, each of 20 tolas) make 
1 dhada, and 4 dhadas 1 maund. 


. 10, There are five bdzdrs within the Misrikota Mahal, 
namely, Misrikota, Hulkop, Kuddlgi, Kalghatgi and Bomigatti, 
besides the Tadas bazdr and that held at Haliydl in the Kdnara 
Zilla, both of which are resorted to by the people of the neigh- 
bouring villages of Misrikota. 


11. The Misrikota bizdr, held every Friday, is a small one, 
principally resorted to by the people of the surrounding villages 
only. The Kudalgi bézdr, held every Sunday, is also of little im- 
portance, the neighbouring tract of country being very thinly 
populated. At Misrikota there are about 24 looms, and weekly 
about 50 rupees’ worth of coarse cotton cloth is manufactured, 
from 8 to 12 yards of which are sold for one rupee, according to 
the quality. 


12. At Hulkop a bdzér.is held every Monday ; besides the 
people of the neighbourhood it is.also frequented by the mer- 
chants from the plains, from Jamkhandi, Ramdurg, &c., for the 
purpose of buying rice, of which a considerable quantity is pro- 
duced about Hulkop itself and in the adjoining villages of the 
Kénara Zilla. In Hulkop alone, 450 families, nine-tenths of the 
whole population, are said to be employed in cleaning rice from 
the husk, during the time that they are not required in the fields, 
At Hulkop also there are ,six families containing, with servants, 
about 40 men, employed in iron working; there are six furnaces, 
employing from five to seven men each, A furnace turns out 
about five maunds of iron every week ; it is entirely consumed in 
the neighbourhood ; one maund brings about Rs. 1-8-0, The iran 
is considered to be of bad quality, being hard and brittle, and unfit 
for the fabrication of anything but coarse agricultural implements 
and pans for boiling sugar, 


13, The bazdr held at Kalghatgi every Tuesday is the 
most important of the district ; it is numerously attended by mer- 
chants coming for rice from a considerable distance in the plains, 
from Rémdurg, Nargund, Bdgalkot, Kalddgi, &c. There is a good 
deal of traffic between Goa and Kalghatgi: cocoanut oil, cocoanuts, 
coir, kashew nuts, katechu, and a large quantity of supdri are 
imported thence; the greater part.is consumed in the neighbour- 
hood, but some is exported to Hubli. The principal article im- 

orted from Goa is salt, of which yearly about two thousand 
balloge loads, containing five thousand maunds and worth about 
Rs. 6,000, are imported. ‘The maund is of 80 rats (a Goa weight 
of 80 tolas). The direct road to Goa is by the Diggi Ghat, but 
that being on the frontier of the Madras Presidency, and the duty 
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on Goa salt there being much higher than that exacted on the 
Bombay frontier, all the Goa salt is taken round by the Tilwalli 
Ghat, at the expense of six or seven days longer spent on the 
journey. From Goa to Kalghatgi, by the Diggi Ghat, is about 
ten days’ journey for a loaded bullock, and about sixteen or seven- 
teen days’ by Taliwadi. One maund of salt in Goa costs 1 anna ; 
the Portuguese exact 3 annas per maund duty on its leaving their 
territory; 12 annas duty is taken on entering the Bombay terri- 
tories at Taliwadi; 4 annas for carriage and profit makes up 
Rs. 1-4-0, the average price in Kalghatgi. The present duty at 
the Diggi and other Ghats on the Kanara frontier is Rs. 3 per 
maund. Five years ago the duty there was only 9 annas per maund. 
Salt was then sold in Kalghatgi at Re. 1 per maund ; the 3 annas 
less than the present 12 annas duty at Taliwadi, and 1 anna 
lesa for carriage on account of the shorter journey, making up the 
difference, 4 annas, between that and the present price. It is 
difficult to see what can be the motive of the Madras authorities 
for imposing a duty, the payment of which is so easily evaded. 
In the neighbouring villages there are about fifty looms, and 
weekly about 80 rupees worth of coarse cotton cloth is made and 
sold in the Kalghatgi bazar. Besides this, about 100 rupees 
worth of cloth is brought from Hubli and sold every bdzdr day. 
In addition to this, one single sivkér represents himself to import 
cloth from Hubli and Lekshmeshvar to the amount of 100 rupees 
worth monthly. 


14, The bazér held at Bomigatti every Wednesday is nearly 
as large as that of Kalghatgi: itis principally resorted to by the 
people of the surrounding rice-growing country. There is also 
an extensive traffic with the country to the southward, belonging 
to the Kdnara Zilla; there is little trade with the coast or the 
country beneath the Ghats. Rice is the principal article of trade 
here, about 600 rupees’ worth being sold every bdz4r day through- 
out the year. About 600 bullock-loads of supdri, each load worth 
from Rs. 13 to Rs. 14, are yearly imported from Yelldpur and 
Bhartanhalli in the Kanara Zilla, not one-tenth of which is con- 
sumed at Bomigatti; it is mostly carried on into the country. 
Weekly about 30 bullock-loads of plantains, worth Rs. 1-10-0 per 
load, are imported from Bhartanhalli, the greater portion of which 
is again exported to the interior. Salt is imported from Ankola, 
but in quantity only sufficient for the consumption of the neigh- 
bourhood. Cotton cloth is imported from Hubli,—100 rupees 
worth, and from Arlikatti in the Tadas Mahdl,—50 rupees worth, 
weekly. 


15. Traffic is carried on between the Misrikota Mahd! and 
four ports on the western coast,--Goa, Sadéshivgad, Ankola and 
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Kumta. Goa is by Sambrani and the Diggi Ghat distant from Kal- 
ghatgi 42 kés; each k6s may be estimated at 2} miles. The 
principal trade with Goa I have mentioned when speaking of the 
Kalghatgi Bazar. 


16. Saddshivgad, by Yellipur and the Barballi Ghat, is 
said to be 20 kés from Kalghatgi; the road is a mere track 
through the jungle beyond Yelldpur, only passable for laden bul- 
locks. The Ghdét is represented to be a bad one at present, but 
nothing whatever has been done for it by art; the road follows the 
course of the Black River down the Ghat, and in fact in the dry 
season the way is, in many places, in the bed of the river itself. 
Saddshivgad itself is represented to be by no means a bad har- 
bour; it 1s formed by the mouth of the Black River; this river is 
navigable for moderate-sized phattemdrs up to Malldpur, 14 or 15 
miles from the sea, and small boats can get up 5 or 6 miles further. 
Could the Ghat and road be slightly improved between Dhérwdr 
and Saddshivgad, it would be.of the greatest benefit to all the 
northern part of the Dhérwar Collectorate, the greater portion of 
which is a cotton-growing country. By this route Hubli, the prin- 
cipal emporium of the cotton trade, would be brought within 60 
miles of a port connected with the sea by 14 miles of navigable 
river. Hubli is from Kumta, the present port, by the made road 
vid Sirsi, distant about 110 miles, and Kumta is situated on the 
coast 35 miles to the southward of. Saddshivgad ; thus, by the 
Yell4pur and Barballi Ghat route to Malldpur, Hubli would be 
brought 50 miles nearer to water carriage than it is at present. 


17. By the made road. from. Mundgod to Sirsi, and by the 
Nilkund Ghat, Kumta is distant from Kalghatgi about 100 miles; 
by the most direct route vid Yell4pur and the Arebyl Ghat, it is 
not more than about 80 miles. This road is but a mere track 
through the jungle and the Ghat in its natural state; but it isa 
good deal frequented, and a considerable quantity of cotton finds 
its way to Kumta by this route. The Arebyl Ghat is said to be 
naturally a good one, and though 3 kés long, easy of ascent and 
descent, much more so than the Nilkund Ghat on the Sirsi road 
to Kumta. The only difficulty met with by this route between 
Kalghatgi and Kumta is in crossing the estuary between Mirjan 
and Kumta, about 4 miles from the latter place. It is represented 
to be 300 or 400 yards broad, and even at low water always un- 
fordable. There is little doubt but that in the neighbourhood of 
Mirjan, formed by the mouth of the Tadari River, a tar better har- 
bour might have been found than that existing at present at 
Kunta. 

18. Ankola, vid Yellépur and the Arebyl Ghét, is distant 
about 78 miles from Kalghatgi; the made road now in process of 
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completion between Mundgod and Kumta has diverted much of 
the traffic, never very great, from this port. 


19. The Misrikota Mahdl is infested with mendicants and 
vagrant tribes of various descriptions, toa greater degree than 
any other district I have ever seen. Some cause for this may be 
found in the existence of abundance of pasture and water in the 
jungles of this mahdl and the country to the westward. These 
vagrant tribes have various ostensible means of gaining their 
livelihood, but it is more than probable that thieving is a greater 
source of gain to many of them than the occupation-they profess 
to be engaged in. The Lambidnis, considered to be identical with 
the Gypsies, are the most numerous of these tribes. They possess 
large herds of cattle; in one camp near Kalghatgi there were as many 
as 800 heads, and many other camps contain an equal or greater 
number, Their principal employment is fetching and carrying 
between the coast and interior for hire; they often, also, trade on 
their own account, many of them=being reported to possess con- 
siderable wealth. They locate their ténda, or camp, m any place 
that pleases them, but almost invariably at a distance from any 
inhabited village, and often remain for years in one place. The 
villagers do not seem, in general, to dislike the neighbourhood of 
a Lambani Ténda, considering them to be tolerably honest people, 
though they allow that they may occasionally gd i eh stray 
cattle, and steal grain when stacked in the fields. In one instance 
that came to my knowledge, the Naik or headman cf a ténda was 
the chief money-lender of the villages in his vieinity. The villagers 
seem to stand in some awe of the Lamdbni on account of their 
reputed skill in witcheraft; this belief has probably originated in 
the fact of their being great cattle-doctors, and most diseases, both 
in man and beast, of which the cause is not at once apparent, 
being imputed to witchcraft; the power of curing them is only 
attributed to an intimacy with the producing cause. During the 
fine season, most of the able-bodied men will be found absent 
from the tanda, said to be gone to the coast, but the numbers of 
Lambanis to bo found in most of the jails afford pretty clear proof 
that they have dishonest as well as honest pursuits. Like the 
Gypsies of every country, they are, without doubt, cattle-stealers, 
and the wandering life entailed by their trade must afford great 
facilities for conveying away stolen goods, and disposing of stolen 
eattle, as well as being a cloak for every other kimd of rascality, 
The pure Lambdnis are Hindus, though men of every caste may 
be found among them, their tandas being a ready refuge for all who 
find it advisable to absent themselves from their accustomed haunts. 
They originally profess to have come from Gujardt, their own 
language to this day being corrupt Gujarathi, though, of course, 
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they are perfectly conversant with the language of the province 
they may be located in. 


20. The next most numerous among the vagrant tribes are 
the Korwis, and are the most dangerous class ofall. These people, 
also, live in moveable camps, sometimes near and sometimes at a 
distance from villages; their professed occupation is making 
grass-ropes and baskets, but they are almost to a man notorious 
thieves, so much so, that they are in common mentioned, as a 
caste, as the Kal or thief Korwis. They are Hindus of low caste, 
just superior to the Dheds; they are originally from the direction 
of Belldri, and their own language is Telangi. 


21. There are also several other descriptions of vagrants of 
minor importance.—The Waddars who follow their different occu- 
pations; there are timber-cutting Waddars, stone Waddars and 
earth Waddars. The two latter descriptions are the builders and 
repairers of tanks; they may be supposed to be more honest 
people than the Lambd4nis.or Korwis,. They are originally from 
the direction of Belldri; their language is Telangi, and their caste 
just superior to the Dheds, Their chief peculiarity is feeding on 
rats, which no other caste will do; but they profess to prefer it to 
any other kind of food. There are also the Sikdlddrs, Mardthds, 
who are polishers of swords and iron implements, and the Phdnsé 
Pardhis, who are antelope and bird catchers. These, though not 
as notorious thieves as the Korwis, may certainly be reckoned 
among the thieves by profession. About harvest time the country 
is visited by bands of religious mendicants, Jangams and Gosdvis ; 
the former go about begging, either singly or in small parties, 
seldom exceeding two or three ; the latter go about in large parties, 
also begging. They are generally well-clothed, sturdy-looking 
vagabonds, and almost invariably carry arms of some kind—a 
sword, spear, or formidable-looking club. On one occasion I met on 
the road thirteen in one gang, every man armed, and it is, I believe, 
no uncommon thing to meet with much larger gangs than this; 
during the harvest season they may certainly reckon on finding few 
but old women in the villages, and these vagabonds may be reason- 
ably suspected of asking charity in a style resembling that of the 
robber in Gil Blas. Nothing seems more likely to check the thiev- 
ish propensities of the vagrant tribes than what has, I believe, been 
often before proposed—the compelling them to reside at some 
place fixed upon by the Police authorities, and under their strict 
surveillance ; but this measure would be worse than useless, unless 
taken in concert with the Police authorities beyond our frontier, 
since it appears to be the practice of these vagabonds to refrain, 
as much as possible, from doing anything that might excite the 
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active enmity of the villages in the neighbourhood of their encamp- 
ment, restricting their depredations to a distance, so that if driven 
by any harsh measures from one district into those where they 
would meet with treatment less harsh, our districts, though rid of 
their permanent presence, would be worse plundered than ever. 


22. The population of 100 Government villages of the Mis- 
rikota Mahal, containing about 140,000 acres, is 32,728, according 
to the Census taken at the beginning of the present year; this will 
give 149 and a fraction to each square mile. Considering that 
about one-third of the area is jungle and hill, entirely destitute 
of inhabitants, this is by no means a scanty population ; it is of a 
more mixed description than is to be found in any other part of 
the Dh4érwar Collectorate. The bulk of the population consists of 
Kdnarese, similar to those of any other district in the Collectorate, 
but there is a large admixture of Mardthas, who have emigrated 
from their own country, driven by famines or other causes. A 
considerable number have originally come from Kolhépur, and 
others from the Ratndgiri Collectorate, and compose the sole po- 
pulation of entire villages in Misrikota. | There is also a considerable 
sprinkling of Christians, who have originally come from the Goa 
territory. In one village near Kalghatgi, they have a chapel, and 
are visited once a year by a Portuguese priest from Goa. They 
seom to be Christians in little more than name, as caste is retained 
in full force among them., There are Rajputs, Dhangars, and 
Dheds, who neither intermarry nor eat together. The Abyssinian 
or Habshi countenance, so rare in the eastern districts, is by no 
means uncommon. Kdédnarese is the language of the district, but 
two out of every three of the people we meet understand Hindustani 
or Mardthi; in fact in many of the villages towards the Kdnara 
frontier the latter is the vernacular. 


23. The people appear to be in general in easy circumstances. 
Jn every village a considerable number of well built tiled houses 
may be seen. The height of every rayat’s ambition is to build 
himself a tiled house as soon as his circumstances will admit, 
living in one being looked upon as the strongest proof of being 
well-to-do in the world, The villages in general seem to be in a 
very discreditable state, unprovided with any efficient drainage, and 
as more or less rain falls during eight months of the year, this can- 
not but injuriously affect the health of the inhabitants, During the 
rains, the main streets of every village of any size are literally 
ankle-deep with a steaming mixture of dungand mud. Every one 
is perfectly alive to the nuisance, and if asked why they do not of 
themselves do away with it, say—‘‘ Who will give us the order ? 
Order us and we willdo it.” Intoxication peevalls among all castes 
to a great extent. On bdzdr day the street in the vicinity of every 
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spirit-shop may be seen filled with drunken brawlers. Some cause 
for this may, perhaps, be perceived in the excessive wetness of the 
climate during so large a portion of the year. 


24, The roads in this district are as bad as they well can be ; 
it is only by taking a considerable circuit that it becomes possible 
to take common carts from one place to another, and then only at 
the risk of an over-turn every two or three miles, It seems 
worthy of consideration whether something resembling the English 
parish system could not be introduced for the execution of minor 
works for the general good. It is not expensive roads fit for the 
transit of mail coaches that are required ; it would prove sufficient 
for the present wants of most districts were the present ways 
cleared of their occasional obstructions so as to render them every- 
where passable for loaded carts if driven with moderate caution. 


25. The most wanton destruction of the timber in the jungles 
to the westward of this Mahdl is going on yearly ; teak and black- 
wood are protected by order of Government, but the useful woods— 
muttee and honee or hassan—are being rapidly exterminated year 
by year. The places where large timber is to be got are becoming 
more distant from the open country ; at present not a tree of more 
than a few inches in diameter is to be found within miles of the 
edge of the jungle. The Waddars are the agents of this work of 
destruction ; they find that the greatest demand is for logs about 
twelve feet long, one foot wide, and three and a half to four inches 
thick. To obtain such a log, a tree a foot or thirteen inches in 
diameter is felled and chipped away at the sides till reduced to the 
abovementioned dimensions ;,ten or twelve such logs are put on 
one cart drawn by two buffaloes, and at Kalghatgi sell for four or 
four and a half rupees the load. With proper economization of the 
wood in squaring the rough log, the trees that produced these four 
rupees’ worth of timber would have given logs worth more than 
double the value. I had no means of ascertaining the quantity of 
timber yearly cut in these jungles, but I saw almost daily, during 
the fine season, strings of from ten to fifty carts going to the east- 
ward ; and unless the present rate of destroying timber is checked 
in time, in a very few years none will be attainable except at 
enormously increased prices. 


26. The villages in the south-west of this Mahdl have be- 
come yearly subject to the ravages of several herds of wild ele- 
phants; they have come up from the Kdnara jungles for a few 
years back every year in greater numbers, about the beginning of 
October, when the rice ear begins to be formed, and remain till 
about the middle of November. Last year there were about thirty 
or forty in three or four herds. Seven or eight elephants in a 
single night eat or trample under foot twe or three acres of stand- 
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ing rice, or pull down and destroy a stack, the produce of several 
acres, in spite of all the rayats can do, by lighting fires and firing 
guns to drive them away. Last year two men were killed by 
them; up to that time they had never hurt any one. The people 
of the country do not imagine that they can be killed with fire- 
arms, so carefully refrain from firing at them, for fear of exciting 
their anger, as no reward is given by the Bombay Government for 
the destruction of an elephant, and it is not worth the while of the 
regular elephant-hunters to come up from Mysore. A consider-. 
able quantity of land has been thrown up from fear of their depre- 
dations, and yearly more will be thrown up if they continue. 


27. Labour is in great demand throughout all the western 
part of the Mahdl; in the eastern part of the Hubli Tdluka 
Re, 0-1-4 is the common daily pay of a coolee ; here 2 annas a day 
is everywhere the customary rate. Some cause for this may be 
found in the quantity of hand Jabour required in rice cultivation. 

28. Vaccination is pretty generally known and appreciated. 
I have often been asked by the people how they could get a vac- 
cinator sent among them, owing to there being but one vaccinator 
for the whole Collectorate. In the two years I was in this district, 
he could only pay them a single visit of two days not performing 
the operation for one-hundreth part of those who wished to have 
it done had his stay been longer. 


I have the honor, &c., 


(Signed) W.-C. ANDERSON, Lieut., 
Assistant Superintendent, Revenue Survey, 
Southern Marétha Country. 


No, 906 or 1879. 

To 

L. REID, Esquire, 

Commissioner, S. D. 
Camp Ranebennur, 3rd March 1879. 
Sir, 

I have the honour to forward through you to Government 

the report of the Survey Commissioner on the revision of assess- 


ment of 247 villages which formerly comprised the old tdluka of 
Kod in this Collectorate. 
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2. Colonel Anderson has shown in his 14th, 15th, 28th and 
58rd paras. that this district is exceptionally fortunate in climate, 
as it is never likely to suffer from drought like the more eastern 
parts of the zilla, It is well known that in the late famine of 
1876-77 great numbers of people came to this tdluka ; consequently, 
although it is indisputable that it has gained largely both in 
population and in the number of houses and cattle during the 
period of thirty years since the last settlement of its land revenue 
by Captain Wingate, still I am not prepared to go so far as the 
Survey Commissioner does, in saying that the increase of popula- 
tion shown in his 27th para. ‘is an under-statement of the true 
population.” 


3. In my opinion a far safer guide to judge of the increase 
of the population is the increase in the number of houses, which 
is 1,965 since the first settlement, thirty years ago. I would also 
add that the census was taken in July 1876, and the famine did 
not break out till November of-that year. 


4, Tagree with the Survey Commissioner in the view ex- 
pressed in his 32nd para., and I believe the reason why so large a 
proportion of the population as 21 per cent. has been described in 
the census returns as non-agricultural, is, that the census-takers in 
many instances omitted to enter the female members of an agri- 
culturist’s family as agriculturists, This mistake was noticed in 
the Ratndgiri Zilla as the reason why in a purely agricultural 
population a large proportion was entercd as non-agricultural ; so 
I conclude the same mistake may have becn made here also. 


5. The Survey Commissioner has apparently in his 34th 
para. stated the real reason for the very slight increase in the 
classes able to read and write since the first settlement, at the 
same time it is a fact which should be brought to the notice of the 
Educational Department, as it shows how great is the necessity 
for primary schools to teach the agricultural classes. 


6. In paras. 39 to 53 of his report the Survey Commissioner 
has, in a very interesting manner, shown the results of the last 
thirty years’ settlement of low and unvarying assessment coupled 





Notes by the Survey Commissioner. 
y ny 


Para. 2 above.—Doubtless in the famine time of 1876-77 some small influx of 
people did come to this taluka in search of work, but these, as forming no part of 
the resident population, would, for the most part, escape enumeration ag belonging 
to no house, while numbers of the ordinary resident population being absent on 
trade and other matters would escape being counted. 

Para. 8 above.—The Collector is under some mistake about the census, or 
alludes to some other census. The survey ceusus on which the figures were taken, 
was taken at the time of classification in the fair season of 1877 and the end of 
same year. 
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with the improvement in communications which has taken place 
in that time. In Appendix A. to his report, the price of riee in 
husk and of jowdri at the three markets of Hirekerur, Rattihali 
and Kod is shown to have increased since 1848 from an average of 
94 sers and 160 sers of 80 tolas cach to 16 and 32 sers respect- 
ively in 1876. 


7. The above figures, showing the price of these staples in 
1876, must have been collected prior to the famine which broke 
out in November 1876, otherwise it is difficult to understand how 
in such a time the price could have continued so low as 16 sers 
of rice in husk and 32 of jowdri for one rupee, because at the 
present time in this (the Rénebennur) téluka, although we have 
had an exceptionally good season for rice and jowéri, the present 
price current is 10 sers of rice and 2t of jowdri. The prices in 
the Kod Taluka are believed to be lower by one ser of each 
staple ; still the fact remains that the price of rice in husk and of 
jowdri in the Kod Taluka is-now 1! and 22 sers for the rupee, 
and, as compared with the rates in force in 1848, they have in- 
creased 755 and 620 per cent. respectively. 


8. After this it must readily be conceded that the people of 
this taluka, who live principally by agriculture, are in a well-to do 
condition, and consequently the average rate of rice-land can well 
afford the increase of assessment which is pointed out in the Survey 
Commissioner's 62nd para., viz., to Rs. 3-3-1 per acre against 
Rs, 2-1-1, the average rate of rice-land under the expired settle- 
ment, 


9. The total increase of revenue estimated to occur on the 
land in occupation, 1876-77, is stated in the Survey Commissioner's 
74th para. to be 39 per cent. This is clearly a very legitimate in- 
crease, founded on the increase in the price of grain, which is in 
great part owing to the improvements of the roads in this and the 
neighbouring district of Kanara, which have been chiefly made at 
Government expense. 


10, In the samo way it must be allowed that the increase of 
assessment on the whole occupied Government land under every 
head, as shown in the Survey Commissioner’s 89th para., is quite 
low enough to give room for very considerable improvement in 
prosperity in the thirty years for which the present rates are to 
continue under the Government sanction which is now requested. 





Para, 7 above.—The prices shown in the return for 1876 do not refer to those 
of the famine period which only commenced in November 1876. 
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11. I commend the Survey Commissioner’s remarks in his 
91st to 95th paras., respecting the Madag-Masur Tank, to the 
careful consideration of Government in the Public Works Depart- 
ment. It is clear from these that this fine irrigational work is now 
being worked at a dead loss, which would net be the case were 
the method suggested in the Survey Commissioner’s 92nd para, 
adopted, and the water-rate fixcd permanently in combination 
with the soil instead of on the crop and on the area irrigated from 
year to year, If, however, it be decided to adopt this plan, it may 
perhaps be found necessary to lower the water-rate to induce those 
who now pay it to agree to the terms stated by the Survey Com- 
missioner, viz., that those accepting “ water on these terms could 
only get rid of the water-rate by resigning the ]and.” 


12, The Survey Commissioner has pointed out that this part 
of the Zilla is blest with a constant rain-fall ; itis possible therefore 
that many rayats might refuse to take water on these terms, unless 
the water-rate be considerably-lowered, but even this would be 
more economical than to kéep up an-establishment to regulate the 
supply of the water which costs more than the Irrigational revenue. 


13. The remarks of the Survey Commissioner in his 96th 
para, and of Mr. Wingate in the 25th para. of his letter No. 7, 
dated the 16th February 1878, to the address of Mr. Fletcher, De- 
puty Superintendent of the Revenue Survey, are worth the atten- 
tion of the Irrigation Department ; to these also I would add the 
suggestion made by Captain Wingate in the concluding part of the 
10th para. of his Settlement Report dated the 21st December 1848. 


14, It is a matter of both curiosity and regret that a sugges- 
tion thrown out thirty years ago by an officer of Captain Wingate’s 
well-known sagacity and experience, should have remained un- 
noticed until again revived in para, 18 of the Survey Commis- 
sioner’s report, though it was a comment on the costly, stupendous 
and apparently unprofitable irrigational work of the Anagundi 
Kings at Madag-Masur; while at the same time he pointed out 
that a far more feasible and simple project could be executed by 
throwing a dam of masonry, 10 or 12 feet in height, across the 
rocky channel of the Kumadvatti River, and thus forming a lake 1 
or 14 mile in breadth. 


15. In conclusion, I have only to remark that the Survey 
Commissioner’s suggestions in the 101st para. of his report, on the 





Para. 11 above.—it is possible that some small reduction of the nominal water- 
rate might be necessary, but it is hardly probable that any materiel loss of revenne 
would result. Certainly none which would uot be compensated for by the reduc- 
tion of expense in establishment which at present almost equals tho total water- 
revenue, 
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manner in which the communications in this district should be im- 
proved, shall be considered in our Local Funds Committee, when 
they are sure to meet with that respect which they deserve, as 
coming from one who has a more intimate knowledge of this Zilla 


and its wants than any other officer, European or Native, now in 
India. 


I have, &c., 


(Signed) J. ELPHINSTON, 
Acting Collector. 


No. 549 or 1879. 
From 


L, REID, Esourxs, 
Actina Commissioner, 8. D.; 
T'o 
Tut CHIEF SECRETARY 1o GOVERNMENT, 


Revenve Deparrmenr, 


Belgaum, 15th March 1879. 
Sir, 


I have the honour to submit papers as per margin regarding 
1. Letter from the Survey and Settlement the Prep osals for the ee 
Commissioner, 8. D., No. 150, dated 14th of assessment of 247 villages 
February 1879, and accompaniments. comprising the old Kod Té- 
2. Letter from the Acting Collector of Jyka in the district of Dhér- 
Dharwar, No. 906, dated 38rd March 1879. wir. The Survey Commis- 
sioner has shown in the 2nd para. of his report how those villages 
are now distributed. 


2. The difference in the areas of the former and the present 
survey has beon sufficiently explained in the 4th and 5th paras. 
of the Honourable Colonel Anderson’s letter. Paras. 7 and 8 
give the details of the classification which appears to have been 
made in accordance with the mode hitherto adopted when revising 
the assessments of other villages in the Dharwér District. 


3. The rates proposed for these villages do not greatly differ 
from those sanctioned in Government Resolution No. 1546, dated 
the 26th March 1878, for the 130 villages of the old Rénebennur 
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Téluka, in which they were grouped into four classes with the 
maximum rates as follows :— 


Dry-crop, Rice. Garden, 
Ist Class .. Rs, 2 0 
2nd ie » 212 
3rd ee fh AAO Rs. 8 Rea. 12 
4th ,,- » 1 6 


The villages of the old Kod Taluka now reported on are 
grouped into five classes with the maximum rates as follows :— 


Dry-crop. Rice. Garden, 
1st Class .. Rs, 2 0 
2nd ,, ree eee | 13} Rs, 8 0 
Srd_ ss, sae » | 8 Rs. 15 
Ath ,, we ap bet 
5th |. et of La ae 28 


The variations in the dry-crop rates appear in respect of the 2nd 
and 3rd classes, for which the Survey Commissioner now proposes 
a decrease of two annas in-each instance, but has added a 5th 
group with a proposed maximum rate of Re. 1-2-0, The rates 
proposed for the rice-lands are Rs. 8 for the first three groups, the 
same that was sanctioned for the villages of the old Rénebennur 
Téluka, and Rs. 7-8-0 for the last two. The rate proposed for the 
garden land is Rs, 15, which is the same that was sanctioned for 
the adjacent Hangal Taluka... Considering the great improvement 
which has taken place in the condition of the villages, the high 
prices of grain, &c., and the benefit derived from opening out 
means of communication since the last settlement, the rates now 
proposed appear to be fair and! reasonable. 


4. The 51 villages referred to in Government Resolution 
No. 2276, dated 3rd May last, are included in the present report 
of the Survey Commissioner, which gives full details regarding 
the condition of the whole of the old Kod Téluka. 


5. The remarks made by the Survey Commissioner at the 
close of his 19th para., regarding the cost of the Irrigation Estab- 
lishment and the suggestions regarding the distribution of water 
from the Madag Tank, will be best considered in the Publie 
Works Department. 


I have, &c., 
L. REID, 
Acting Commissioner, 8. D. 
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Revenue Survey and Asseasment, 
No. 1678. 
Revenue Department. 
Bombay Castle, 27th March 1879. 
Letter from the Commsisioner, 8. D., No. 549, dated 15th March 1879 


Letter from the Survey and Settlement —Submitting correspondence as per 


Commissioner, 8. D., No. 150, dated 14th Margin, regarding the proposals for the 
February 1879, with accompaniments. revision of assessment of 247 villages, 


Letter from the Acting Collector of comprising the old Kod Téluka in th 
Dharwar, No: dated ged Marek 1872: Dhiewsr Callentcrates stating his season 
for considering the proposed rates fair and reasonable ; and adding that the 
remarks mado by the Survey Commigsioner at the close of the 19th para. 
graph, regarding the cost of the Irrigation establishment, and the sugges- 
tion with respect to the distribution of water from the Madag Tank, will be 
best considered in the Public Works Department. 

Resovution.— This exhaustive and interesting report deals 
clearly and fully with the various questions affecting the revised 
settlement of 247 villages of the old Kod Taluka of the Dhdrwar 
District. The settlement has-already, under the sanction of Gov- 
vernment Resolution No, 2182, dated.25th April 1878, been in- 
troduced into 51 of these villages, where it will take effect during 
the current year, but their revenue history is included in this 
report with that of the remaining 196 villages. Of the total 
number, 178 villages are now in the Kod Tdéluka, 23 have been 
transferred to Rénebennur, 28 to Karijgi, and 18 to Hdngal. 

2. It appears that the area surveyed has risen from 332,957 
acres under the old survey to 334,267 acres under the revised sur- 
vey, a difference which, considering that the operations of 1848 
were conducted by means of the cross-staff and chain only, is not 
surprising. The total number of fields according to the old survey 

was 22,606, which number has now 

Former | Present from the sub-division of large fields 

Survey.|Survey. increased to 32,689. The soils have 

been re-classed in accordance with 
Acres, | Acres. the system sanctioned in the revi- 








Arable Dry-crop _...| 237,495] 244,650 Sion surveys ofneighbouring télukas, 

Rice Land + =| 36,080] | 32,563 of which details are given in the 

Ciera asianci) "| 7th paragraph of the report. In 
hilla, tanks, village aroin able is shewn r 
sites, &. ... | 57,522| 55,096 pacer tee we ae 


ofeach kind of land according to 
Total...) 332,957 334,267 the former and present surveys. 
The causes of the various increases 
and decreases under each head are fully stated in paragraph 10 of 
the report. 

3. As far as rain-fall is concerned, the téluka is fortunately 
situated. It receives both monsoons, and entire failure of crops 
from drought is quite unknown. The climate is equable and mild. 
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The chief crops grown are jow4ri and cotton in the east, and rice, 
rdgi, sugarcane and capsicums in the west. As regards communi. 
cations, the taluka has, since the previous survey, been opened up 
by the Bombay and Madras mail road in the north-east, while 
there are also two main roads running through it, one from Kod 
vid Sirsi to Kumta, the other from Hirekerur to Siralkop in the 
Mysore territory, and thence to Sidddépur, where there is a choice 
of routes to the coast vid Kumta or Hondvar. There are also 
numbers of market-towns within the tdluka and several large centres 
of trade at no great distance beyond the frontier. In the table at 
paragraph 27 of the report are given statistics shewing—especially 
by the increase in population, houses, agricultural cattle, and carts 
—the materially improved condition of the rayats since the last 
settlement. The present population is put down as 177°4 to the 
square mile. It is probable that the figures regarding the com- 
parative numbers of persons able to read and write have, for the 
reasons stated by Colonel Anderson, been inaccurately calculated. 
The rise in prices of the various grains is even higher at the pre- 
sent time than stated in paragraph 39 as prevailing in 1876, but 
taking the figures given in the report, it may be said that the 
average prices of gain and sugar are at least 150 per cent. more 
than they were 30 yearsago. Owing to increase of population and 
the new markets opened out by the improved roads already con- 
structed, while other roads are also under consideration, Govern- 
ment have grounds for believing that the rise in prices will be per- 
manent. Having regard then to these circumstances, it is but 
reasonable to suppose that a considerable increase in the assessment 
may equitably be imposed on, and fairly be borne by the cultivators, 

4, The Survey Commissioner goes mostfully into the revenue 
history of the téluka, and it may briefly be stated that, whereas in 
the ten years 1838—1847, before the introduction of the last set- 
tlement, the average occupied area of Government land was but 
48,899 acres, that of unoccupied waste 150,215 acres, and the 
average of revenue realised Rs. 72,563, with average annual re- 
missions of Rs. 5,027, in 1877-78 the occupied area of Government 
land was 171,873 acres and the revenue collected was Rs, 150,427, 
while since 1852-53, remissions and outstanding balances have 
practically ceased. That the revenue was collected without diffi- 
culty is sufficiently shewn by the fact that from 1874 to 1877 
distraint was resorted to in 20 cases only. The success of the former 
settlement then, which was made by the late Sir George Wingate, 
may therefore be regarded as unquestionable. 

5. For the revised settlement, Colonel Anderson proposes 5 
groups of villages as follows: 23 with a maximum dry-crop rate of 
Rs. 2 per acre; 89 with a rate of Rs, 1-12-0; 87 with a rate of 
Rs. 1-8-0 ; 44 with arate of Rs. i-4-0, and 4 with a rate of Rs. 1-2-0 
per acre, 
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He would raise the rice land from the uniform maximum rate 
of Rs, 4-8-0 per acre to a rate of Rs. 8-0-0 per acre iu villages of 
the three first classes, and of Rs. 7-8-0 per acre in the remaining 
two,—rates which are in general assimilation with those already 
imposed on the rice lands of the adjacent tdlukas of Rdnebennur, 
Hangal and Bankdpur. 


For garden lands, which according to the revised survey com- 
prised 1,968 acres, a maximum rate of Rs, 15 per acre is proposed. 


6. In paragraph 73 of the report is entered a table, in which 
are concisely summarised the estimated results of the survey, by 
which it appears that a total area of 210,541 acres is assessed at 
Rs. 2,37,153, an increase of Rs. 58,831 or 39 per cent. over the 
revenue from land under occupation in 1876-77. The exceptional 
cases in which the increase is over 100 per cent., between 90 and 
100 per cent., and above 60 per cent., are very few, and are fully 
discussed in paragraphs 79—83, and it need only be said that in 
them the reasons given justify the assessinents imposed, Summing 
up it seems that on the whole occupied Government land under 
every head—garden, rice and dry-crop—the assessment of the for- 
mer settlement gave an average rate of Re. 0-14-0 per acre, whercas 
under the proposed settlement, the average rate is Rs. 1-3-2 per 
acre, an increase of 5 annas 2 pics per acre. The total cost of the 
re-survey and revision is estimated at Rs. 64,898, for which an 
annual increase of revenue amounting to Rs, 58,800 will be obtain- 
ed. The proposed rates are approved of by the Collector of Dhar- 
war and by the Commissioner, 8. D. ‘They appear to be in every 
way fair and reasonable, and they. may accordingly receive the 
sanction of Government together with the usual guarantee of 30 
years’ duration from the date of introduction, 


7. The remarks of the Survey Commissioner in paragraphs 
19—20 and 91—98 should be transferred to the Public Works 
Department for consideration, as suggested by the Commissioner, 
S. D. His Excellency the Governor in Council notes with satis- 
faction the commendation bestowed on Mr. Wingate, Assistant Su- 
perintendent of Survey, for the manner in which he has performed 
the difficult and delicate work of re-classification of the soils. 


BE. W. RAVENSCROFT, 
Chief Secretary to Government. 


The Commissioner, 8. D., 

The Collector of Dharwar, 

The Survey and Settlement Commissioner, S. D., 

The Public Works Department of the Sccretariat (with copy 
of Colonel Anderson’s remarks referred to). 


Hevenue Surcey and Assessment. 


No. 5225. 
RevenvE Department. 
Bombay Castle, 29th September 1879. 


Despatch from Her Majosty’s Secretary of State for India, No. 24, dated 
35th August 1879 :— 


“T have considered in Council your Secretury’s letter No. 20, dated 
the 27th June, with accompaniments, on the subject of the rovision of 
settloment in the 247 villages comprised in the old Kod Taluka of the 
Dharwar Collectorate. 


“2, Colonel Anderson’s report shows very clearly bow greatly 
this tract of country has progressed under the settlement made by the 
late Sir George Wingate in 1848. Population has risen 29 per cent., 
the increase, 58 per cent., in houses of the better class, indicates much 
improvement in the comfort of the people, who are represented as 
having been, in 1848, poverty-stricken and spiritless, and thoir villages 
as composed of a few miserable huts.Carts have increased 177 per 
cent., proving that the people have been able to take advantage of 1m- 
proved communications to export their surplus produce. The area of 
Crovernment land cultivated bas risen from less than 40,000 acres to 
175,000 acros, and in consequence of this increase, although the original 
settlement lowered tho average rate of Government assessment by 
one-third, collections have risen from an average, during the decade 
immediately preceding its introduction, of Rs. 72,500 per annum, to an 
average of Rs, 126,5C0 per annum, the total incroase of revenue during 
its term boing thus over 16 lakhs of rapees. 


“3. On the other hand, draught cattle have increasod only 24 per 
cent., which, considering the much larger increase of cultivation, in- 
dicates that agriculture has not improved, and, owing to the bringing 
under cultivation of lands previously used for grazing, cattle other than 
draught, and sheep and goats, have decreased in numbers 32 per cent. 
and 20 per cent. respectively, showing a very considerable diminution 
in,those sources of agricultural wealth. 


“4, Prices have risen very considerably, having more than trebled 
during the term of the settlement, and the pressure of the assessment 
originally imposed by Sir George Wingate has thus greatly decreased. 


cor 


5. On the whole it is evident that the moderation of the original 
settlement has attained its object, and that the district can now bear a 
material increase in assessment. The enhancement proposed by Colonel 
Anderson and approved by you is, on the whole, 39 per cent., and 
although this is heavy and gocs beyond the limit which your Govern- 
ment has laid down as not ordinarily to be exceeded, I um of opinion 
that it is, under the circumstances, justifiable. The enhancement in the 
rates on rico land is considerably groater than that on dry-crop land, 
and considering that rico cultivation has decreased, this appears some- 
what anomalous. But the reasons assigned appear satisfactory, and the 
pointis onc on which the Settlement Officer is best able to judge. Iam 
B370—26 
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glad to observe that care has been taken not to enhance on account of 
improvements, such as the conversion of dry-crop land into rice, made 
by the cultivators themselves. 


“6, It is stated that much irrigation might be, but is not, made 
by litt from the rivers. Under tho circumstances, it might bo desirable 
to assess tho lands so irrigable at very light permanent watcr-rates. 


“7, Tam glad that you are about to consider in tho Public Works 
Department the suggestion that the lands irrigable under the Madak 
‘'ank be assessed at fixed water-rates, and the management of the water 
left to the people themselves. As it appears that, although nearly 
21 likhs have been spent on repairs to this old tank, the returns do not 
poy the cost of the supervising establishment, Colonel Anderson’s pro- 
posal appears advantageous. 


“3, On this subject, and on that of the maintenance of the small 
irrigation tanks, of which there are some 1,200 in the district, aud which. 
appear to be becoming useless for want of a pro ystem for their 
repair, | shall be glad to learn the decision of You .xcellency’s Govern- 
ment,” 


Resonution.~To be cotimiunicated t» the officers concerned, 


with reference to Government Resolution No. 1678, dated 27th 
March last, also to the Irrigation Department, with reference to 
paragraphs 7 and 8 of the despatch, 


J. B. PEILE, 
Acting Chief Secretary to Government. 


The Comumissioner, S. D., 

The Collector of Dharwar; 

The Survey and Settlement Commissioner, 8. D., 

‘The Public Works Department of the Secretariat, Irrigation. 
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EXPLANATION 
The various items are measured by the scale of Acres & Rupees carried across the Diagram. 
Tho summits of the Columns marked thus ‘“~} show the Gross Assessment on the whole 
Cultivation, the. lengths of the same columns a Remissiongay-thessummits of the 7] 
Columns the Net Assessment or Collections on the whale Cultivation; those of the [” 


[7] and £5] Columns, the Collections on account of Dry-Crop, Rice, and Garden 
lands, respectively, for the years to which they relate. 


eo This line marks the total number of acres Cultivated each year. 

+14 ———do——do——-of Dry-Crop land, Cultivated each year. 

mot nen ee 10 en Rice ad 

The summit of the Zissi Column on the right of the: Diagram marks the rental of the 
hole Government srable laad at the proposed rates of Assessment aud that of the Ti 

portion of the sane Column, this rental on the Cultivation of 1846—7. 





Gos Fhutoanco Office Poona, 1882. 











EXAMPLE 
In 1847—8 Rupees 
Gross Agsesament——~-—— —~- 99,916 
Remissionge———~ + ——— --13,465 


Collections on total Cultivation--86,451 


— do—— Dry-Crop-—-do—--72,872 
—~—-o—Rice——- — do~~11,488 


do Garden do 9,091 
Actes 
Total Cultivation———~———--5 0,390 


Dry-Crop-—- lo ——-~--47,078 
Rice dom —— mae a ee -3, 086 
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EXPLANATION EXAMPLE 
‘Tho various stems ave mensured by the senle of Acces & Rupees carried across the Diagram. Tn 1847-9 Rupers 
The sumaits of the Colusins marked thas C77) show the Gross Assesament on the whole Grogs Assessment. --— 83,959 
Cultivalion, the lengths of the suae colunms the Remissions; the summits of the [73 Pomissions’ 
Colunns the Not Assoysment or Collections oa the whule 
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Cultivation; those ofthe C2) Cottections on total Cultivation--61,131 
To and £7) Columns, the Collectiona on accaudt of Diy-Crop, Riveand Garden 





— do——Dry-Crop— do 37,581 
lands, respectively, for the yenes to which they relate, scapes Rie nclgs A710 
co. ‘This liay marks the total wumber uf avcas Cultivated ouch yout do Garden = do G4 
tet nly -mentlom eof Ury-Ceup land, Cultivated ewe yee. 

oe ely meet lg mene Rite-— = alo- Acres 
The summit of the 3 Calamn on te right ofthe Diagran marks the rental of the Total Cultivation———.—_... 97.879 


whole Governent arante land at the proposed rates of Aggesement and that of the 


Dry-Crop— lo. ——..9] 133 
yporkon of the same Column, this rental oa the Cultivation of 1848—7. 


Rigen amen een 8,558 


Feat Phoisncopy sptar Iie, Creme wily 
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DIAGRAM illustrative of the fluctuations in the CULTIVATION, ASSESSMENT REMISSIONS nd 


uf 


SRIKOTA division of the HR 


arable land of the MI 


ECTIONS, in the case of the Government 


TALUKA, during the last 28 years, 
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